’ lyq- 


Russian criticises Turkey over missiles 

NICOSIA (R) Russia s Slate Duma speaker Gen- 
nady Seleznyov on Friday criticised Turkish threats to 
use military force to block the deployment of Russian 
missiles in Cyprus next year.-fr is blackmail,” Mr 
Seleznyov told a news conference in Nicosia. “Cyprus 
is not buying nuclear weapons, bacterial or chemical 
ones. It is just buying a defence system 
Greek-Cypriots in the Mediterranean island, divided 
since a Turkish invasion in 1974, are due to take 
delivery' of the first components of the S-300 surface- 
to-air missile system next year.News of the deal, 
signed in January, prompted warnings from Turkey 
that it would use military force if necessary to block 
their deployment Turkey invaded Cyprus in 1974 
after a Greek-Cypriot coup in Nicosia engineered bv 
the military then in power in Greece. 
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Arafat arrives in Cairo 

CAIRO i AFP' — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
arrived in Cairo late Friday for □ stopover before 
returning to the Gaza Strip to huddle with his advis- 
ers over a L'-S- initiative to defuse the latest crisis 
with Israel. The Palestinian leader, who flew in from 
Tunis, made no comment to journalists on arrival. 
Palestinian Cabinet Secretary Ahmad Abdul Rahman 
said Mr. .Arafat would be back in Gaza on Saturday. 
A senior Egyptian official said no meeting had been 
planned b tween Mr. Arafat and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, and that the Palestinian leader's 
stopover was purely for "technical” reasons. On Sat- 
urday evening. Mr. Arafat will meet with Ins cabinet 
and Palestine Liberation Organisation iPLOl leader- 
ship to go over "the latest developments and ways to 
set out of the current crisis.” he suiJ. 
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Ross: Violence must make way for 
dialogue to advance peace process 

Netanyahu must choose between peace and settlement, 
Erakat says after talks with American troubleshooter 

Arafat promises are not enough, Netanyahu contends f 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies; — Wrapping up & Viftlpnf ni’ftt'PQfQ PflTltillllP 7 
two-day mission to rescue the faltering Mideast peace V lUlClIL piUlCM!) LUllUUUr * 


OCCUPIED JERLiSALEM (Agencies; — Wrapping up a= 
two-day mission to rescue the faltering Mideasr peace 
process, President Bill Clinton’s envoy said Friday that 
violence must cease before Israel and the Palestinians can 
move forward in negotiations. 

The envoy, Dennis Ross, appeared to be reprimanding 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat who has been accused 
by Israel of orchestrating stone throwing protests in the 
West Bank in recent days!! 

As Mr. Ross spoke, clashes continued for a ninth day in 
several areas of the West Bank (see separare story). 

However, there were first signs that Mr. Arafat was try- 
ing to restore calm. He ordered the postponement of a joint 
rally of his Fateh movement and militants that was to have 
been held Friday afternoon as a show of Palestinian unity. 

Palestinian police also made first serious efforts, though 
not always successful, to disperse the protesters. In Ramal- 
Jah, troops with plastic riot shields formed a human chain 
to keep protesters back. 

Mr. Ross began his peace mission od Thursday in Moroc- 
co where he met with Mr. ArafaL Moving on to Israel, he 
met twice with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Friday, and held talks with the chief Pales- 
tinian negotiator, Saeb Erekat. 

4 Mr. Ross said he would now report back to Mr. Clinton 
vand U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, adding 
that he believed both sides were still interested in pressing 
on with the peace talks. 

"One thing is clear. It is essential to reestablish calm as 
a way to move forward the process. We cannot see a con- 
tinuation of violence,” Mr. Ross said after three-and-a-half 
hours of talks with Israeli leaders. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he was told by Mr. Ross that Mr. 
Arafat had given the American envoy assurances be would 
tty to pre vent-violence against Israelis. Mr. Netanyahu said 
he wanted a decisive crackdown on militants, and that 
promises were not enough. 

‘“We want to see the Palestinian Authority curb this ter- 
rorism, to rein in the assailants, to jail the terrorist leaders 
and to instruct the Palestinian Authority security forces to 
cooperate with the Israeli security forces," Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he expected a fundamental change in 
Mr. Arafat's behaviour, not only a shortterm effort to com- 
bat violence. 

The Palestinians have been blaming Israel for the vio- 
lence. They have said Mr. Netanyahu's hardline policies, 
including his decision to start construction of a Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East Jerusalem, have triggered the vio- 
lence. 

‘“Mr. Netanyahu... has to make up his mind and choose 
between settlements and peace. He cannot have both.” Mr. 

(Continued on page 15) 


despite PNA police effort 

RAM ALL AH (AFP) — Hundreds of Palestinian youths 
skirted Palestinian police lines to stone Israeli troops in 
three West Bank towns Friday as low-level protests o’er 
Israel's settlement policy entered a second week. 

The largest demonstration erupted in Ramallah, a self- 
rule town north of Jerusalem, where Palestinian police 
turned out for the first time in riot gear and armed with 
shields in a bid to prevent another day of dashes between 
protestors and soldiers stationed at the dty’s entrance. 

But the crowd of more than 200 youths which gathered 
following Friday prayers succeeded in skirting two police 
lines to enter a buffer zone near Israeli positions where 
Palestinian security forces are not allowed to enter. 

The demonstrators tossed rocks at the soldiers, but most- 
ly from more than a stone’s throw away from the Israeli 
lines. Troops responded with tear-gas and rubber bullets. 

Similar clashes occurred in Hebron, where Palestinian 
police also tried with little success to push the protestors 
back from Israeli soldiers guarding the dty’s Jewish 
enclave. 

Five Palestinians in Hebron were injured by rubber bul- 
lets, including one who was hit in the eye and required hos- 
pitalisation. witnesses saitL 

About 100 protestors also ignored Palestinian police to 
attack Israeli soldiers in Bethlehem, which along with the 
other towns has been the scene of daily stoned-throwing 
melees since Israel broke ground early last week on a Jew- 
ish settlement in .Arab East Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem, police briefly evacuated Jewish worship- 
pers from the Western Wall when some stones were tossed 
down from the A1 Aqsa Mosque compound, but there were 
no serious injuries or arrests. 

Stone-throwing was also reported from the Qalandia 
refugee camp north of Jerusalem, but by and large the 
unrest was muted. 

The protests came as U.S. peace mediator Dennis Ross 
met with Israeli and Palestinian leaders in a bid to defuse 
the crisis caused by Israel’s settlement policy and other 
decisions (see separate story). 

While the violence has remained relatively muted, with 
Israeli troops so far avoiding the use of live ammunition, 
Israeli security forces were on high alert for a possible 
escalation of unrest ahead of “Land Day” on Sunday, an 
annual series of rallies and demonstrations against Israeli 
land confiscations. 

Thousands of troops as well as tank units were placed on 
alert for a possible escalation of violence as Palestinians 

(Continued on page 15) 


„ Arab and Muslim states, angered 
by Israeli actions, unite positions 


CAIRO i Agencies) — 
Arab and Muslim countries, 
incensed by Israeli moves 
to build more housing for 
Jews in Arab East 
Jerusalem, are uniting 
against the Jewish state and 
calling for a review of ties. 

Foreign ministers of the 
22-member Arab League 
will hold a meeting here 
this weekend on the heels 
of an Islamic summit and 
two other gatherings of 
Arab and Muslim leaders 
which have denounced 
Israeli policies. 

The two-day ordinary 
ministerial conference 
which opens on Sunday is 
being billed as “Arab reac- 
tion to confront Israeli vio- 
lence and American bias.” 

During the plenary ses- 
sion, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
is expected to submit a res- 
olution calling on Arab 
states to reexamine their 
relations with Israel, Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat will 
address the meeting. 

The ministers will also 
inaugurate a painting by an 
Egyptian artist entitled 
“Jerusalem.” 

Arab and Islamic leaders 
have been in a fury over 
plans by Israel to go ahead 
with the construction of a 
new Jewish settlement on 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

The Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), 
at a meeting in Islamabad 
last weekend, declared its 


support for Palestinian 
claims to Jerusalem and 
slammed Israel’s settlement 
plans in tbe Holy City. 

DEPUTY PRIME Minis- 
ter for Development 
Affairs and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad Anani said 
Friday that the 17 coun- 
tries which attended the 
meetings in Rabat reaf- 
firmed their -rejection of a0 
Israeli moves to change 
the demographic and geo- 
graphic features of 
Jerusalem. 

Dr. Anani, who was 
speaking to Jordan Televi- 
sion after representing 
Jordan at the meeting, 
reaffirmed the Kingdom's 
support for the Palestinian 
people's right to self-deter- 
miniation on their national 
soil. 

He said: "We should 
bear in mind that the 
peace process should be 
advanced towards attain- 
ing a just, durable and 
comprehensive peace and 
that we should not give 
certain parties the chance 
to derail the peace inarch. 
We as Arabs and Muslims 
do not accept the Israeli 
measures against Muslim 
and Christian religious 
places." 

On Wednesday, the for- 
eign ministers of Saudi 
Arabia and five other Gulf 
Arab states echoed the OIC 



King Hassan n of Morocco greets Palestinian Presi- 


dent Yasser Arafat on Thursday at the meeting of 
file Jerusalem Committee of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference at the royal palace in Rabat 
(AFP photo) 


position and called on Arab 
countries to reconsider nor- 
malising ties with IsraeL 
The OIC’s AI Quds Com- 
mittee issued a resolution 
after a meeting in Rabat on 
Thursday calling on 
"Islamic stales which have 
started to take steps toward 
Israel to reconsider their 
relations with it. including 
the closure of missions and 


offices,” 

A final communique 
called for pressure "until 
Israel submits to U.N. reso- 
lutions and its commit- 
ments” to the Middle East 
peace process. 

The PNA hopes the Arab 
League will put a final seal 





GOOD FRIDAY JN JERUSALEM: Christians carry a large wooden cross on (he Via Dolorosa during Good Friday pro- 
cessions in Jerusalem. Despite fears of violence, the day passed peacefully after a stone-throwing incident involving 
Palestinians at Al Aqsa Mosque and Jews at the Western Wall (see story on page 20) (Reuters photo) 

King to meet Annan and receive 
'Seeds of Peace' Award on Monday 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
meet U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan on Mon- 
day, a spokesman for the 
U.N. said Friday. 

The King will also 
receive the "Seeds of 
Peace” award during a spe- 
cial ceremony to be held in 
New York on Monday 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and the LfS. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, the 
Jordan News Agency. 

Israel 

plans 

more 

building 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AFP) — The Israeli gov- 
ernment is planning to 
build 1,500 more homes 
for Jews in the West Bank 
and a hotel in Arab East 
Jerusalem as part of its pro- 
gramme of expanding Jew- 
ish- settlements. an Israeli 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The daily Haaretz said 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai had approved 
the contraction of an addi- 
tional 1.500 housing units 
at Givat Zeev, a settlement 
on the northern edge of 
Jerusalem. Work on the 
homes should begin in 
about two months, it said. 

The ministry maintained 
its traditional silence on 
specific settlement deci- 
sions, with a spokesman 
saying only that “the minis- 
ter occasionally authorises 
new building in existing 
settlements.” 

Israeli press reports said 
Mr. Mordechai recently 
gave preliminary approval 
to a major project for build- 
ing 1,500 new housing 
units and hotels on land to 
be annexed between Arab 
East Jerusalem and the 
nearby West Bank settle- 
ment of Maale Adumim. 

The project would extend 
Jerusalem a further five 
kilometres into the West 
Bank. 

Haaretz said that as an 
initial step in this direction, 
Israeli developers were 


Petra, said. 

The King is scheduled to 
deliver an address on the 
Middle East situation and 
the future of the peace 
process at a meeting to be 
organised by the "Seeds of 
Peace” institution in New 
York. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
SaJam MojaJi left for the 
U.S. on Thursday to join 
King Hussein in meetings 
with American administra- 
tion officials saying that the 
King's efforts are mainly 


focused on removing obsta- 
cles in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Dr. Majali said the 
King’s contacts with the 
U.S. administration come at 
a time when the peace 
process is facing difficul- 
ties adding that King Hus- 
sein is hoping that the talks 
will help bring the peace 
process back on track. 

The King is expected to 
discuss " Jordanian-L'.S. 
economic, military and 
political relations. Dr. 


Majali said, noting that Jor- 
dan is facing difficult eco- 
nomic circumstances and 
hopes that the U.S. will 
honour its commitments to 
provide economic aid to 
the Kingdom. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued appointing Deputy 
Prime Minister for Services 
Affairs and Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Abdullah Ensour as 
acting prime minister dur- 
ing the absence of Dr. 
Majali. 


Military committee concludes 
Baqoura attack investigations 

Dakamseh opened fire for 'nationalistic 
reasons' prompted by provocation by 
Israeli schoolgirls, his lawyer asserts 


(Continued on page 15j i (Continued on page 15) 


AMMAN (J.T.i — A three- 
member military committee 
entrusted with investigating 
the killing of seven Israeli 
schoolgirls by a Jordanian 
soldier. Ahmad Dakamseh. 
on March 13 in Baqoura has 
finalised its mission and 
plans to refer the case to the 
military court. 

Reports in the local press 
said the charge sheet con- 
tains the soldier's confes- 
sion that “he committed the 
shooting out of a sense of 
national duty and to protect 
his military honour and 
national dignity” alleging 
that the Israeli girls had 
provoked him “by their 
loud laughter at seeing him 
performing his prayers and 
by an attempt by one of the 
girls to take his picture 
while he was praying." 

The accused opened fire 
on the girls visiting the 
Baqoura area in the north- 
ern Jordan Valley border 
tourist spot killing seven 
and wounding five girls 
plus a teacher. 

Corporal Dakamseh told 
investigators he had not 
planned the attack and there 
was no accomplice to his 
action. 

.Ahmad Nujdawi has been 
appointed by the general 
attorney to defend Dakam- 
seh at the military court. 

The lawyer was quoted 
by these reports as saying 
that he found Dakamseh 
“was influenced by the 
events in the occupied Arab 
territories and Israel's arro- 
gance." The lawyer said he 


could not see that Dakam- 
seh was "mentally 
deranged as his behaviour 
was quite normal.” 

"1 cannot say that he is a 
national hero, but he is a 
patriot who was motivated 
to open fire by his feeling 
that he wants to defend his 
country.” said Mr. Najduwi 
after he had met Dakamseh. 
adding that he might 
request that the soldier 
undergo medical examina- 
tion during the trial. 

"'My client told me the 
Israeli girls stood close to 
him. ridiculing him. laugh- 
ing and taking pictures of 


him while he was bowing 
in submission for Muslim 
noon prayers.” Mr. Naj- 
dau i said. 

"He said he felt n was an 
inhumane action on behalf 
of the girls, that he was per- 
sonally insulted and his 
faith was offended.” said 
Mr. Najdawi, who met the 
soldier Monday. 

Dakamseh was overpow- 
ered by fellow soldiers after 
he grabbed another sol- 
dier's assault rifle and 
opened fire on the group of 
about 40 students. 

(Continued on page 15) 


Arab Bank presents 
budget, final account 


AMMAN - The Arab 
Bank Shareholders 
General Assembly held 
us b7ih meeting ai the 
Arab Bank Building in 
Amman on Friday under 
the Chairmanship ol Mr 
Ahdul Majeed Shnman. 
Chairman of the Board. 
:ind in the presence ot 
the Companies 
Comptroller at the 
Ministry ol Industry 
together with Arab 
Bank shareholders from 
turious Arab countries. 


The meeting discussed the genera) budget, the final accounts 
and the Board of Directors' repun. 
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Sri Lankan deputy slams 
PLO over Arafat’s stunt 


ROD STEWART IN DUBAI: Scottish pop star Rod Stewart is getting ready to take the 
wheel of rally champion Mohammad Ben Sulayem's Ferrari F50, for a drive through 
the streets of Dubai, on Thursday- Stewart is in Dubai to be at the World Cup horse 
race on Saturday (AFP photo) 


Islamic banks under fire 
in Egypt for ’hypocrisy' 


COLOMBO (AFP) — A 
Sri l.ankan legislator: Fri- 
day insisted Palestine -Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat did 
pull out a revolver during 
an official banquet here, 
despite denials from Pales- 
tinian officials. 

Tamil legislator Dhaima- 
lingam Siddanhao said he 
was surprised to see a press 
release by the Palestinian 
mission in New Delhi 
denying Mr Arafat pulled 
out a gun at the banquet 
hosted by President Cban- 
drika Kumaratunga. 

‘1 am surprised at the 
denial,” Mr. Siddarthan 
said. “I was seated ' at the 
same table with the two 
presidents when Mr. Arafat 
pulled out the revolver 
from under his olive green 
bush coaL” 

President Kumaratunga 
had just announced to her 
guests at her tightly-guard- 
ed temple trees residence 
on Monday the Palestinian 
leader no longer carried a 
gun, when Arafat proved 
her wrong. 

“Both presidents took it 
lightly.” Mr. Siddarthan 
said, adding he took excep- 
tion to the PLO mission in 
Delhi belittling him in its 
press release Thursday. 

The PLO office said: 
“While die embassy con- 
siders the (gun pulling) 
story attributed to some 
name. i. e., Mr. Siddarthan 
as rubbish and - nonsense, 
appeals to the press to 
authenticate such . mislead- 


ing and defaming news ” 

Mr. Siddarthan was intro- 
duced to Mr. Arafat by 
President Kumaratunga 
saying: “He was trained by 
you. but now he is with 
me.” 

Mr. Arafat had strongly 
denied his PLO trained Sri 
Lankan Tamil militants in 
the mid 1980s. Mr. Arafat 
told reporters here Tuesday 
Palestinian groups may 
have trained Sri Lankans 
but not his PLO. 

However, Mr. Sid- 
darthan, whose DPLF Party 
supports President 

Kumaratunga’s govern- 
ment, contradicted the PLO 
leader. 

Mr. Siddarthan said he 
spent three weeks in 
Lebanon in 1984, seeing 
members of his former 
Tamil militant group under- 
going training by the PLO 
there. 

Mr. Arafat’s brief 
overnight visit here on 
Monday turned out to be a 
public relations disaster for 
the PLO. A state run news- 
paper said Mr. Arafat had 
been rude at a public meet- 
ing where he took ques- 
tions from the audience. 

The PLO leader had dis- 
missed as “silly questions” 
those he did not want to 
answer. At a press con- 
farence he yelled at 
reporters to “sit down” 
when asked about the 
objective of his latest for- 
eign tour amid a deepening 
crisis at home. 


4 Germans 
kidnapped 
in Yemen 




BONN ( AFP) — Four Ger- 
man tourists have been kid- 
napped in Yemen, where 
another tourist group from 
Germany was released just 
two weeks ago after being 
held hostage for 10 days, the 
foreign ministry said Friday. 

Their identities were not 
disclosed, but a ministry 
spokesman said they were 
abducted by unknown per- 
sons in a region between the 
capital of Saana and the city 
of Marib. 

A crisis unit has been set up 
inside the German embassy 
in Yemen as well as in die 
foreign ministry in Bonn, the 
spokesman said 

In Sanaa, local authorities 
and the embassy, contacted 
by AFP, declined to comment 
on the latest kidnappings. 

On March 3, seven German 
motorcycle tourists were kid- 
napped by 50 armed tribes- 
men near Tarim, 750 kilome- 
tres east of Sanaa, and held 
by members of the Manahil 
mountain tribe, north of the 
oil-rich Wadi Massila area. 

They were freed 10 days 
later, after which the Yemeni 
government denied that it 
met the captors' demand of a 
ransom $7 million. 

Prior to this week, some 80 
foreigners had been kid- 
napped since 1993 by tribes- 
men hoping to exact ransom 
payments from the govern- 
ment All were freed 
unharmed 


Indonesia, Qatar discuss peace process 1 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatari Foreign Minister Hamad JWl 
Jassem Ben Jabr A1 Thani discussed bilateral relations and r 
the Middle East peace process here Friday with his Indone. 
si an counterpart All Alatas, officials said. Sheikh Hamad 
and Mr. Alatas also discussed the results of the summit of 

the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) held in 
Islamabad last weekend, the officials said. They signed a fej. 
ter committing Qatar and Indonesia to stepping up econom- 
ic cooperation and investment protection. Several thousand 
Indonesians work in Qatar and other Gulf states. 


Netanyahu to visit Rome / 

ROME (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyaa^ A 
Netanyahu is ro visit Rome on April 11 for talks with his [ t| 
Italian counterpart Romano Prodi and to attend an econnm- 
ic conference, an official statement said. The prime minis, 
ter’s office said the high-level bilateral conference would be 
held at the headquarters of confindusiria. the Italian employ- ff) 

ers* association- Mr. Netanyahu was last in Rome on Feb. I'"' 
3. when he met Italian leadens and for the first time. Pope 
John Paul n. 


Germany rejects Rushdie fears 


BONN (AFP) — Germany Thursday rejected fears by 
British novelist Salman Rushdie, under an Iran-imposed 
death sentence for blasphemy to Islam, that it would influ- 
ence a trial of five suspected pro- Iranian terrorists. Spokes- 
men for the foreign and justice ministries stressed that Ger- 
many’s courts were independent. Speaking in Strasbourg, 
Rushdie said Bonn appeared to be exerting pressure for a 
favourable verdict at the trial, which has been going on since 
October 1993, and that it would be a “scandal” if that was 
so. One Iranian and a Lebanese, suspected of working for 
Iranian intelligence, are accused of an attack on a Berlin 
restaurant in 1992, when four dissident Iranian Kurds were 
lolled. During the (rial accusations of top-level Iranian 
involvement in the case brought an angry reaction from 
Tehran, and the implication of Mr. Rushdie’s comment was 
that Germany did not want to face potential revenge attacks 
if the five were found guilty. The verdict is expected on 
April 10. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Islamic 
banks are under attack in 
Egypt where they have 
been accused by the press 
of “hypocrisy" for taking 
advantage of people’s reli- 
gious conviction to amass 
their own wealth. 

"These banks are trying 
to convince the people that 
dealing with any other 
banking establishment is 
■haram’ (illegal under 
Islam).” said Ibrahim Siida. 
editor of the government 
weekly newspaper Akhbar 
Al Yam. 

The newspaper s director. 
Kamal Abdul Rauf, went 
further and accused the 
Islamic banks of 
“hypocrisy.” 

"They are using Islam to 
attract a larger number of 
clients, spirit away pan of 
their earnings in exchange 
for financing what they say 
are charity projects and 
guarantee a ‘halal’ (legal 
under Islam) profit." Mr. 
Abdul Rauf said. 

During the Holy Month 
of Ramadan in January. 
Islamic banks launched a 
media campaign to attract 
new clients and claimed 
through television adver- 
tisements ihai they alone 
provided "halal" profits. 

One of the five pillars of 
Islam is to pay a "zakat" 
(contribution to a charity) 
but differences remain on 
how banks should handle 


interest rates. Islamic banks 
claim that pre-ttxed interest 
rates provided by commer- 
cial banks violate Islam's 
anti-usury principles. 

In a bid to woo devout 
Muslims. Islamic banks 
instead distribute profit 
equally among their depos- 
itors. 

But the head of Al Azhar. 
the highest Sunni Muslim 
authority, has joined the 
controversy recently by 
insisting that banks which 
fix interest rates in advance 
are not acting against 
Islamic principles. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein Tantawi further 
angered believers by stating 
that Islamic banks “should 
erase the word Islamic 
which suggests that the 
other banking establish- 
ments are not Islamic.” 

There are three Islamic 
banks in Egypt: the Egypt- 
ian-Saudi Finance Bank, 
the Islamic International 
Bank for Investments and 
Development and the 
Faysal Islamic Bank which 
has a capital of $300 mil- 
lion. 

The state-controlled Misr 
Bank and the Bank of Cairo 
have departments specialis- 
ing in "Islamic transac- 
tions." 

Egypt's Islamic banks 
carry little economic 
weight and represent only 
20 per cent of the $3.5 bil- 


lion deposited in invest- 
ment banks and a tiny frac- 
tion of the S44 billion dol- 
lars deposited in commer- 
cial banks. 

“The government is not 
afraid that they could one 
day control the banking 
system in Egypt but the 
press is fed up with their 
moralistic approach to 
making business,” a West- 
ern banker who declined to 
be named said. 

Ahmad Zendu. a former 
egyptian finance minister 
who headed an Islamic 
bank in the 1980s. has 
joined the fray in protesting 
Islamic banks. "They are 
hiding their real profit and 
making up others for the 
sake of clients and calling 
this profit distribution,” Mr. 
Zendu said. 

A former head of state 
security. General Fuad 
Allam, charged that mili- 
tants were using profit 
made by Islamic banks to 
finance extremist activities. 

A former vice president at 
the International Union of 
Islamic Banks denied this 
accusation.’The activities 
of these banks is controlled 
by the state.” said Mah- 
moud Al Ansari. "In fact 
their profit is such that the 
U.S. bank Citibank has 
decided to open a branch 
dealing in Islamic transac- 
tions in the Gulf.” he said. 


Canada charges Saudi was 
driver in Khobar bombing 


OTTAWA (Agencies) — 
The Canadian government 
charged on Thursday that 
one of two Saudi dissidents 
it is holding was a driver 
involved in the massive 
truck bomb in Saudi Arabia 
last June that killed 19 U.S. 
airmen. 

In documents filed with 
the federal court Canada's 
intelligence service alleged 
that Hani Abdul Rahim 
Hussein Al Sayegh con- 
ducted surveillance at the 
site of the bombing, which 
also wounded close to 400 
people. 

It said he then drove a car 
which “signalled the explo- 
sives-laden truck to enter 
the parking Iol" 

Mr. Sayegh was arrested 
in Ottawa on March 18 on 
the grounds that he repre- 
sented a security threat to 
Canada. 

Federal Court Justice 
Donna McGillis made an 
initial examination of the 
evidence in his absence on 
Thursday and declined to 
set bim free, fixing a further 
hearing for April 28 to 
which he is invited to 
appear. 


The U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) said 
last Saturday it wanted to 
put questions about the 
bombing to Mr. Sayegh, a 
28-year-old Shi ’ire Muslim 
who denies having been in 
Saudi Arabia last June. 

The evidence was pre- 
sented at a federal court 
hearing by the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Ser- 
vice (CSIS). 

A 19-page outline of the 
allegations against Mr. 
Sayegh included claims 
that 

— Sayegh was a member 
of the Saudi Hizballah, a 
group of Shi’ite Muslim 
militants with a history of 
violence and links t ©ex- 
tremist groups in Lebanon; 

— Before die Khobar bl- 
ast, Sayegh was detected 
conducting surveillance at 
the military compound; 

— He drove a car that sig- 
naled the bomb truck to 
enter the Khobar base 
grounds. 

“On the night of June 25, 
1996, a white car followed 
by a 5,000-gallon (190,000 
litre) tanker truck pulled 
into a parking lot in front of 


the Al Khobar towers,” the 
CSIS statement said. 

“The white car flashed its 
headlights and another car 
already parked in the lot 
flashed its headlights in 
response. The two vehicles 
then pulled into the parking 
lot. The white car pulled 
ahead and then stopped. 

“The tanker truck, rigged 
with an estimated 2,260 
kilogrammes of explosives, 
was backed up to the fence 
line in front of the build- 
ing,” the statement contin- 
ued. 

‘Two men jumped out of 
the truck and hurriedly 
went over and entered the 
white car. which drove 
away at high speed. They 
were quickly followed by 
the signal vehicle. Four to 
six minutes later, the truck 
bomb exploded without 
warning." 

It continued: “Hani Al 
Sayegh, who is now in 
Canada, conducted surveil- 
lance at the site of the 
bombing. On the day of the 
bombing, he was the driver 
of the car which signalled 
the explosives-laden truck 
to enter the parking Iol" 


Israeli billionaire Eisenberg dies at 76 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Billionaire Shaul Eisenberg, one of the 
leading businessmen in Israel, died Thursday of a heart 
attack during a business trip to Beijing, a famil y spokesman 
said. Eisenberg was 76. He was head of the Israel corpora- 
tion. a huge holding company with interests throughout 
Israel, Europe, Central Asia and elsewhere. He also has coo- 
trolling interests in the Israel chemicals conglomerate and in 
Zim Navigation Lines, Israel's biggest shipping company. 
His son, Irwin Eisenberg, left Israel for Beijing to bring the 
body home, the aide said. The funeral will take place in 
Israel early next week, said the spokesman, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. ; 


Morocco adopts draft law on regions 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s parliament unanimously adopt- 
ed a draft law to set up elected councils in 16 regions, 
including the disputed Western Sahara to give people a , 
voice in daily economic management, a spokesman said on 
Friday. .The draft law was unanimously approved and 
adopted by the 333-seat Chamber of Representatives during 
an extraordinary session on Thursday night,” a parliament 
spokesman said. Opposition groups with their 125 seats, led 
by the old-guard Istiqlal pany, also voted in favour of the 
new law, he said. The 70-artide law aims at administrative 
decentralisation to involve more people in decision-making 
to provide improved management of regional resources, the 
spokesman said. The new law is pan of the constitutional 
reforms adopted in 1 996, including the establishment of a bi- 
cameral parliament to be elected in the second half of 1 997. 


Three beheaded Id Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — A Sudanese convicted of a series of 
murders and two other Arabs found guilty of drug traffick- 
ing were beheaded on Friday, the Saudi Interior Ministry 
said. Jahallah Al Bashir Al Taher was executed in Khaims 
MashiL southwest of the kingdom, for killing two couples 
and a woman during house break-ins. The ministry said 
Mamdouh Mahmoud Hussein Al Nauru from Syria and Jor- 
danian Mohammad Mahmoud Khalid Al Khalid i were 
beheaded in Sikaka, in the north, for drug trafficking. The 
latest executions raised to 19 the number of people behead- 
ed in the kingdom so far this year. Saudi Arabia, where 
Islamic laws are strictly applied, bands down death sen- 
tences for murder, rape, armed robbery and drug trafficking. 
Last year, 68 people were executed, down from a record 191 
in 1995. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Mickey Jfc 
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04:35 — Rome (AZ) 

06:30 - -London (KJ) 

Royal Wings (RWl Flights 
20:30 — .Aqaba (RW) 


Denial d AJv allures 

14:30. 


1 5:00 

French Pro^rjinmo.s 

16:00 

till Idle World Spurt 

16:30 


17:00 

Till 

17:25 

....Drama — Blue Heelers 

IS:U0 


19 JO. 


1 9J5 Comedy — Handin’ Wiih 

Mr. Cooper 

20:00. 

Doc. — Mucaziuc-OI 

20:40 


21:10 Science Fiction — "Time 

Tra\" 


■ , ' , :00 


22:25. 


23:15 

Feature Film — "A Red 

W Hid” 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:06.. 

04-11 

Fajr 

11:40 


15:11... 


17-56. 


19:14. 



Tel. (03541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeJ. 

77)751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 82712c. 

E\ angelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2-U28. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
054032- 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675b 1 * I . 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 2^5 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614)90- 


Yesterday’s, high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 70 per cent, 
Aqaba 36 percent 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Stnafieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunica tion 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra $ancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of (he Annunciation 


WEATHER 

Si/Orfin supplied in lire Depen- 
men! ef Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise. skie> sunny to partly cloudy, 
and winds northeasterly to north- 
westerly moderate. On Sunday, 
temperatures will rise further. In 
Aqaba, moderate weather condi- 
tions will prevail, winds norther- 
ly moderate, and seas calm. 
Min/Max. temp_ 

Amman 04/16 

Aqaba 11/24 

Deserts 02/20 

Jordan Valley 1 0/23 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi — .894788 
Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 7592(30 
Dr. Salman AlDaboubi -661144 

Dn KhafidAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

.Al Sakun pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Slnwsjsani pharmacy ....637660 

Nqjib pharmacy -...S47632 

ERBID: 

Dc Alazen Abu Bakir ...276852 

Al Quds pharmacy I — ) 

ZARQ.V. 

Dr. Samir AlLawa 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 17 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

- 661111 

Civil Defence Immetfiaie Rescue 

630341 

Gv3 Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade ...617101 
Blood Bank.. 775121 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Muni c ipal i ty Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdafi Telepbone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
— 815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ FKght Information OS- 

53200 

Queen AHa IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

r 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Arim 

— 644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amu. 

: 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matenuty 

— 642362 

Mallias, J. Amman 636140 


Pal e sti n e, Shmessani 607071 

Shmosani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqatal 845845 

ALMuasher HospitaL667227/9 
The Mamie, Abdafi 666126/37 

AKAhE. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Mnteyreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asbnifieh 

.775111/26 

Army, Marias 89161 L/L5 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240(50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery- 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


Zarqa 

-(09)983323 

National Hospital 

rnronrran 

Jbn Sira Hospital ,...(09)986732 
Al Hiham Modern Hospital 
mQWQOQQO 

IRB1D: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

(mynww 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(07)77777‘5 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
_(Q2)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08c30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09ti55 .Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJj 

10:30 Colombo (RJ) 

12J5 Amsterdam. Frankfurt 
/add) (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*55 — — — London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

19-.40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

2&05 Jeddah (add) CRT) 

21 JO Vienna (RJ) 

21:50 Vienna. Berlin (add) (RJ) 

22 d)0 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

01:30 -Brussels. Damascus (RJ) 

01:50 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

05:35 .Bangkok (RJ) 


03:45 Rome lAZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09--20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .-...Sbarm AJ Sheikh (KWj 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Aqaba (add) (RJj 

0620 — Benin (RJ) 

10:30 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

U:00 Aqaba. Vienna fRJ) 

11 .-05 Paris. Brussels fRJ) 

11:15 ..Vienna. Berlin (add) (RJ) 
11:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 — Cairo (RJ) 

12:30 Paris (RJ i 

13:00 _ London (RJ) 

14:25 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

14:40 feddah (add) (RJ) 

21:00 -...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
21:15 — -Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

22tf0 Bombay (RJ) 

22i20 — — Jeddah (RJ) 

23:20 ....Bahrain, Doha(RJ) 

23:45 Lamaea (RJ) 


huaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 a.m. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 p m every 
Sunday 


Upperfower price in fils per kg. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tins information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 


Other Flights 

12:40 .^Muscat, A bu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 Dubai, Damascus CEK) 

21:00 Paris, Damascus ( AF) 

22:20 _, Lamaea (CY) 

2225 Beirut (ME) 

77- y; _-Cairo (MS) 

23:40 —Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

23:50 London (KJ) 

01:00 -London, Damascus (BA) 


Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

03.-00 Beirut, Aliens i OAj 

07:00 — Jleirur (ME) 

13:30 -Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 — ~ Vienna (OS) 

19:15 Dubai (E{ Q 

23:10 . — Lamaea (CY) 

23J0 - — — Cairo (MS) 

23:55 -Abu Dhabi. Bahrain i AF) 
OOrfO Amsterdam ( KL ] 


Banana.- .. 

Banana (imported). 
Cabbaae 

. — 600/600 
.950/700 

Carrot tm/ioo 

Cauliflower... 

Cucumber (large.) 
Cucumber (small).. 
Eggplant. 

16G/1Q0 

. — 200/120 

340/200 

.220/110 

Fava beans 

... .450/300 

Garlic 

1550/600 j 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

..„.2OQ/140 

.43(i'250 

Marrow (large)..—..., 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

.....200/350 

-.260/180 

250/180 

Onion (drv) 

Chance 

340/150 

eravwn 

Peas onn/mfl 

Peppenhot) 

Pfcpper (sweet) . _ 

600/400 

6QQU00 

Potaio .... 

370020 

Radish 

Spinach 

150/60 

260/150 

String beans 

1000/900 

Tomato 

...380/220 


arli'I'H'*'" 1 
■ ,,i ivM 1 ' 
... 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, March 29, 1997 


NRA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf and 
•British Ambassador Peter Hinchcliffe Thursday signed a 
memorandum of understanding which provides a grant of 
£110,000 to expand the Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA) in the area of environmental thematic mapping. 

According to a statement released by the British embassy, 
the project is funded by a grant from the British govern- 
ment’s Overseas Development Administration (ODA). 

This two-year project is expected to stan in April 1997 
and cover a pilot study of the Aqaba region, the statement 
said. 

It provides two years of short-term support by British 


consultants as well as training in the U.K. for NRA staff, it 
added. 

The project aims to improve knowledge of the environ- 
mental profile of the Aqaba region as well as enhance the 
expertise of the NRA staff, thereby providing the govern- 
ment of Jordan with a better position in its negotiations 
with its regional partners over Jordan Rift Valley develop- 
ment plans. 

The availability of environmental thematic plans for the 
Aqaba region will improve the allocation of resources 
including port activity, housing and tourism, the statement 
concluded. 


Group urges establishment of body 
to deal with child abuse in Kingdom 


By Francesca CIriaci 

fcr Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A profession- 
al group of experts 
involved in child care, 
development and protection 
has pledged its commit- 
ment to establish an inde- 
pendent body to which 
cases of child abuse can be 
reported and referred. 

This “child protection 
unir” should be “decen- 
tralised, with offices all 
over the Kingdom," and its 
establishment should be 
initiared before the end of 
1997. representatives from 
the ministries of health, 
social development and 
Planning as well as the 
Public Security Department 
officers and representatives 
from United Nations and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs) said Thurs- 
day. 

If abuse is suspected or if 
there is reason for concern 
in relation to a child, the 
referral and reporting 
■a mechanisms provided by 
f the projected unit will 
allow for investigation, 
assessment and support of 
the child and family in a 
way which would be effec- 
tive while maintaining indi- 
vidual rights. 

Increased cases of emo- 
tional. physical, and sexual 
child abuse -or neglect are 
being reported globally, and 
Iordan is no exception. 
According to a 1992-1993 
United Nations Children 
Fund (UNICEF) report on 
“the state of the Jordanian 
child." cases of child abuse 
are thought to be on the 
increase, especially due to 
stress imposed by negative 
economic circumstances. 

“Sometimes children are 
brought in (to the hospital) 
for accidental injuries and 
only later would doctors 
recognise signs of deliber- 
ate abuse," said Frial Haya- 
jneh, lecturer at lrbid Uni- 
versity Science of and 
Technology and previous 
supervisor of the emer- 
gency department at the 
t Amman University Hospi- 
r tai. 

She recalled the case of a 
four-year old boy who was 
hospitalised after having 
been hit by a car in the 
street. In treating his 
injuries, the doctor at the 
emergency department 
recognised obvious signs of 
recent sexual abuse. "After 
the child was encouraged to 
disclose, he told the emer- 
gency staff that he had been 
hit by the car while trying 
to escape from his uncle, 
who sexually abused him 


on a regular basis. 

“Sometimes parents bring 
in their deceased child and 
show no emotion whatso- 
ever," Dr. Hayajneh said. 
“In most of these cases, 
signs of abuse were blatant 
on the little dead bodies." , 

The resolution to estab- 
lish a special child protec- 
tion unit was taken as one 
of the final deliberations of 
a three-day workshop on 
“Child Abuse and Protec- 
tion” organised by ihe Jor- 
dan River for Development 
Projects (JRDP) in cooper- 
ation with the British Coun- 
cil and the British embassy 
in Amman. 

The workshop, which 
dosed on Thursday, was 
held under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Rania 

Abdullah, who is also pres- 
ident of the JRDP. 

The child protection pro- 
ject, recently initiated under 
the umbrella of the JRDP, is 
managed by Lena Husseini. 

Praising Princess Rania 
for her courageous effort in 
tackling a socially and cul- 
turally sensitive issue. 

Director of the British 
Council, Jordan David Bur- 
ton emphasised that “peo- 
ple at the top provide guid- 
ance and stimulus" for such 
projects. 

In their final recommen- 
dations. the participants in 
the workshop called for: 

• The introduction of spe- 
cial laws to protect children 
and those who report child 
abuse. 

• The establishment of a 
separate body to which 
child abuse would be 
reported and referred. 

• The establishment of 

counselling centres, 

throughout the Kingdom 
and especially in underpriv- 
ileged areas, where poverty 
and ignorance are consid- 
ered predisposing factors 
for child abuse. 

• Raising awareness of 
children's rights and abuse, 
through public awareness 
campaigns 

• The introduction of fam- 
ily support services for the 
prevention of child abuse. 

The workshop was facili- 
tated by two British experts 
famili ar with child abuse 
issues from the legal, edu- 
cational and medical points 
of view: Senior lecturer in 
primary education, 

Dominic Wyse, and Deputy 
Director of the School of 
Health Angela Harwin. both 
from Liverpool John 

Moores University. 

Through information ses- 
sions. slide presentations, 
group discussions and 

research reviews, partici- 


pants were taught to cate- 
gorise, identify and recog- 
nise different types of child 
abuse and its subsequent 
effects. 

“Of course there are no 
hard and fast rules in the 
identification of abuse. A 
child may be abused with 
no outward signs apparent 
even to those who know 
him or her well," Ms. 
Hatwin told the workshop. 

“What is important is that 
those working with chil- 
dren know what they 
should be looking for and 
what they should be con- 
cerned about," she added. 

Drawing precise skin 
maps, the facilitators 
instructed participants on 
how to recognise the posi- 
tioning and nature of non- 
accidental physical injuries: 
finger tip bruising, stick or 
strap marks, while, they 
said, black eyes are rarely 
caused by a fall and two 
black eyes can only be the 
result of deliberate abuse. 

Unlike physical abuse, 
sexual abuse may not be 
manifested in outward 
signs. 

“In the older child, sexual 
abuse is more likely to 
manifest itself in behav- 
ioural and/or psychological 
problems, including a sexu- 
al awareness inappropriate 
to the child's age, , with- 
drawal^’ conduct disorders 
and academic under- 
achieving” Mr- ^yse said. 

Self-destructiveness and 
lack of self-esteem may 
also be indicators of physi- 
cal, sexual or emotional 
abuse, Mr. Wyse and Ms. 
Hatwin emphasised. 

In terms of neglect, they 
stated that ‘it needs to be 
viewed subjectively, taking 
the child's and family cir- 
cumstances into account.” 

However, stunted growth, 
constant hunger, scaveng- 
ing or stealing may be due 
to poor nutrition as well as 
poor personal hygiene 
resulting in skin disorders, 
ragged clothing and emaci- 
ation may all be signs of 
domestic neglect. 

Poor parenting skills were 
also deemed by most par- 
ticipants as a possible fac- 
tor which could impede a 
child’s normal and happy 
growth, if not lead to abuse. 

Stressing the need for 
increasing awareness of 
child development and the 
importance of parenting 
skills, psychologist Iman 
Abu Hartab. from the Insti- 
tute for Child Health and 
Development of the Noor 
AI Hussein Foundation 
(NHF), said “sometimes 
parents punish children for 


simply the normal rough- 
ness and curiosity of child- 
hood.” 

She recalled a recent case, 
reported by various Arabic 
dailies, of a girl from Zarqa 
who died as a result of her 
father locking her in a darjc 
cellar. « 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Bashir Bilbeisi called upon 
his fellow participants in 
the workshop for informa- 
tion exchanges between 
school counsellors and the 
local police chief. 

“If the neighbours suspect 
or are aware that child 
abuse is being committed in 
a home, the police can take 
action on allegations of 
civic disturbance, if 
screaming or other loud 
noise occurs,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

The person who files a 
report will then be treated 
as an informant and the 
police can start interrogat- 
ing family members. After- 
wards, he said, if forensic 
doctors have proved abuse, 
a court case could ensue. 

And it*ls exactly here that 
the Jordanian system fails 
and problems begin, partic- 
ipants agreed. 

Strongly attacking the 
inadequacy of the current 
penal code, according to 
which only the victim can 
file a case against the 
offender, they called for 
special legislation to deal 
with cases of child abuse 
and listed it as the first pri- 
ority on their final recom- 
mendations. 

“They promised a new 
law on child abuse three 
years ago. but nothing has 
yet been enacted.” com- 
plained Dr. Janette Abbud 
of the National Task Force 
for Women. 

Many participants 

expressed their feeling that 
their efforts, however dedi- 
cated and untiring, can only 
reach a certain point, but 
that the government and the 
legislators must complete 
such efforts, introducing 
effective and comprehen- 
sive laws tackling child and 
domestic abuse issues. 

In reply to His Majesty 
King Husssein’s letter of 
designation two weeks ago. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali promised to 
“take inspiration from (the 
King’s) love and determi- 
nation to work to ensure 
that we offer all help to the 
weak..., responding to their 
needs.” 

The public, and, most 
importantly, the children, 
are waiting. 


What’s Going On 


- ESCTtHHB. ■ ; -• f 

* “Forms’of Alliance Among the Countries of tiw j Sc«tJi’ -(in Arabic) by HilmI Sha’rawi at Abdul Haraeed Shoman 

Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. -V: - . v. . : 

:v. ; EXEromoNS 

; * Artworks bv Etryptian artist Jamil Shaffq enti tied “Black andWhite” at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 
68^598). until April 10. (The artist will be at Baladna .Gallery. on Saturday March 29 to sign limited copies of prints of 

his work). . . . ' • ■ . 

'* Display of products by Jordan Design and Trad^ Centre of Noor Al Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra (TeL 
.699141/2), tmiH March 30. '. . . . ' 

/ ^Paintings by Saadi Dawood at. die Orient Gallery; Issamijioum S L, Sbmehani, until March 31. 

- ^SpiingexWbition 1997 at QrfaJi Art Gallery Umm Utheiiiuntil April 6. 

* Artworks "by Mohammad Ali Shaker at the French fnltiirai Ctatlre, 3 abal Weibdeh until March 31. 

i Worts by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at Darat Alftihim, Jabal Weibdeb. until April 3. Also displaying 
^woiksby rontemporaiy Arab artists. .. 


Environmental management is key to 
rehabilitation of Azraq Basin — lecture 


By Sacha Baggili 
Special to the Jordan Tunes. 

AMMAN — In a lecture relating the 
story of ihe degradation and rehabilita- 
tion of the Azraq Basin. Director of the 
Azraq Oasis Conservation Project 
(AOCP) Ghaith Fariz, Wednesday high- 
lighted the importance of communica- 
tion in the public domain concerning 
environmental management- in Jordan. 

“The lesson to be Jeamt here is the 
importance of communication between 
national institutions." said Dr. Fariz. at 
a lecture hosLed by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN ). 

“A failure to communicate led to the 
abuse of the Azraq Oasis.” he contin- 
ued, "and the success of cooperation 
between related government ministries, 
the University of Jordan, the RSCN and 
the AOCP was the key to a successful 
rehabilitation project." 

In recounting the history of the Azraq 
Basin. Dr. Fariz explained that archae- 
ological digs have proved that the area 
was inhabited up to 250.000 years ago 
and that as “a blue spot amid a vast yel- 
low arid region" it has historically been 
an attraction for humans and 'ali crea- 
tures of God." 

Throughout this historical epoch it 
was an area of migratory movement for 
the ancient Romans and Greeks and 
was used as a base for the Arab forces in 
the Great Arab Revolt. 

According to Dr. Fariz. until the onset 
of depletion in the late 1970's. Azraq 
boasted an abundance of flora, fauna 
and wildlife, unique not only to the 
Middle East, but also “in global terms.” 

"Thirty years ago. Azraq was inhabit- 
ed by wild horses and buffalo," he 
added, expressing dismay that this pre- 
cious area has been subjected to abuse 
and over-pumping, leading to the neces- 
sity of “joint forces as the only means of 
steering away from degradation.” 

He told the members of the general 
public attending the lecture that, 
although approximately five per cent 
and one per cent of the Azraq basin lie 
in Syrian and Saudi Arabian territory 
respectively, it is located mostly in Jor- 
dan with responsibility for the centrally 
located oasis existing totally as the 
hands of Jordanians. 

Eighty per cent of the water received 
by the .Azraq wetlands originates from 
the Syrian area (the highest point) 
which progresses south, to the oasis 
through underground water veins. 

J>. Fariz explained that water-pump- 
ing from Azraq to the capital and sur- 
rounding towns began in the 1940’s but 
“this was minimal and never really 
affected the slams of the wetlands.” 

By 1993, 25 million cubic metres 
(mcm) of water was being pumped for 
municipal needs and 25 mcm of water 
was being pumped for agricultural uses. 
"This amounted to twice the oasis' nat- 
ural rechargeable capacity," asserted 
Mr. Fariz. 

He said that the abuse of the Azraq 


basin, which gravely affected Lhe popu- 
lation of Azraq. mourned as a direct 
result of economic, social and demo- 
graphic developments in the Kingdom. 

In the endeavours of institutions in the 
public domain to satisfy the growing 
demand for waler. "nobody accounted 
for the environmental cosis of their 
actions." slated Mr. Fariz. 

In the 1970‘s and SO s. Jordan was 
enjoying the residual effects of an eco- 
nomic boom in the Gulf". Many Jordan- 
ian expalriuls working in the Gulf 
"began pouring money into Jordan, 
often opting to invest monev in agricul- 
tural land in the vicinity of the Azraq 
wetlands.” said Dr. Fariz. “Over ihe 
years this [situation] increased the agri- 
cultural demand for water by at least a 
thousand- fold, and this inflated demand 
became '.totally dependent on under- 
ground water from the Azraq basin." 

According to information published 
by the United Nations Development 
Fund tUNDP). the water extraction 
explosion of the late 1970‘s was com- 
pounded in the 19S0's as the economy 
expanded and population increased. 

The consequences were reportedly 
disastrous. Springs, lakes and marshes 
dried up and foliage and wildlife disap- 
peared. 

The underground water (able dramati- 
cally increased and ihe salinity of water 
and soil surged. 

Dr. Fariz pointed to the irony of the 
timing of the incipience of (he environ- 
mental disaster in .Azraq. as in 1976 Jor- 
dan signed the Ramsa Convention in 
Iran, which outlined measures to be 
taken for the protection of wetlands 
world- wide. 

“As a signatory to die convention, 
which was pioneered in the Kingdom 
by the RSCN. Jordan committed itself 
to protect Azraq.” he sard. “Despite this, 
abuse of the area started at the same 
time." 

He stated that 'thanks to the existence 
of the Ramsa Convention, the concern 
of certain members of the public, as 
well as national and international envi- 
ronmentalists. the AOCP came to life, 
with the basic mission of at least reha- 
bilitating the lakes of Azraq.” 

In 1993. the UNDP resolved to use 
financing available through the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) to address 
the ecological crisis in .Azraq. 

“The degradation of the Azraq basin 
was caused by the many water 
claimants. Nobody accounted for oth- 
ers’ needs, there was no communication 
and a tragedy in the public domain 
arose.” said Dr. Fariz. 

He continued by saying that, in recog- 
nition of this failure, the AOCP decided 
to structure its programme around the 
importance of water manaeemenL 

The AOCP's programme, therefore, 
encompassed discussion and coopera- 
tion between the Ministry of Municipal, 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment, 
the Ministry of Water and Irrigation, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the RSCN and 


the University of Jordan. 

These institutions were joined by per- 
manent staff of Lhe AOCP. and national 
and international consultants, under (he 
environmental umbrella. 

Dr. Fariz elucidated that in (heir quest 
to supply Amman and surrounding 
towns with more water, the responsible 

panics concentrated excessive pumping 
on the main fresh water vein in the 
basin, without first embarking on an 
environmental impact assessment. 

By exclusively pumping fresh water 
to the city in ihis way. the balance in 
pressure between the brine and fresh 
water aquifers was seriously damaged 
leading to the threat of salinuiion of lhe 
all the water in Azraq. 

Dr. Fariz described Amman as the 
“black hole” which swallowed up 
Azraq's water resources and which 
caused the movement of the saline 
front. = 

For this reason it was agreed that the 
huge pipeline which was installed for 
supplv of water io the city should he 
used to re-pump water hack into the 
lakes ol‘ Azraq. 

This procedure continues and the 
movement of the saline front across the 
basin has been slowed. 

In IMM-J (he AOCP initiated a massive 
clean-up operation in ihe basin to open 
up the wadis and maximise lhe flow ul 
water front springs and rivers to the 
lakes of lhe v etlands. preparing the area 
for rains. 

The AOCP collaborated with the Min- 
istry of Water and Irrigation in establish 
a management plan which would iv 
socially, politically and economical] v 
adaptable to the Kingdom. 

“We endeavoured to establish a man- 
agement plan which woulJ ensure that 
each bucket of water in lhe country was 
accounted for. Water quality models 
and water transport models were scruti- 
nised so that they would be as environ- 
mcnially sound us possible.” Dr. Fariz 
said. 

Extensive soil surveys were undertak- 
en in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Agriculture to determine soil salinity 
and soil capabilities in the basin. "Man- 
agement plans of what to cultivate 
where for the most efficient use of 
water were created." he added. 

In cooperation with the University of 
Jordan, an environmental impact 
assessment manual was produced. 
“This manual constitutes a checklist of 
tests and formalities which should be 
undertaken weekly, monthly or yearly 
until the year 20t)U in order to guarantee 
sustainability in the Azraq basin. 

Dr. Fariz concluded his lecture by 
asserting that the long-term future of 
lhe Azraq basin will ultimately depend 
on continued public awareness of the 
reserve's vulnerability and continued 
cooperation between tlic aforemen- 
tioned national institutions, saying that 
the lesson to be learnt is that "nature 
will Lake revenge If we misuse it. 




K \ < 




DAY 

FIVE 


\ \ UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 
PRINCESS RANIA AL-ABDULLAH 

JORDAN RIVER FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Is organizing a fund raising campaign:- 
CIoths,toys, books, non-perishable foods, monetary contributions and anything 
that will put a smile on a child's face will be collected 

From March 25 until April 3, 1997 
Between 8:00am - 7:00pm 

Donated gifts could be:sent to one of the following locations:- 
Jordan River Designs showroom (See map), A I Ablia A beta - 
McDonald's (Mecca St.) - Iman Early Learning Center (Abdoun) - Safeway - 

Fakfaerdin Restaurant - A ram ex (Mecca St/In front of Dahiat Al Hussien ) 

A ram ex (lrbid) 

Or you can deposit your contribution to:- 

A special Jordan River For Development Projects’ bank account number 48/50493/20 
At The Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Following, allocated funds will be distributed all over the kingdom between April 6 until April IS, 1997 
An account of what is contributed will appear daily in local newspapers 

We hope you will join us in making this Eid one to remember for our needy children, even if it 

means a sacrifice. 
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For further information call 613081 or Fax 613083 


Nates: 

. Items should be clean and in a good condition 

. When sending a parcel, kindly attach a brief description with a recommended age or size. 
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U.S. suicide cult autopsies 


begin; leader may be dead 


RANCHO SANTA FE, Ca- 
lifornia (R) — Coroners 
Friday carried out autopsies 
on 39 members of a UFO 
death cult amid reports the 
group’s leader may have 
perished in America’s worst 
mass suicide. 

Officials with the San 
Diego County Medical Exa- 
miner’s Office said at least 
eight autopsies had been 
finished by Thursday eve- 
ning and as many as six 
familes had been notified. 

Police said they would not 
identify victims until that 
process was complete. 

Meanwhile, bizarre details 
continued to emerge about 
the cult, known as “Hea- 
ven's Gate." and its pre- 
sumed leader Marshall 
Apple-while. 

CBS said Applewhite, 
who in the cult went by the 
name "Doe." was among the 
victims found late Wednes- 
day in the $1.6 million man- 
sion outside San Diego 
from which they ran a suc- 
cessful business designing 
Internet web sites. 

According to friends, Ap- 
plewhite was a former mu- 
sic teacher in Houston dur- 
ing the late 1960s. 

“He was a wonderful per- 
son and a wonderful tea- 
cher," said one woman who 
knew- him. “He made quite a 
contribution." 

That music teacher Thurs- 
day was being fingered- as 
the leader of a California 
cult built on the belief that a 
UFO would transport mem- 
bers to heaven once they 
had discarded the earthly 
"container" of their bodies. 

Television networks 
scrambled to find footage of 


Applewhite, some daring as 
far back as 1974. in which 
he spoke of resurrection, 
outer space and cosmic des- 
tiny. 

Applewhite’s vision appa- 
rently took on a new urgen- 
cy with the arrival of the 
comet Hale Bopp, which 
authorities believed spurred 
the group to put its suicide 
plan into action. 

"You can follow us, but 
you cannot stay here and 
follow us," he said in one 
recent videotape shown on 
television. 

On Thursday, police laid 
out the elaborate plan the 
cult members followed lea- 
ding up to their deaths, 
which the followers evi- 
dently believed would allow 
them to link up with a UFO 
travelling in the comet’s 
woke. 

Police said eveiy detail 
was carefully scripted, right 
down to the clothes the vic- 
tims wore and the purple 
shrouds that were used to 
cover their faces. 

"All indications are that 
this was an immaculately 
planned mass suicide." San 
Diego County Medical Exa- 
miner Brian BJackboume 
said. 

The 21 women and 18 
men. between the ages of 1 8 
and 72. were dressed in 
black pants, black athletic 
shoes and black shirts with 
a large pockets, according 
to police. In some cases, the 
victims had identification, 
money and recipes for how 
to carry out their deadly 
plan. 

Mr. Blackbourne said cult 
members ate a deadly mix- 
ture of pudding or apple 


source laced with phenobar- 
bitol. washed it down with 
vodka and stretched out on 
beds to resL 

Police believe the victims 
may have also put plastic 
bags over their heads to die 
faster. 

Mr. Blackbourne said 
some cult members stayed 
behind to remove the plas- 
tics bags, drape the dead in 
purple, triangular-shaped 
shrouds and clean up. Then, 
with their job complete, the 
last two remaining culrists 
repeated the deadly ritual, 
placed the plastic bags on 
their heads and lay down to 
die. 

According to documents 
found on the bodies, the vic- 
tims came from California, 
Texas, New Mexico, Flori- 
da. Colorado. Arizona. Wa- 
shington, Minnesota, Utah 
and Canada, Mr. Black- 
bourne said. 

In addition, the medical 
examiner said each cult 
member had a carefully 
packed bag at the ends of 
the beds, bunks or cots in 
which he or she died. Each 
person was also found with 
a single $5 bill plus a num- 
ber of quarters. 

The bodies were discov- 
ered Wednesday by Beverly 
HiULs computer expert Nick 
Matzorkis and one of his 
employees, a former mem- 
ber of the group identified 
only as Rio. The employee 
received a packet from the 
group containing a letter 
saying its members had 
committed suicide. 

Mr. Matzorkis, owner of 
Interact Entertainment of 
Beverly Hills, said the pack- 
age also contained two vi- 


deotapes showing the mem- 
bers saying goodbye and 
thar they appeared happy 
about their decision. 

According to the letter 
and the videotapes, he said, 
the cult members believed 
“that they were going to be 
taken away by, as odd as 
this sounds, Tin just telling 
you what 1 heard, by a UFO, 
that a UFO would come by 
and pick them up." 

He said he had met about 
15 members of the group 
told him the spaceship was 
hiding behind the Hale- 
Bopp comet as it neared 
Earth. 

A message on one of the 
group's Internet pages, 
called “Heaven’s Gate.” 
said, in part, “whether Hale- 
Bopp has a ‘companion’ or 
not is irrelevant from our 
perspective. 

"However, its arrival is 
joyously very significant to 
us at ‘Heaven's Gate.’ the 
joy is that our older member 
in the evolutionary level 
above human (the ‘King- 
dom of Heaven’) has made 
it clear to us that Hale- 
Bopp’s approach is the 
‘marker’ we’ve been wait- 
ing for — the time for the 
arrival of the spacecraft 
from the level above human 
to take us home to ‘their 
world' — in the literal heav- 
ens. 

“Our 22 years of class- 
room here on planet Earth is 
finally coming to conclu- 
sion — ‘graduation’ from 
the human evolutionaiy 
level. We are happily pre- 
pared to leave ‘this world’ 
and go with TI's crew." 


Deported Bosnians say they have nowhere to go 


SARAJEVO (R) — Dis- 
traught Bosnian refugees 
said Friday that German 
authorities gave them no 
warning before deporting 
rhem back to Bosnia this 
week and said they had no 
way of returning safely to 
their pre-war homes. 

Jusif Njukic and his wife 
Sadbera said they were 
shocked when Bavarian 
police arrived at their home 
in the early morning hours 
and told them they would be 
deported. 

“They came at three o’c- 
lock in the morning. They 
said we had ten minutes to 
pack our things.” said Sad- 
bera Njukic. 49. 

"1 threw clothes on over 
my pyjamas. We left all our 
things behind." she said. 

The Muslim couple was 
among 44 Bosnians deport- 
ed to Bosnia Tuesday on a 
flight from Munich to Sa- 
rajevo as part of a phased 
deportation of Bosnians an- 
nounced by German author- 
ities. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees sharply 
criticised Germany Wednes- 
day for its handling of the 
deportation, saying authori- 


ties had failed to ensure that 
all the refugees could safely 
return to their homes. 

It was the second time the 
Njukic family was forced to 
leave their home and pos- 
sessions behind. They were 
expelled from their house 
two years ago in the north- 
east Bosnian town of Janja 
by conquering Serb forces 
during the Yugoslav con- 
flict. 

Janja still lies in Serb-con- 
trolled territory and Bosnian 
Serb authorities — intent on 
preserving the results of 
"ethnic cleansing” — have 
blocked attempts by Mus- 
lim or Croat refugees to 
move back. 

Mr. Njukic said he was 
determined to return to his 
home eventually, but ack- 
nowledged there was no 
prospect of that happening 
anytime soon. 

“We have nowhere to go.“ 
he said, sitting in a tempo- 
rary refugee shelter in the 
village of Srednje. outside 
Sarajevo. 

Mr. Njukic. his wife and 
two sons sought and ob- 
tained asylum in Germany 
in 1994. Mr. Njukic said he 
was thankful for the hous- 


ing and financial assistance 
provided by the German 
government during his two- 
year stay. 

“They were good to ac- 
cept us. Everything was fine 
until the end... I can’t under- 
stand why they took us 
away,” said his wife, who 
began to weep as she re- 
counted her experience. 

“The police had dogs and 
made us queue up like we 
were criminals.’’ she said. 

Mr. Njukic said there had 
been rumours that Bavarian 
authorities were preparing 
to deport refugees. Their 
youngest son was deported 
a month ago after he got 
into a minor traffic accident 

Their older son was told 
by German authorities that 
he and his family, including 
his six-month old baby, 
must return to Bosnia by 
April 1. 

Since a peace treaty halted 
fighting in Bosnia in No- 
vember 1995, Germany has 
warned that it could not al- 
low more than 300.000 re- 
fugees from former Yugo- 
slavia to stay in the country 
indefinitely. 

The German embassy in 
Sarajevo denied the refu- 


gees were deported without 
warning and said authorities 
had tried to delay the depor- 
tations until winter had 
passed. 

A spokesman for the em- 
bassy, quoted: by the Sara- 
jevo daily Oslobodjenje Wed- 
nesday, said that Germany 
could not afford to support 
refugees from Bosnia and 
elsewhere when its own citi- 
zens were suffering from a 
“social crisis" caused by high 
unemployment. 

Germany has accepted 
more refugees from former 
Yugoslavia than any other 
European state. But aid work- 
ers expressed concern that 
Bonn risked damaging its ge- 
nerous reputation if it pushed 
out refugees before condi- 
tions were ripe in Bosnia. 

Although Serb, Croat and 
Muslim armies have 
stopped fighting, Bosnia 
remains divided into ethnic 
ghettoes enforced by natio- 
nalist authorities. 

Human rights monitors 
have reported ffesh expul- 
sions of minorities since the 
peace treaty was signed 
more than a year ago, main- 
ly in Croat-controlled west- 
ern Mostar. 


India, Pakistan break three-year silence 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Arch-rivals India and Pakistan sat 
dow n at the negotiating table for the first lime in three years 
here Fridav with a dispute over Kashmir high on the agen- 
da. 

Hundreds of armed police ringed the venue where India's 
Foreign Secretary Salman Haider and his Pakistani opposite 
number Shamshud Ahmad began talks at 4.00 p.m. 1 1030 
GMT). 

Mr. Haider, however, refused to respond to Mr. .Ahmad's 
assertion that the Kashmir dispute would be the "core 
issue” during the four days of negotiations. 

The Indian official said: "There will be no response about 
the Pakistan foreign secretary’s statement. 

"! am going to say nothing at all. We want to start the dia- 
logue without any problems." 

The two neighbours, who have fought two of their three 
wars since independence in 1947 over the disputed 
Himalayan territory, broke off official dialogue in 1994 
amid growing acrimony. 

The current talks, if successful, are expected to pave the 
way to a foreign minister-level meeting next month, fol- 
lowed by a possible prime ministerial head-to-head later in 
the year. 

The two nations, however, went into the talks with wide- 
ly contrasting approaches. 

Mr. Ahmad arrived here Thursday to say that Pakistan was 
“absolutely clear that there is an urgent need to meaning- 
fully address ail outstanding issues, particularly the core 
issue of Jammu and Kashmir.” 

He added that “the tithe is propitious for usto seize this 
opportunity tor removing the root cause of tension between 
Pakistan and India.” 

Indian leaders, however, focussed on improving bilateral 
ties and trade before the meeting. Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda recently reaffirmed that Kashmir, a Muslim- 
majority territory whose Hindu ruler opted to join India 
after the end of British colonial rule, was an integral pan of 
India. 

Both countries control parts of Kashmir, which is sand- 


wiched between them. 

A Muslim separatist campaign in Indian-administered 
Kashmir has left around 20.000 dead since 1989. India 
accuses its neighbour of fuelling the violence, a charge 
Islamabad denies. 

Earlier Friday three Kashmiri separatist leaders and 37 of 
their supporters were arrested in the Indian capital after try- 
ing to march to the talks venue at Hyderabad House to 
protest against their exclusion. 

The influential All Parties Freedom Conference, grouping 
some 30 Kashmiri Muslim political and militant organisa- 
tions opposed to Indian rule, said Kashmir's chief Muslim 
cleric Umer Farooq was among those detained. 

Freedom Conference spokesman Shakeei Bakshi said the 
talks were “meaningless.” adding: "The Kashmir issue is 
not a bilateral one — it can only be solved through tripar- 
tite talks.” 

A Freedom Conference-sponsored general strike against 
the talks crippled Kashmir Friday with shops, offices and 
schools closed across the troubled valley. 

Former Indian Foreign Secretary Jyotindra Nath Dixit, 
meanwhile, who led India's delegation during the last offi- 
cial talks with Pakistan in Islamabad in 1994, said he did 
not expect any major agreements but added: “The very fact 
that they are taking place is a good thing. 

"The only result 1 expect is. tentatively, that they will hope 
to continue the dialogue. That would be a success and a tac- 
tical move forward.” 

He argued, however, that it was time for Pakistan to 
"become reasonable” and said they had been trying to bring 
about change in Kashmir through "clandestine, militant 
means” for the past 50 years. 

Three Kashmiri separatist leaders and a group of support- 
ers were detained by police Friday ahead of the talks, police 
said. 

The Freedom Conference said kashmir's chief moslem 
cleric was among those detained. Another 37 activists were 
arrested after the protestors demanded that they should be 
included in the talks. 





P"" 


*W‘.' 


A San Diego County coroner’s office employee drives a forklift carrying two of 39 suicide victims to a refrigerated 
trailer at the county medical examiners office after a mass suicide in the Rancho Santa Fe area of Encintas, 
California. 39 male and female members of the Higher Power cult committed suicide in a multi-million dollar man- 
sion in the posh community south of Los Angeles (Reuter photo) 
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CIS leaders begin summit 
more divided than united 


PARIS (R) — President 
Haydar Aliyev of Azerbai- 
jan attacked the appoint- 
ment of a politician from 
Nagorno-Karabakh as Ar- 
menian prime minister 
Thursday on the eve of 
talks with the Armenian 
president in Moscow. 

On a one-day visit to 
■ Paris, Mr. Aliyev. ^discussed 
the conflict between his 
country and Armenia over 
the e thni c Armenian region 
of Azerbaijan with Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac and 
welcomed French media- 
tion efforts. 

He told reporters he had 
agreed to meet Armenian 
President Levon Ter^Pet- 
rosyan in Moscow Friday 
after both men attend a 
summit of former Soviet 
republics grouped in the 
Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS). 

Asked about the appoint- 
ment of the leader of Kara- 
bakh’s Armenian commu- 
nity, Robert Kocharyan, as 
Armenian Prime Minister, 
Mr. Aliyev said: “This is an 
extraordinarily negative 
factor.” 

He said Mr. Chirac had 
agreed with him that Mr. 
Kocharyan could not si- 
multaneously hold both the 
position of president of the 
Armenian community of 
Karabakh and prime minis- 
ter of Armenia. 

Mr. Aliyev said Mr. Ko- 
charyan was not even an 
Armenian citizen. 

He also criticised the 
continued presence of Rus- 
sian troops in Armenia and 
Georgia, saying such a 
deployment was especially 
unnecessary in the light of 
Moscow's economic prob- 
lems. 

“The fact that we refused 
to keep Russian troops on 
our soil proves our policy 
of independence...There is 
no need today for Russian 
troops on Azerbaijani soil, 
nor do 1 think there is a rea- 
son to have them on Ar- 
menian or Georgian territo- 
ry,” he said. 

' “I don't think it’s right 
and I even protest against 
that.” 

France is one of three co- j 
chairmen of the so-called I 
Minsk Group mandated by 
the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope to seek a solution to 
the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Chare tie is to 
travel to Baku, Yerevan and 
Turkey next week to pro- 
mote peace efforts. 

After meeting Mr. Aliyev, 
he rold reporters that 
France. Russia and the 
United States, the three co- 
chairmen, were united in 
their determination to find 
an equitable solution soon. 

“Nothing is more impor- 
tant than advancing a solu- 
tion to the problem of Na- 
gorno-Karabakh,” he said. 


MOSCOW (R) — Leaders 
of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS ). 
which rose from the ashes 
of the Soviet Llnion. sat 
down in the Kremlin Friday 
for a summit likely to be 
marked as much by divi- 
sions as unity. 

The meeting is likely to 
last just three hours, the 
Russian Presidential Press 
Service said. It will be fol- 
lowed by a news confer- 
ence. 

The heads of the 12 mem- 
ber states, whose prime 
ministers met in Moscow 
Thursday, plan to look at 
ways to develop economic 
integration. The meeting 
was postponed twice while 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin was recovering from 
health problems. 

Ukrainian President Leo- 
nid Kuchma underlined the 
differences between the for- 
mer Soviet republics on the 
eve of the summit by saying 
the group remained vague 
and divided, and that he saw 
little hope of a break- 
through. 

“I think that today not a 
single representative of the 
countries in the Common- 
wealth is satisfied by the 
results of its activities, be- 
cause there aren't any,” Mr. 
Kuchma told a news confer- 
ence in the Russian capital. 

“The Commonwealth is 
quite amorphous, not that 
which had been envisaged 


at the very beginning.” 

Ukraine is one of the more 
sceptical members of the 
CIS, which comprises all 
the former Soviet republics 
except the three Baltic 
states of Estonia. Latvia and 
Lithuania. It was formed 
after the Soviet Union’s col- 
lapse in 1991. 

The CIS includes some 
countries which favour 
rapid integration, such as 
Russia and Belarus, some 
which favour somewhat 
slower moves, such as 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyz- 
stan, and others who have 
taken few concrete steps for 
fast integration. 

Economic reform is also 
proceeding at different 
speeds in the various mem- 
ber states and living stan-_ 
dards vary widely. 

Some of the countries 
resent what they regard as 
Russian domination. "When 
each country has certain 
privileges within the Com- 
monwealth I think it doesn’t 
foster the mood of together- 
ness," Mr. Kuchma said. 

Liberal Russian newspa- 
per Sevodnya said Friday: 
"There is a serious danger 
the stated goals, put no mat- 
ter how prettily but as non- 
binding concepts, risk 
remaining only on paper." 

Russian officials accuse 
some of the other member 
states of trying to create their 
own economic and military 
unions which hinder integra- 


tion by die group as a whole. 

The leaders, meeting after 
their prime ministers held 
talks Thursday, plan to dis- 
cuss creating a "single eco- 
nomic space" which would 
include free trade zones, a 
vast customs union and 
integrated energy and trans- 
port systems. 

Conflicts in the former 
Soviet Union are also likely 
to be raised, including 
whether to extend the man- 
date for cis peacekeeping s 
troops in the Central Asian ; 1 ', 
state of Tajikistan. 

Georgia has said it will 
raise the issue of Russian 
peacekeeping forces in its 
breakaway region of Ab- 
khazia. It wants the troops 
to do more or leave and 
requires significant changes 
to the 2.500-strong force’s 
mandate. 

Separatists in Abkhazia 
want no change in the status 
of the peacekeeping force. 

Even the states "keen on 
rapid integration, Russia 
and Belarus, are not finding 
it easy going. They are due 
to sign an agreement next 
week on closer ties based on 
a "commonwealth" of two 
states which they agreed on 
a year ago. 

But Belarus expelled a 
journalist working for a 
Russian television network 
Thursday. despite the 
Kremlin expressing concern 
that media freedoms were 
being restricted by Minsk. 
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Russia extradites Azeri ex-premier to Baku 


BAKU (R) — Former Azeri 
Prime Minister Surer Gu- 
seynov, extradited from 
Russia after a long cam- 
paign by Baku, arrived here 
to face charges of treason 
and armed rebellion and a 
possible death penalty. 

Security officials said Mr. 
Guseynov, the itiost wanted 
man in Azerbaijan for al- 
legedly plotting an attempt- 
ed coup against President 
Haydar Aliyev in 1994, ar- 
rived in handcuffs on a 
scheduled plane from Mos- 
cow- at 5 a.m. fOlOO GMT). 

They added that he was 
arrested near the central 
Russian town of Tula on 
March 20. 

Azeri officials also accuse 
Mr. Guseynov, 39, appoint- 
ed premier by Mr. Aliyev in 
July 1993. of involvement 
in an attempted coup in 
1995 and of trying to organ- 
ise a 1996 attempt on the 


life of the 73-year old lea- 
der. in which a group of 
assailants allegedly planned 
to shoot down his presiden- 
tial plane. 

The Azeri government 
had been seeking Mr. Gu- 
seynov's extradition for 
more than two years and his 
continued presence in Rus- 
sia was a major stumbling 
block to improving general- 
ly poor ties between'che two 
countries since the breakup 
of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

Political analysts said the 
timing of the extradition 
was significant, showing 
that Moscow wanted to 
improve relations before 
Friday's summit of the lead- 
ers of the Commonwealth 
of Independent Slates, a 
loose union of 12 former 
Soviet republics. 

The shadowy, slender Gu- 
seynov reportedly became a 
millionaire under Commu- 


nism in the 1980s when he 
ran a wool-processing plant 
in the Azeri tow n of Yevlax. 

He parlayed his economic 
clour into political power, 
commanding a private mili- 
tia which helped overthrow 
democratically elected Pre- 
sident Abulfaz Elchibev in 
1993. 

Mr. Guseynov’s photo- 
graph graces most-wanted 
lists across the former So- 
viet Republic and Baku has 
been pressing Moscow to 
find and extradite him. 

Azeri officials say Mos- 
cow abetted Mr. Guseynov 
in his attempts to overthrow 
Mr. Aliyev, because it saw 
him as too pro- Western and 
unwilling to give Russia 
more of a role in lucrative 
offshore Caspian Sec oil 

projects. 

Russia has always stre- 
nously denied the charges. 


Australia premier to redefine China links 


SHANGHAI (R) — Aus- 
tralia’s prime minister 
arrives in China Friday to 
redefine Canberra as a 
friend of Beijing, which 
less than a year ago ac- 
cused Australia of being 
party to U.S. attempts to 
contain China, business 
sources said. 

John Howard wants to let 
China know that the busi- 
ness of Australia is busi- 
ness. said Bruce Dover, 
general manager of PDN- 
Xinren Information Techno- 
logy 1 Co., a joint venture of 
media giant News Corp. 


and Chinese Communist 
Party newspaper People’s 
Daily providing online 
computer technology infor- 
mation. 

"I think the Chinese have 
made it clear that if you 
want to do business, then 
business becomes the busi- 
ness of government and that 
should be the priority." Mr. 
Dover said. 

Sino- Australian relations, 
warm throughout the 13- 
year reign of the Australian 
Labour Party, started to 
chill once Mr. Howard's Li- 
beral Party took over from 


Labour in elections in 
March 1996. 

The relationship began to 
sour soon after the elections 
with the cancellation of a 
financial support scheme 
for Australian business in 
developing countries fol- 
lowed in September by a 
visit lo Australia by Tibet’s 
spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama. 

The nadir came in August 
1996 when China accused 
Australia of moving too 
close to the United States. 
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Zaire rebels say talks 
next week in S. Africa 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zai- 
rean rebels said Friday that 
talks with representatives of 
president Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko would start in South Af- 
rica early next week and aid 
workers said they had found 

75,000 refugees in eastern 
Zaire, many too weak to 
walk- 

“If nothing changes, then 
die talks will be in South 
Africa and will begin on 
either Monday or Tuesday” 
Moise Nyarugabo, secreta- 
ry-general at rebel head- 
quarters, told Reuters in the 
eastern city of Goma. 

In Johannesburg, a gov- 
ernment source confirmed 
that South Africa had been 
asked to host peace talks 
and said senior Foreign Mi- 
nistry officials had started 
laying the groundwork for 
negotiations, likely to take 
place on Monday or TYies- 
day. 

Mr. Nyarugabo said the 
essential issue would be to 
negotiate the transfer of 
power from the ailing Mo- 
butu to a transitional gov- 
ernment led by the rebel Al- 


liance of Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire (AFDLl led by Lau- 
rent Kabila. 

“It is not a matter of pun- 
ishing Mobutu, his crimes 
are so great. After leaving 
power he may be able to 
continue to live inside the 
country and see how it will 
be transformed when he is 
gone” Mr. Nyarugabo said. 

The rebels, who control a 
quarter of the sprawling 
central African nation, took 
up arms in October vowing 
to topple Mr. Mobutu while 
the veteran leader was in 
Europe recovering from 
prostate cancer surgery. 

The revolt has weakened 
Ml Mobutu’s grip on the 
former Belgian colony he 
has dominated since seizing 
power in 1965. He returned 
home a week ago after fresh, 
cancer treatment in Europe. 

The rebels insist a cease- 
fire can be declared only 
after negotiations have 
begun. 

An Organisation of Af- 
rican Unity (OAU) summit 
in Lome, Togo, Wednesday 


and Thursday brought to- 
gether representatives of the 
waning parties for the first 
time and they agreed on 
talks. 

The summit closed by 
calling on both sides to hold 

immediate talks leading to a 

ceasefire — a moral victory 
for the rebels. 

The summit communique 
said Thursday that a date for 
negotiations and a ceasefire 
would be announced after 
the two Zairean delegations 
had consulted their respec- 
tive parties. 

It urged all players to 
throw their weight behind a 
peace plan formulated by 
U.N. and OAU special en- 
voy Mohammad Sahnoun. 

Asked Friday in Goma 
whether a simultaneous 
ceasefire and talks would be 
possible, Mr. Nyarugabo 
said: “Our position remains 
that a ceasefire has to be 
negotiated.” 

“The principle is the al- 
liance would form the gov- 
ernment, it is not a question 
of power-sharing. Mobutu’s 
party has been in power for 


Gore arrives in S. Korea for talks 


SEOUL (R) — U.S. Vice- 
President A1 Gore arrived in 
South Korea Friday for 
talks expected to focus on 
efforts to bring North Korea 
into four-nation peace talks. 

Fresh from a five-day visit 
to China, he was whisked 
straight to the national ce- 
metery where he honoured 
South Korea's war dead in a 
simple but moving ceremo- 
ny, placing a wreath at a 
{memorial and adding three 
pinches of incense to an 
Eternal Flame. 

A central part of Mr. 
Gore's mission was to dis- 
cuss luring North Korea 
into talks with South Korea, 
the United States and Chi- 
na, aimed at securing a last- 
ing peace to replace the ar- 
mistice that ended the 1950- 
1953 Korean War. 

Mr. Gore was to meet 
with Prime Minister Koh 
Kun Friday night and Satur- . 
day bold talks with Presi- 
dent Kim Young- S am . 

After discussions at the 
presidential Blue House, 
Mr. Gore was to visit the 
demilitarised zone separat- 
ing the North and South and 
meet some of the 37,000 
U.S. troops stationed in 
South Korea.. 

Officials in Seoul said 
Thursday that impoverished 
North Korea had agreed to 
join the proposed four-way 
talks if the United States 
and South Korea guaranteed 
food aid. 


North Korea made its 
offer at a working-level 
meeting in New York Wed- 
nesday between officials 
from the two Koreas and the 
United Stares, the officials 
said. 

It was Pyongyang’s first 
formal response to the pro- 
posal for talks made last 
April by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Seoul's 
President Kim. 

International aid agencies 
say North Korea, devastated 
by two consecutive years of 
floods, is weeks away from 
starvation. Seoul officials 
say that by linking food aid 
to the talks, Pyongyang had 
revealed its desperation. 

Wednesday's meeting in 
New York was the first 
working-level contact since 
senior representatives from 
the United States and South 
Korea met North Korean 
diplomats for a briefing on 
the talks earlier this month. 

In the past, Washington 
has said it was concerned 
about the plight of North 
Koreans and indicated a 
willingness to provide 
humanitarian relief. 

U.S. officials travelling 
with Mr. Gore said the vice- 
president discussed the four- 
way talks during his closed- 
door meetings in Beijing with 
President Jiang Zemin and 
Prime Minister Li Peng. 

The officials declined to ' 
discuss the private conver- 
sations, but one official 


said, “we are hopeful things 
are moving in the right 
direction” 

Mr. Gore began his trip 
with discussions in Japan. 
He leaves Korea Saturday 
and returns to Washington. 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Gore 
left Shanghai at the end of a 
five-day trip to China which 
U.S. officials said had 
helped to improve the often 
strained relations between 
the two powers. 

Before flying out to 
SeouL Mr. Gore had a 
breakfast meeting with 10 
Chinese academics to dis- 
cuss the state of Sino-U.S. 
relations and political issues 
in China, U.S. officials said. 

Mr. Gore’s press Secreta- 
ry Ginny Teranzo said the 
vice-president met Chinese 
academics “to discuss the 
political situation in China.” 
but declined to give any 
details of the talk or to iden- 
tify the academics involved. 

Mr. Gore had two days of 
tough talks with Chinese 
leaders in Beijing earlier in 
the week covering the many 
sensitive issues which con- 
tinue to dog relations bet- 
ween the two countries, inc- 
luding human rights, trade 
and Taiwan. 

President Clinton in Wa- 
shington said Thursday he 
believed the Gore trip to 
China had gone well and 
had validated his adminis- 
tration’s policy of engage- 
ment with Beijing. 


* Berisha meets European experts 
as U.N. mulls Albania force 


TIRANA (R) — Albanian 
President Sali Berisha met 
European relief experts 
Friday and the government 
hoped separately for a quick 
U.N. decision to approve a 
multinational force to guard 
aid supplies after a slide 
towards chaos. 

Ml Berisha met a delega- 
tion headed by senior Dutch 
diplomat Jan De March ant 
Et D’Ansembourg for talks 
in central Tirana on the cri- 
sis in the former Commu- 
nist stare tormented by 
gangsterism and insurrec- 
tion. 

United Nations Security 
Council members met 
informally late Thursday 
night in New York to con- 
sider an Italian request to 
send a force to help protect 
humanitarian aid shipments 
to Europe’s poorest country. 

But, while most delega- 
tions were in favour of 
endorsing a force in princi- 
ple, they hesitated on giving 
quick approval without 
details of its mandate, its 
duration and who would 
pay, several council mem- 
bers said. 

Greece, France. Spain, 
Portugal, Austria, Turkey and 
Romania have expressed 
willingness to take part Italy 
has estimated that about 
2500 personnel would be 
deployed initially, with 
another 2.500 in reserve. 


Meanwhile, Albanian po- 
lice were investigating the 
killings of 18 people in a 
shootout in central Albania 
Thursday night, the worst 
bloodletting in two months 
of crisis, an Interior Minis- 
try source said. 

He said that a pile of 17 
corpses were discovered in 
Levan, apparently a group 
of gunmen killed by local 
residents to avenge the 
shooting of a local leader. 
He said that 14 of the dead 
had been identified as com- 
ing from the southern towns 
of Vlore, Fier, Tepelene and 
Memaliaj. 

Much of southern Albania 
is ruled by rebels or armed 
gangs who blame right- 
wing Berisha for the col- 
lapse of popular savings 
schemes in recent months in 
which thousands of people 
lost everything. 

The killings added to a 
death toll of already well 
over 100 people. Most mili- 
tary depots have been loot- 
ed and prisoners released. 
Most foreign nationals were 
evacuated this month. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) Thursday 
asked the U.N. to consider 
endorsing a force compris- 
ing volunteer nations. 

Diplomats said that pass- 
ing the issue to the United 
Nations might delay app- 


roval for any force and that 
the move reflected unease at 
the OSCE especially by 
Russia, about endorsing use 
of armed missions to a 
member state. 

Albanian officials have 
repeatedly urged the quick- 
est possible action by for- 
eign nations to agree to a 
force to help protect ports. 

Mr. D’ansembouig has 
said any force could range 
up to about 3,000 personnel 
— police, gendarmes or 
military police. 

He said he was “was espe- 
cially going to discuss the 
election issue with Mr. Be- 
risha." Mr. Berisha signed a 
pact with a new unity gov- 
ernment on March 9 calling 
for elections by June. 

Mr. D’Ansembourg said 
Justice Minister Spartak 
Ngjela had suggested a slight 
delay, telling him that “Jane 
might be too early while 
August would be too late." 

Also Friday, the Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ was re- 
newing efforts to transport 
aid overland into southern 
Albania in a lest of perilous 
roads held by bandits. 

Two Red Cross vehicles 
returned into Greece after 
waiting in vain for several 
hours at a southern border 
post Thursday for word 
from relief workers that it 
was safe to cross. 
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30 years and the results are 
evident,” be said. 

In the northeast Zairean 
capital of Kisangani, aid 
workers said more than 

75.000 exhausted, hungry 
and sick refugees were scat- 
tered on the sides of an 82- 

kilometre stretch of railway 
line to the south. 

Paul Stromberg, spokes- 
man for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees, said the Hutu refugees 
were found Thursday by aid 
workers aboard a train car- 
rying food south of the city. 

“There are perhaps 25,000 
at Lula, seven kilometres 
south, and 25.000 at Kasea 
at kilometre 25 and another 

25.000 at Biaro at kilometre 
40 with groups in between,” 
he said. 

“They are in progressively 
worse condition the farther 
you go from Kisangani: 
Besides those with malnu- 
trition and exhaustion there 
are some wounded at kilo- 
metre 40," he added. 

The tens of thousands of 
Rwandan and Burundian 
Hutu refugees on the rail- 


Japan moves 
to improve 
ties with 
China 

TOKYO (R) — Japan 
moved to improve ties with 
post-Deng China Friday by 
lifting a freeze on grant-in- 
aid, removing a thorn in 
relations strained by an 
islands dispute and a lin- 
gering World War II row. 

Foreign Minister Yukihi- 
ko Ikeda, who travels to 
China Saturday for a two- 
day visit, announced Fri- 
day an end to the ban on 
grant-in-aid which was fro- 
zen in August 1995 when 
China conducted a nuclear 
weapons test. 

Mr. Ikeda, the first senior 
Japanese official to visit 
China since paramount lea- 
der Deng Xiaoping’s death, 
said he will sign a docu- 
ment in Beijing for a 1.7 
billion yen ($13.8 million) 
grant for a medical project 
in Nanjing that would mark 
resumption of the aid. 

Japan froze the grants, 
worth about 7 billion yen 
($56.4 million) per year, as 
a mainly symbolic protest, 
saying China’s nuclear test 
violated a moratorium on 
those tests. 

However, the Japanese 
government did not touch 
the bulk of its aid to China, 
about 580 billion yen 
($4.71 billion) in Yen loans 
planned for the 1996-1998 
period. 

In September 1996, more 
than a year after Japan sus- 
pended grant-in-aid, China 
signed the Comp rehe nsive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) at 
the United Nations and 
imposed a moratorium on 
nuclear testing. 

Last year, a bitter dispute 
over a small group of unin- 
habited islets in the East 
China Sea and Prime Mi- 
nister Ryutaro Hashimoto’s 
visit to a controversial Tok- 
yo war shrine rocked Ja- 
pan's ties with China. 

Chinese verbal attacks on 
Japan became so strong 
that Japanese foreign mixir. 
is try officials described ties 
as the worst since relations 
were normalised in 1972. iL 

The dispute over the is- 
lands. called Senkakus in 
Japanese and Diaoyus in 
Chinese, flared last year 
after a Japanese ultra-na- 
tionalist group erected a j 
make-shift lighthouse on 
one of the islets. 

Japan has claimed the ' 
islands since the 19th cen- j 
tury but China says it has j 
owned them for centuries, j 
Taiwan also claims the 
islands. 

The islands dispute trig- 
gered violent protests 
against Japan in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong last Au- 
gust. 

The Japanese govern- 
ment moved to cool the 
row by promising China it 
would try to head off fur- 
ther actions by the ultra- 
nationalists. 
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Zairean refugees are packed with their belongings on a barge as 
two weeks on the Zaire river to get to Kinshasa, after Kisingani 


it is about to dock at Kinshahsa Port. It took the refugees over 
fell into rebel hands (Reuter photo) 


Way route south of Kisan- 
gani are the remnants of 

170,000 who fled Tingi Tin- 
gi and Amisi this month and 
have been trekking ever 
deeper into eastern Zaire for 
up to five months. 

“(At Kasea) I saw the 
most emaciated people I’ve 
ever seen in my life," said a 
representative of Refugees 
International on the train. 


“Many of these people 
won’t last another day with- 
out uigent medical atten- 
tion.” 

Zairean rebels have taken 
the town of Kasenga. bring- 
ing them within 220 kilome- 
tres of Lubumbashi. the 
country's second city and 
the copper capital, expatri- 
ate and local sources said 
Friday. 


“It is definitely rebel 
troops who are in control of 
Kasenga.” said one source 
with contacts in the town 
that lies to the south of Lake 
Mweru, on the border with 
Zambia. 

The expatriates, who dec- 
lined to be identified, said 
the Zairean army had fled 
south and there were woun- 
ded people in Kasenga after 


clashes late Thursday. 

It was unclear whether the 
clashes involved fighting 
between the two sides or 
looting by Zairean troops 
before they fled southwards 
towards Lubumbashi. 

Zairean military sources 
continued the town’s fait, 
according to one well-con- 
nected Lubumbashi busi- 


5 U.S. senators arrive in N. Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — A U.S. 
Senate delegation, headed 
by Republican Ted Stevens, 
flew into Pyongyang Friday 
for high-level talks on bilat- 
eral issues after a dog-leg 
flight from Seoul. 

The five U.S. Senators 
were greeted at Pyongyang 
Airport by North Korean 
Vice Foreign Minister Kim 
Kye-Gwan, who is also 
advisor to the Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee of the 
North Korean legislature, 
the Supreme People's As- 
sembly, according to the 
Korean Central News Agen- 
cy monitored in Tokyo. 

The team left Seoul by 
military aircraft early Fri- 
day and was forced to make 
a detour through Japanese 
airspace because of the lack 
of an aviation agreement 
between the hostile North 
and the South. 

Sen. Stevens, who is Se- 
nate Appropriations Com- 
mittee chairman, and his 
team have been on a three- 
day visit here. They are ex- 
pected to meet with senior 
North Korean Foreign Mi- 
nistry officials. South Ko- 
rean officials said. 

On the agenda in the 


Pyongyang talks are the 
North’s dire food and fuel 
problems, repatriation of 
the remains of Americans 
missing in the 1 950-53 Ko- 
rean war and the setting up 
of liaison offices in each 
other's countries. 

The possibility of North 
Korea agreeing to take pan 
in proposed four-party talks 
to work out a permanent 
peace regime on the Korean 
peninsula could also be dis- 
cussed, a South Korean 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

While in Seoul the team, 
which also includes De- 
mocrat Daniel Inoue, and 
Republicans Thad Cochran, 
Pat Roberts and Pete Dome- 
nici, met with South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam 
and Foreign Minister Yoo 
Chong-Ha. 

Meanwhile. South Korea 
Friday branded as “ridicu- 
lous” North Korea's de- 
mand for substantial food 
aid as a condition for peace 
talks but said Seoul would 
join humanitarian efforts to 
ease hunger in the impover- 
ished nation. 

A ship carrying 500 
tonnes of flour left the 


South Korean port of In- 
chon Friday for North Ko- 
rea to deliver aid donated by 
South Korean religious 
groups. Seoul officials said. 

Deputy National Unifica- 
tion Minister Lee Ho said 
Seoul could also discuss a 
large-scale food supply to 
North Korea once Pyong- 
yang joined proposed four- 
nation peace talks. 

The United States, which 
proposed the talks jointly 
with South Korea last April, 
has also declined to tie aid 
directly to the proposal. 

“We have participated in 
international food aid to 
North Korea on humanitari- 
an grounds and we will con- 
tinue to do so. But large- 
scale govemmeni-to-go- 
vemmenf aid will be con- 
sidered during the four- 
nation talks." Mr. Lee said. 

International aid agencies 
say North Korea, devastated 
by two consecutive years of 
floods, is only weeks away 
from starvation. 

Seoul officials said North 
Korea, in its first formal 
response to the peace talks 
that also include China, 
asked the United States and 
South Korea to Guarantee 


supplies to end Pyong- 
yang's food shortage as a 
condition for its acceptance. 

The North Korean sugges- 
tion was made in a New 
York meeting Wednesday 
among working-level offi- 
cials from the wo Koreas 
and the United States, they 
said. 

“It is ridiculous for any- 
body to charge you for 
agreeing to a dialogue,” said 
a senior foreign ministry 
official. “It is totally unac- 
ceptable. We'll never be 
able to get public support 
for financing such a deal." 

He said hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars were needed 
to finance the supply of 
grain to meet food short- 
ages in the North, estimated 
by the World Food Prog- 
ramme at 2.3 million tonnes 
this year. 

The Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said he foresaw a pro- 
tracted diplomatic “battle of 
patience” as North Korea 
tried to link food aid to the 
peace talks and Seoul and 
Washington sought to con- 
vince Pyongyang to get to a 
peace table. 


Avalanche buries at least 100 in Afghanistan 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— A mountain of snow 
crashed down on the north- 
ern SaJang Highway bury- 
ing at least 100 people, 
none of whom are believed 
to have survived, witnesses 
to the deadly avalanche said 
Thursday. 

The victims were walking 
Wednesday toward the Sa- 
lang tunnel to catch a bus to 
take them to the northern 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif when 
the rumbling began and the 
snow came crashing down 
on the highway, said Jan 
Abdul, a traveler who 
reached the beleaguered Af- 
ghan capital, some 1 30 kilo- 
metres south of the acci- 
dent. 


Since last week when the 
Taleban religious army 
stopped all passenger buses 
from traveling to the north- 
ern one-third of the country 
controlled by its enemies, 
people have had to walk 
about 12 kilometres across 
the frontline to catch a bus 
on the northern side of the 
runnel. 

From there they continue 
their journey toward Mazar- 
i-Sharif, some 480 kilome- 
tres north of the capital, 
explained Mr. Abdul. 

The hardline Taleban ru- 
lers shutdown the S along 
Highway, the only road link 
between Kabul and northern 
Afghanistan, because they 
said there would be fresh 


fighting in the area. 

However the fighting has 
been restricted to'the north- 
west province of Badghis 
and Thursday. Information 
Minister Amir Khan Mutta- 
qi said the road would be 
reopened, but only tempo- 
rarily. 

Mr. Abdul said dozens of 
people were hurt in the ava- 
lanche. They were carried 
on old buses and pick up 
trucks to nearby Jebul Siraj 
and Charikar. 

But Mr. Abdul estimated 
that at least 100 people still 
were buried in the snow that 
has blocked Lhe road. 

“There were so many peo- 
ple just walking toward Lhe 
tunnel to set a bus on the 


other side when it hap- 
pened,” he said. In front of 
him a woman and her two 
children were swept away. 
He couldn’t find them. 

It wasn't clear what res- 
cue operations were being 
carried out and whether the 
Taleban army was trying to 
get rescue crews to the site 
of the avalanche. 

There has been no fight- 
ing in that area for several 
wrecks. 

Since taking over the cap- 
ital last September the Tale- 
ban has been fighting its 
enemies, an alliance of four 
different groups, led by for- 
mer President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and northern war- 
lord. Rashid Dostum. 


‘Aum planned to release 20 tonnes of sarin in U.S.’ 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Aum Supreme Truth 
doomsday cult planned to 
release 10 tonnes of sarin 
nerve gas each in Washing- 
ton and New York, a former 
follower told a Japanese 
court Friday. 

“If things had gone as we 
had planned, the Aum 
would have had released 50 
tonnes of sarin in Tokyo, 
and 10 tonnes each in Wa- 
shington and New York,” 
Yoshihiro Inoue, the cult’s 
self-styled intelligence min- 
ister told the Tokyo District 
Court. 

“We regarded the world 
outside as evil, and destroy- 
ing the evil was salvation,” 
Mr. Inoue said. 

“We thought we had to 
destroy it," be said, noting 
that the idea was “the most 
frightening pan of the Aum.” 

Aum guru Shoko A Sahara 
and his followers, including 


Mr. Inoue, are on trial for a 
series of crimes including a 
1995 sarin gas attack on 
Tokyo subway that killed 12 
people and left thousands 
injured. 

Prosecutors have alleged 
the cult planned to produce 
70 tonnes of sarin at its 
commune in Kamikuishiki. 
a small village at the fool of 
Mountain Fuji. 

Mr. Inoue said Mr. Asa- 
hara had used drugs to make 
followers blindly follow 
him in order to bring about 
another world war. 

Mr. Inoue was testifying at 
the trial of three people who 
are accused of releasing the 
sarin gas in subway trains on 
the orders of Asahara. 

In a separate trial, a for- 
mer Aum follower said he 
had paid one million yen 
($8,100 ) for a sip of the 
blood of its guru. 

Kazuo Kontani. testifying 


in Asahara's trial, said he 
and 30 other Aum follow ers 
bought and drank the blood 
of Asahara as part of reli- 
gious rituals in 1988 in 
Gotemba. Shizuoka prefec- 
ture. west of Tokyo. 

"We all drank a shot glass 
of Asahara’s blood as we 
were told that drinking his 
blood would help us reach 
spiritual enlightenment eas- 
ily,” Mr. Kontani told the 
court. 

“It was light pink and a bit 
salty." Mr. Kontani said. 
“We paid one million Yen 
each for it. but we could not 
obtain the desired effect.” 

In 1989. Mr. Kontani left 
the cult and consulted Tsu- 
tsumi Sakamoto, a lawyer 
campaigning against the 
cull, over the possibility of 
getting the money back. 

Mr. Sakamoto w p as quoted 
by Mr. Kontani as saying 
that the method used to sell 


the guru's blood was “an 
apparent fraud." 

Shortly after the consulta- 
tion. Mr. Sakamoto and his 
family members disap- 
peared. he said. 

Mr. Asahara and his fol- 
lowers were charged with 
the murder of the Sakamoto 
family after their bodies 
were found in 1 995. 

The near-blind guru kept 
interrupting Lhe proceedings 
by mumbling and criticising 
the follower's testimony. 

A magazine reporter also 
told the court Thursday that 
Asahara committed obscene 
acts on a female follower. 

The unidentified follower 
was quoted by Chikahiro 
Hiroiwa. a reporter for the 
Sunday Mainichi, as saying: 
“The guru called me after 1 
told other followers that 1 
was not in good shape. Then 
he did terribly obscene 
things to me." 


6 Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan limes, Saturday, March 29, 1997 




Jordan Times Jordanian Perspective 


Jordanian Perspective By Dr.MusaKenani 


AB MdEpendcM Aiib peimeal pabMcd m EofM bf iftc Jodv Pic* hufldUiM 
EiMblnlml ITTi 

W* 1 ; — in j in— 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAW ATM EH' 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Region can’t afford slide 

THE U.S. envoy to the Middle East, Dennis Ross, 
has returned to the region with a specific agenda 
that aims to contain the crisis which has erupted 
in the wake of Israel’s decision to build yet anoth- 
er Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem and. hope- 
fully. put the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks back 
on track. It is still too early, though, to tell 
whether Ross’s new mission can succeed. While 
President Bill Clinton has described his envoy's 
talks with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in 
Rabat Thursday as positive, we have yet to hear 
his assessment of Ross's talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. Washington's 
silence so far on the outcome of the latter talks 
suggests that the gap between the two sides may 
be wide. 

Meanwhile Netanyahu, is said to be insisting on 
a specific, action-oriented commitment from the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to curb 
Palestinian violence and apprehend Hamas 
activists before they organise or wage another 
wave of suicide attacks in Israel's heartland. The 
Palestinian side is obviously demanding a quid 
pro quo that could be given expression by Israel’s 
rolling back its construction plans on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim and renouncing all unilateral actions that 
could predetermine the outcome of the final status 
negotiations before they even begin. Netanyahu 
knows very well by now that ultimately he will 
have to make a choice between peace with Arab 
World, starting with the Palestinians, and play- 
ing to the tune of the extremists in his ruling 
coalition. His choice up until now has been to 
appease his right-wing, ultra nationalist con- 
stituency at the expense of what needs to be done 
in order to achieve real and durable peace with 
the Arabs. The violence that has swept the 
Palestinian territories and the threatening tension 
that has hung over everybody's head in the v 
Middle East of late should convince the Israeli 
government that its policies will take us further 
away from peace and down the road of instability 
and possibly renewed conflict and war. 

The Israeli government was amply warned by 
its security people that violence would erupt if it 
went ahead with its decision to construct the ‘*Har 
Homa" settlement. Perhaps Netanyahu was 
counting on a short-lived violence spree that he 
could live with in a measured response to his show 
of force in deciding to build the settlement. All 
signs indicate, however, that the Arab side is not 
going to tolerate any longer Israel's bid to com- 
plete the annexation of East Jerusalem without 
resistance. Whether by such resolutions as were 
adopted by the Rabat meeting of the Jerusalem 
Committee or the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) or the Arab League or the 
meeting Thursday by the foreign ministers of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), which in fact 
called for reassessing Arab relations with Israel, 
the Arab and Islamic Worlds will not sit idly by as 
Netanyahu ups the ante and instigates a new bat- 
tle over Jerusalem. Ross's new mission may still 
succeed in iastilling some sense in some hot heads 
in Israel, thereby saving the region from immi- 
nent slide towards uncertainty. In the end it is 
President Clinton's responsibility and that of 
other world leaders to work effectively and 
promptly to implement the agreements to which 
he and others stood witness. Going back to con- 
flict and violence will not serve anvbodv's inter- 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE JERUSALEM Committee which is holding meetings in 
Riikil ought to have convened much earlier and before the 
Israelis started digging through the Jabal Abu Ghneim to build 
a new Jewish settlement, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. Arabs and 
Muslims have expected the committee to take practical steps 
to deter Israel front going ahead with plans and to have encour- 
aged the Muslim World to act at all international fora to put an 
end to Israel's illegal practices, said the paper. The Jewish set- 
tlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim. added the paper, does not only 
threaten the Arab ;md Muslim character of East Jerusalem but 
il could be the last straw that would break the peace process 
altogether, continued the daily. While the Arabs and Muslims 
;uv now gathering to discuss the situation the Israelis have dis- 
played no fear of any party and they are not taking into con- 
sideration any statement of condemnation directed against 
their actions as long as such condemnation is not followed by 
practical steps, at least yl the international political level, 
according to the paper. The Jerusalem Committee, said the 
paper, should now maintain an open meeting and double its 
etTnns to bring pressure to bear on the Israelis, through major 
world powers and international organisations, to halt the build- 
ing of die settlement and open the way for the final-status 
negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

AT LAST, after months of hesitation, the U.S. administration 
is sending its envoy. Dennis Ross, to the Middle East to tn to 
breathe life into the almost dead peace process, said A1 
Das tour daily But this time. Mr. Ross has his hands tied by 
Washington, that most recently showed its total bias towards 
Israel through the two vetoes at the U.N. Security Council, 
thus encouraging Benyamin Netanyahu to go ahead with plans 
to build a Jewish settlement in .Arab East Jerusalem, which has 
triggered renewed violence, according to the paper. While 
receiving Mr. Ross, the Arabs feel bitter against Washington's 
unjustifiable attitude vis-a-vis the critical issue of Jerusalem, 
which constitutes one of the most important issues that 
remains to be settled at the final -status negotiations between 
the Palestinians and Israelis, said the daily. 


‘Arabs expect the U.S. to live up to its own 
founding principles of justice and honesty’ 


MONDAY’S White House meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and U.S. President Bill Clinton comes at 
perhaps the most crucial juncture in Arab-Israeli peace- 
making and both Jordan and the U.S. face the daunting 
task of injecting new vitality in the Middle Ease peace 
process, particularly on the Israeli-Palestinian track. 

It is not an easy task, given the numerous hurdles Israel 
has erected in the path towards a just and fair peace agree- 
ment with the Palestinians. 

The writing is clear on the wall: The Israeli government 
of Benyamin Netanyahu has no intention to recognise and 
respect the legitimate territorial and political rights of the 
Palestinian people. The best it is willing to accept is auton- 
omy for the Palestinians living in the occupied territories. 
It is towards this end that all Israeli plans aim at setting up 
isolated Palestinian towns and communities in the territo- 
ries with no geographic links among them while the Israeli 
army will remain in control of all main roads and high- 
ways cutting through the West Bank. 

It is in the same vein that Israel has continued to build 
Jewish settlements in Arab East Jerusalem and kept a deaf 
ear when it came to addressing the rights of foe 
Palestinians in the diaspora, whether displaced or 
refugees. 

What we have seen so far is a clear Israeli attempt to dic- 
tate foe terms of a peace accord with foe Palestinians and 
impose its will on foe Arabs as a whole with little consid- 
eration given to foe legitimate Arab rights in Palestine, 
including East Jerusalem. 

Such behaviour has obviously left no room for a new 
take-off of the peace process except in foe direction chart- 
ed by Israel. And that is the crux of the task facing King 
Hussein when he meets President Clinton on Monday. 


Jordan’s unwavering commitment to peace in the Middle 
East and efforts to bring security and stability for all peo- 
ples in the region needs no reminder. King Hussein is will- 
ing to use every iota of goodwill and credibility he and 
Jordan have to advance the peace process. But, given the 
Israeli intransigence and arrogance, one is discouraged to 
find very little room for movement based on good faith 
and honest intentions on one side in the peace process. 

Jordan is willing to go that extra mile to put the peace 
process back on track and salvage peacemaking from the 
brink of catastrophe. But Jordan alone can achieve little 
without Israeli reciprocity based on a pragmatic realisation 
that for real peace to take hold in the region, the Jewish 
state has to abandon its grand designs which totally ignore 
Palestinian and Arab rights. 

That places the ball right in foe American court. We have 
heard successive U.S. administrations repeatedly affirm 
that Washington was and is no position to influence Israeli 
policies and decision-making. The assertions by Clinton 
administration officials that foe best course is to leave it to 
the Palestinians and Israelis to work out an agreement 
between themselves, without external intervention, are in 
fo Ansel ves a non-starter. Quite simply, one need not be 
told that Israel by virtue of its physical control of foe 
Palestinian territories, supported by a mighty military, 
holds foe upper hand in any negotiations with the 
Palestinians. It is not as if foe Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions pit two sides of equal strength: the party with gen- 
uine grievances is the weaker among the two while the 
other maintains foe arrogance of power. 

Let us face foe reality today: The U.S., while claiming 
neutrality and very conveniently arguing that the two par- 
ties should work out a solution between themselves, is in 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Smooth sail for the new 
transitional government 


REVIEWED BY 

ELIA NASRALLAH 

COLUMNISTS AND 
writers for foe local press 
concentrated their atten- 
tion in foe past week on 
the new government of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali and the 
problems it is expected to 
address. Prominence was 
also given to the Middle 
East question in light of 
Israel’s settlement plans. 

Writing under foe tide 
“No promises and no 
expectations’’, a colum- 
nist in AJ Ra’i daily said 
that foe present govern- 
ment is quite lucky 
because the King's letter 
of designation did not ask 
it to burden itself with 
heavy responsibilities, on 
foe one hand, and because 
its members ate quite 
experienced and familiar 
with foe tasks ahead. 

Fahed Fanek said that 
regarding the question of 
peace, foe new govern- 
ment has five ministers 
well acquainted with foe 
peace process and capa- 
ble of handling peace 
requirements: as to the 
general elections, the 
Interior Minister, Nazir 
Rashid, is a veteran 
regarding affairs of his 
ministry because he had 
served in the security ser- 
vices before. 

Referring to the econo- 
my. he said that the coun- 
try is applying an eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme which is suffi- 
cient to take care of eco- 
nomic issues. Regarding 
foe public admin isVation. 
the writer said no one is 
expecting miracles since 
the question of reforming 
the system cannot be han- 
dled by a provisional 
government, especially 
since its predecessors 
have repeatedly tried to 
put matters righr with no 
much success. 

In foe view of Yasser 
Zaatreh, a writer for AI 
Dusiour. foe new govern- 
ment is faced with foe 
formidable task of ensur- 
ing fair and free elections 
this year, pursuing efforts 
to protect and promote 
foe peace process and 
enhancing Jordan’s rela- 
tions with foe rest of foe 
.Arab states. 

Apart form foe elec- 
tions. foe main task of the 
present government. 
Abdul Salam Majali is ■ 
directing his efforts 
towards tackling the inef- 
ficiency of the public 
administration, and cor- 


ruption, said foe writer 
who stressed that these 
are all vital issues that do 
not tolerate any delay. 

In handling the peace 
process, he said, foe pre- 
sent government is faced 
with two predicaments: 
foe Jewish state’s illegal 
practices under foe Likud 
government, which are 
harfning Jordan’s, inter- 
ests, and foe prospect of 
having to take decisions 
within foe framework of 
foe Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, which are not 
backed by the Jordanian 
people. 

Rakan Majali. a writer 
for Al Dustour. criticised 
the Islamic Action Front 
for what he said its unjus- 
tified attack on foe new 
government. 

He said that apparently 
because foe party’s mem- 
bers had failed to secure 
cabinet portfolios in the 
new government some- 
thing which they had 
hoped to achieve under 
foe former government, 
certain party members 
launched their present 
attack. 

The writer recalled that 
foe Kabariti government 
had sent out feelers to the 
Islamic Action Front, 
sounding out their stand 
with regard to joining foe 
government, and noted 
that prominent party 
members had displayed 
strong desire to partici- 
pate in a future govern- 
ment. 

Having failed to receive 
any ministerial portfolios 
under foe new govern- 
ment, this party has 
resorted to attacking it. 
Furthermore, foe writer 
recalled that under a pre- 
vious government, foe 
Islamists had proved that 
even after being given 
cabinet posts they had 
failed to produce an inte- 
grated programme of 
their own to bring about 
reforms in foe country. 

He said one can under- 
stand any party’s desire to 
assume power in the 
country, but what is not 
acceptable is for any 
part)' to try to cover up 
for failure by levelling 
attacks on others. 

A writer for Al Aswaq 
urged foe new govern- 
ment to avoid any delay 
in coordinating foe efforts 
of the ministries of 
tourism and information 
in carrying out worldwide 
campaigns to attract 
tourists to Jordan. 

Yahya Mahmoud said 
that foe tourism industry 


is a lucrative business and 
promising in a country 
like Jordan which Houses 
historic treasures and 
enjoys security and sta- 
bility. It is imperative for 
the Ministry of 

Information to join foe 
efforts of foe Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
in launching programmes 
abroad aimed at attracting 
tourists, in conjunction 
with foe private sector, 
because the tourism 
industry forms a vital 
component of foe 

Jordanian economy, said 
foe writer. 

The writer cited the 
example of Lebanon 
which, after years of civil 
strife, is rising up again 
and whose economy is 
being strengthened by foe 
new tourism programmes 
and through investments 
in foe tourism industry. 
He added that foe 
Ministry of Tourism can 
by no means handle this 
important task on its own. 

Tayseer Zibri, a writer 
for Al Ra’i, attacked 
Washington’s resorting to 
vetoing U.N. Security 
Council resolutions con- 
demning Israel’s illegal 
actions, describing the 
council's performance as 
imposing “foe dictator- 
ship of foe minority" on 
the rest of the world com- 
munity. 

By twice killing council 
resolutions in favour of 
its ally, foe U.S. has dis- 
played its determination 
to continue protecting 
Israel’s aggressive poli- 
cies and proved again that 
it can by no means be 
considered as a fair bro- 
ker of foe peace process, 
said the writer. 

By giving foe power of 
veto to only five mem- 
bers of foe world commu- 
nity, foe world cannot 
expect to live in peace 
since each of these five 
members tries to protect 
its own interests and 
those of its allies, regard- 
less of foe world commu- 
nity’s concerns. 

The writer said that 
since the five members of 
foe council continue to 
practise their hegemony 
over the world's affairs, 
no one can expecL justice. 

Commenting on the 
meeting in Morocco of 
the Jerusalem 

Committee, a writer for 
A l Dustour said no practi- 
cal steps are expected to 
be taken at meeting and 
the statements of con- 
demnation of Israel's 
practices can by no 


means stop foe Jewish 
state's building of settle- 
ments on Arab land in 
Jerusalem. 

Issa Shueibi said that it 
is not sufficient for foe 
Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries represented at foe 
committee to cry over 
spilt milk when the Israeli 
bulldozers are wasting no 
time in paving the ground 
for foe new settlement on 
Arab land close to the 
shrines considered holy 
by millions of Muslims 
and Christians around foe 
world. 

The writer said not only 
is Benyamin Netanyahu 
scoffing at foe commit- 
tee’s statements, foe com- 
mittee’s members them- 
selves feel that their 
behaviour falls far short 
of the minimum level of 
action required to prevent 
foe Israelis from pursuing 
their practices. 

The wrirer said it is bet- 
ter for foe Arabs and 
Muslims to refrain from 
holding such meaningless 
meetings since they can- 
not undertake a single 
practical step to bring 
pressure on foe Israeli 
government and deter its 
illegal actions. 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
seems to have been wait- 
ing for foe Tel Aviv blast 
to declare that Yasser 
Arafat and foe Palestine 
National Authority are 
responsible for foe attack, 
said a writer for Al Ra'i. 

Not only did Mr. 
Netanyahu defy the world 
by provoking foe 
Palestinians ro resort to 
violence once again, he 
also ordered his troops to 
launch renewed attacks 
on the Palestinian civil- 
ians and to surround their 
towns with tanks, said a 
columnist writing under 
foe pen name Meem. 

Before the Tel Aviv 
attack, he said, Mr. 
Netanyahu realised that 
foe Palestinians will not 
remain passive in the face 
of Israel's practices and 
had planned to impose a 
siege on foe Palestinian 
towns to ensure that foe 
building of foe new set- 
tlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim will continue 
smoothly and without any 
obstacles. 

The writer said that it is 
true that terrorist actions 
can never benefit foe 
cause of foe Palestinians, 
but, he added, Mr. 
Netanyahu has left the 
oppressed population 
with no other alternative 
to secure their rights. 


fact going out of its way to defend and protect Israel rather 
than live up to its claim ro be a honest broker. Its two suc- 
cessive vetoes of United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions, as well as its vote against a General Assembly reso- 
lution condemning Israel’s settlement policies, have estab- 
lished foe double-standard policy of Washington. 

The U.S., despite its smooth diplomatic talk, is only kid- 
ding itself if it believes that foe international community 
has bought its arguments of neutrality in the peace process. 
If anything, foe belief is getting stronger every day that foe 
U.S. is a supporter of foe grand designs of Israel against 
Palestinian and Arab rights. 

Washington’s adam ant rejection of any substantial role 
for the powerful European Union (ELT) in the peace 
process speaks volumes for the U.S. fear that a direct EU 
involvement would better balance foe peace negotiations 
because foe EU would throw its weight behind foe weak 
Palestinians and their legitimate rights against Israel’s 
intransigence backed by Washington. 

It will be an understatement to say that U.S. credibility 
in foe peace process is fast disappearing regardless of 
whatever arguments Washington puts up. The reality on 
the ground totally contradicts American assertions and 
promises. 

The only way out of foe crisis today is for foe U.S. to 
stop in its track for a moment and rethink its interests and 
strategies in foe Middle East. The U.S. is foe only power 
which could bring about any substantial change in foe pre- 
sent situation in the region. We need not lecture the U.S. as 
to what its options should be. All we Arabs expect is for 
the U.S. to live up to its own founding principles of justice 
and honesty, for once in foe Middle East. 


LETTERS 


Action, no talks 

To the Editor; 

I DARE comment on Bill Ennen bach’s letier “Reassessing U.S. 
policy" (Jordan Times, March 26, 1997). It is all right for Mr. 
Ennenbach to suggest reading material and a few sources here 
and there about “reafpolitik," but it is not this issue only that is 
important; it is the “haute politique” which determines the fate of 
weaker nations, or, in the case of the Palestinians, their still no- 
nation status that hampers their cause. 

■ In May 1948. upon to the declaration of the state of Israel, I 
was a very young visiting wife of a student in (he U.5.. When the 
family, husband, wife and a little child became stateless, the peri- 
od of adjusting to immigration rules regulations and bonds gov- 
erning our status, along with the rest of the indecisive parapher- 
nalia that messed up our personal lives, remained until SepL 
1951. It did not get solved until the PhD dissertation was com- 
pleted and accepted. To make a long story short, we remained 
stateless for three , and a half years out of a five-year stay. As 
stateless persons, we were allowed to work, to apply for social 
security iree education, freedom of movement and holdings; that 
much I will always remember and cany with me all my life. 

Upon returning to see my family, and at the rime my parents 
pressured me about our status and our right to return or visit 
them, my father finally sent me a Jordanian document to travel 
with, my husband acquired a refugee laissez-passer, and my 
child was holder of a U.S. passport. 

Coming back, and living and working will fellow Palestinians 
in .JonJan. Egypt. Lebanon and visiting European countries, I was 
in charge, at one time, of collecting pertinent data on Palestinians 
all over foe world for foe Palestine Research Centre in Beirut, 
Lebanon. I noted foe struggle plus strife we went through as 
Palestinians; we had ended in a hand-to-mouth existence, with- 
out excluding any country we happened to be living in. We were 
confined to remodelled army barracks, or barbed wire enclo- 
sures. and were told to wait. The affluent ones chose other ways, 
with great difficulties in their step-by-step procedures. 

Now, fifty years later, I feel it is this “haute politique" which 
ruled our lives and decision and that not many cared who lived 
or died or what was to be done for the future. If any plans were 
made, they remained secrets not to be revealed to us. 

Unfortunately, our intellectuals, in general, did little more than 
collect, read and refute what prominent Israelis had to say con- 
cerning their future plans, strategic and tactical. It would have 
been much wiser for them to have widened foe scope of looking 
into infrastructure, socio-economic status, industries, education- 
al and scientific achievements and foe way-of-life of the average 
Palestinian refugee — for we are all refugees now. even if we are 
granted historical names and period dates — in lieu of arranging 
high-level meetings and engaging in useless Byzantine dia- 
logues, so to speak, to get more action done. 

Leila Al Khalidi, 
Amman. 


Appalling cruelty 

To the Editor: 

I HAVE witnessed the most appalling act. Our neighbourhood 
has had a stray dog resident for as long as I have lived here. She 
has been in direct contrast to the household animals who are 
aggressive and noisy. She would purposefully leave foe area if 
people were out on their own or with their own animals. She has 
quietly raised a healthy, socialising pup. And my neighbours 
responded by leaving her food. 

Bui the community as a whole did not behave as well. 

Dap in foe heart of the Abdoun residential district a truck 
bearing foe red licence plate of 11773 cruised the streets. 
Sighting foe mother dog they pursued her until they had her in 
a field bordered by walled private gardens. 

I counted six shots from a high powered rifle. Six shots fired 
— badly — in a residential area! The sixth wounded her in foe 
shoulder. When she went to ground behind a small hillock they 
drove off, leaving her to bleed profusely. 

With the intervention of foe municipality patrol a final single 
merciful shot put her out of her misery. 

What impression will my overseas guests take away with 
them of Jordan? 

This scenario enraged me on many levels. All our communi- 
ties must deal with an animal control programme But never, 
anywhere I have lived on this planet, have I seen such a flagrant 
disregard for the safety of foe community and such cruelty com- 
bined with ineptitude in canying out a task of this sort. 

Surely this cannot be foe policy of foe government — to use 
firearms indiscriminately in a residential area, taking potshots at 
an animal on the off chance of killing them. 

Jo MoUoy, 
Amman. 
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Beware: mother’s little helper is defecting... 


Society is facing one of its gravest public 
health problems — the emergence of bacte- 
ria with resistance to many, and in some 
cases all, available antibiotics 

By Robin McKie, Peter Beaumont, Victoria Clark and John Arlidge 


WILLIAM DAVID is a 
worried man. Recently 
the 63-year-old retired 
photographer saw his 
doctor once again about 
his recurrent urinary 
infection. It was not the 
symptoms, shivers and 
discomfort that fright- 
ened him. His real fears 
focused on the three 
courses of different 
antibiotics that have so 
far failed to shift his 
month-long illness. 

“I wasn’t very happy 
when my doctor suggest- 
ed even more antibiotics. 
I asked her if there was a 
danger I could become 
immune to them — but 
she dodged the issue.” 

William's question was 
a legitimate one, never- 
theless. Nor is he the 
only one to ask it, for in 
recent months, more and 
more people have come 
to question the reputation 
of die twentieth century's 
wonder •■cure-all": the 
antibiotic. And in its 
place has spread a new 
folklore — about the lost 
potency of the magic 
bullets that once gunned 
down so many infectious 
diseases. 

Even the use of amoxy- 
cillin, that friendly yel- 
low liquid that is eveiy 
parent’s panacea for ear- 
ache and other childhood 
ills, is under the scrutiny 
of suspicious scientists. 

Such pessimism is not 
hard to explain, given the 
apocalyptic utterances of 
so many doctors and sci- 
entists. Take the views of 
Professor Stuart Levy, 
director of the Centre of 


Drug Resistance at Tufts 
University, Boston. 
“Society is facing one of 
its gravest public health 
problems — the emer- 
gence of infectious bac- 
teria with resistance to 
many, -and in some cases 
all, available antibi- 
otics,” he writes in a 
forthcoming Ciba Foun- 
dation book about the 
problem. 

Nor are such concerns 
confined to the scientific* 
and medical establish- 
ments. In a speech 
chareed with emotion, a 
tearful Lord Fit! — for- 
merly Gerry Fitt, the 
West Belfast MP — 
recently told a House of 
Lords debate on antibiot- 
ic resistance bow his 
wife of 49 years had died 
last year following expo- 
sure to “a superbug” at 
the Chelsea and West- 
minster hospital. 

Lady Fitt was being 
treated for asthma when 
she* contracted “some 
sort of hospital bug” 
from a patient. “I wish I 
had never agreed to let 
her go to that hospital,” 
Lord Fitt said. “From the- 
day she got that infec- 
tion, it was totally and 
absolutely downhill. 
Eventually this bug, 
which had got into her 
respiratory system, was 
playing such havoc that 
they had to take her to 
intensive care.” 

He was warned by con- 
sultants that as a conse- 
quence of contracting the 
bacterium methicillin 
resistant Staphy-lococ- 
cus aureus (MRSA1, his 


wife would never again 
be able to resist an attack 
of flu. Taken out of hos- 

P ltal by an anxious Lord 
itt, his wife asked to 
borrow a handkerchief in 
June, saying: “Gerry, I 
have got flu.” “Within a 
week," he added, “she 
was dead.” 

The Lords concluded 
that Britain now faces 
outbreaks of illnesses — 
including pneumonia and 
tuberculosis — caused 
by strains of bacteria for 
which no antibiotic treat- 
ment will be available. 
“The consequences 
would often be fatal,” 
said Brian Sprait, Profes- 
sor of Biological Science 
at Sussex University. 

And the emergence of 
one bacterium, found at 
London's St. George's 
hospital, that thrives on 
antibiotics, should make 
such warnings to be 
taken very seriously 
indeed. For its part, the 
government has been 
forced to try to balance 
cautions about overreac- 
tion with warnings 
against misuse. 

“We do face the 
prospect that antibiotics 
could lose their effec- 
tiveness in the near 
future,” Dr. Kenneth Cai- 
man, the chief medical 
officer, told the Observ- 
er. “We need to take 
careful measures, but 
equally, we must not go 
too far. People should not 
stop taking antibiotics. 
These are extremely use- 
ful medicines, after all.” 
The trouble is that, for 
all scientists’ warnings. 


little has been done to 
stop the practices that 
have rekindled our vul- 
nerability to ancient 
killers such as TB. 

In particular, indiscrim- 
inate overuse of antibi- 
otics remains wide- 

spread, as illustrated by 
the case of British tourist 
Ann Miller who was hol- 
idaying in Kashmir when 
she was struck down 
with recurrent pancreas 
trouble. The local 

chemist sold her the 
painkillers she needed — 
as well as three different 
antibiotics, with no 
instructions about when 
to take them or about fin- 
ishing the course. 

And the problem is 
only getting worse. For 
example, the fall of com- 
munism opened the door 
to an avalanche of cheap 
imported drugs, includ- 
ing antibiotics, from the 
West. Recently an 
Observer correspondent 
visited her local Moscow 
chemist and found 
antibiotics openly on 
sale. 


As the chemist put it: 
“Why should,! demand a 
prescription when I’m 
interested in selling 
drugs.” She bought £6 
worth, without being told 
how or when to take the 
pills. 

As a result of such 
slackness, “the globe is 
now bathed in a dilute 
solution of antibiotics,” 
Professor Julian Davies, 
of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, told a recent 


Ciba Foundation sympo- 
sium. “You might expect 
all microbes to have been 
killed. But they have not 
been killed. They have 
become resistant 

Waves of unbeatable 
illnesses — pneumonia, 
meningitis and septi- 
caemia — now sweep 
the Third World and 
some have reached the 
United States. They have 
also arrived, in a limited 
way, in Britain, where 
occasional infections, 
such as bouts of MRSA. 
have had fatal outcomes 
in hospitals. 

These occur in wards 
because antibiotics are 
used to treat immu no- 
suppressed cancer 

patients, AIDS sufferers 
and individuals who 
have just undergone 
surgery, leaving hospitals 
awash in antibiotics — a 
perfect environment for 
the evolution of resistant 
bugs. “In the world out- 
side the hospital ward, in 
the community, resis- 
tance has yet to have a 
serious affect in Britain. 


but that may not last for 
much longer,” Professor 
Spratt added. 

In addition, to overuse, 
there is also the issue of 
under-investment in new 
antibiotic research. Mosr 
current major classes of 
compounds — 

cephalosporins, amino- 
glycosides, macrolides 
and others — vere 
developed in the early 
1970s. Work since then 
has merely involved the 


manufacture of variants 
on these antibiotic 
themes. 

Nor can Britain lay all 
the blame at the door of 
the Third World. By and 
large, both doctors and 
public behave responsi- 
bly with regard to antibi- 
otics in this country. The 
former certainly do not 
wildly overprescribe and 
the latter do take pains to 
finish courses of trcat- 
meni. 

Yet doctors find it diffi- 
cult to resist giving 
antibiotics to two-year- 
olds with undefined but 
nonetheless severe pains. 
Equally parents find it 
hard to complete courses 
if their antibiotic has an 
unpleasant taste and is 
upsetting their child. 

The recent outbreak of 
E.coli 0157-H7 in Scot- 
land. which is still claim- 
ing lives, provides a per- 
fect example of the prob- 
lem, triggering — as it 
has done — a heavy new 
demand for antibiotics. 
Sandra Grey, who was 
lasf week attending Edin- 


burgh's Royal Hospital 
for Scottish Children 
with her nine-year-old 
daughter, said she often 
took powerful antibi- 
otics. 

“It only takes a couple 
of days before you begin 
to feel better and you can 
get back to normal. The 
only snag is remember- 
ing to finish the course 
so the problem does not 
come back. It's all about 
how you feel now and I 


know that for the time 
being antibiotics work 
for me and my family. 
That's all that really mat- 
ters." 

It is a reasonable atti- 
tude for any mother to 
take. However, it is 
doubrfui that it can 
remain practical for 
much longer. 

Researchers have found 
amoxycillin to be of on jy 
marginal benefit in 
relieving symptoms or 
preventing complications 
in middle-ear infections, 
paediatrician Robert Bal- 
timore of Yale University 
School of Medicine told 
a recent New York sym- 
posium. 

How ever, the liberal 
use of such antibiotics 
for this slim benefit came 
at a high price: it puts 
children at risk of future 
infections that would not 
respond to antibiotics. 

“Many of us believe 
that the use of broad- 
spectrum antibiotics for 
ear infections has con- 
tributed to resistance." 
Dr. Baltimore said and he 
urged paediatricians to 
take the bold step of not 
prescribing antibiotics 
when children ha\e fluid 
in the ear without other 
symptoms or when they 
are not in a lot of pain. 

There is also the issue 
of antibiotics injected 
into farm animals, such 
as sheep, as growth pro- 
moters. A favourite — 
avopanin — has recently 
been outlawed in Ger- 
many and Denmark 
because of its similarity' 
to vancomycin, an antibi- 
otic used in humans as a 
last resort when dealing 
with outbreaks of MRSA 
and other infections. 

The ban — which has 
yet to be introduced in 
Britain despite pressure 
from scientists — ‘was 
invoked because it was 
discovered that avopanin 
resistance; and its biolog- 
ical handmaiden, van- 
comycin resistance, was 
spreading to humans. 


“The use of avopanin in 
animal husbandry creates 
a potential reservoir of 
transferable. van- 

comycin-resistant bacte- 
ria disseminated via meal 
products," Professor 
Witte, of the Robert 
Koch Institute in Ger- 
many. said. 

As :t result, bacteria 
resistant to all other 
antibiotics could he 
given the final armour 
they need to deflect the 
last effective magic bul- 
let in the doctor's 
armoury. The conse- 
quence would be deadly. 

In such chilling cir- 
cumstances. stories like 
those of 29-year-old 
clerk Ian Small, who was 
attending Edinburgh's 
Sioekhridge Health Cen- 
tre last week, will he 
repeated over and o\ei 
again — usually with 
more deadly conse- 
quences. Last week he 
described how live 
courses of powerful 
antibiotics had failed to 
kill off a stomach hug. 

"When I started my 
first course I thought 
everything would K- 
alright, but things just 
got worse. It was the 
same through the second, 
third, fourth and fifth 
courses. In the end 1 just 
threw away all the 
remaining pills. 1 would 
have been belter off 
recovering naturally, and 
the same probably goes 
for others. 

He is almost certainly 
right. 

The Observer 


“We do face the prospect that antibiotics could 
lose their effectiveness in the near future. We 
need to take careful measures, but equally, we 
must not go too far. People should not stop tak- 
ing antibiotics. These are extremely useful med- 
icines, after all.” 


Prime minister’s mail 


easy read for Swedes 


STOCKHOLM (R) — It's difficult for the prime minister of 
Sweden to have any secrets — anyone can read his mail. 

Under Swedish laws that make government documents and . 
files from public institutions available to anyone interested, the 
prime minister's mail, both incoming and outgoing, is available 
to all and sundry. 

Each day the doors to the prime minister’s mail room in cen- 
tral Stockholm are flung open — and on average one person a 
day makes use of traditional Swedish openness to peruse 
through the leader of the nation's posL 

Letters ranging from a formal exchange with U.S. President 
Bill Ginton to a request from Swedish citizen Karl Staben for 
a T-shirt are open for public scrutiny, says Mats Andersson. 
who answers the letters — and about half receive a reply. 

If letters include a request for money or ask how to seek polit- 
ical asylum in Sweden, they legally require government action. 

“Of course there are always letters from people who say they 
are Jesus,” said Mr. Andersson. who leads a team of seven that 
opens, reads and files the prime minister's mail. 

“But if our Jesus says be wants 5,000 crowns (S676) from the 
government, then we have to answer iL" 

Some letters, however, are regarded as not serious and go 
unanswered 

One. which was put in the “not serious” tray, was a request to 
investigate the possibility that whales, angered by being dis- 
turbed by ship engines, caused the Estonia feny disaster in 
which 852 people died. 

The feny sank in a storm in 1 994 on its way from Estonia to 
Sweden. 

"fThe writer) was convinced the whales bec am e so angry 


iusc of this that they sank the Estonia and if we don’t look 
this, it's bound to happen again,” he said, 
bout 99 per cent of the letters are from Swedes, 
lie letters from foreigners are mostly from people who 
t autographs." Mr. Andersson said, 
lese are answered with a standard autographed photo 
:den*s current prime minister. Goran Persson, he said. ”• 
jme documents are kept away from prying eyes and classi- 
secreL if officials deem the public would be harmed if cer- 
information was published. 

iese include letters containing military secrets and those 
in business deals involving stare-owned companies, 
owever. most of the prime minister’s mail is available for 
3ne to read. 

le letters are kept on file indefinitely, moved from die office 
larger archive before they are submitted to the official state 
live which has documents dating back to the 10th century. 
Ve even keep President Clinton’s letters here, said Ulla 
lert, one of the two public servants who file the prime min- 

iome of them are classified as secret but there are also some 

you can have a look at if you want. 

r. Persson receives about 10.000 letters a year but only 60 

0 will be sent to him for a signed reply. 

le reads all the letters he signs," said Mr. Andersson, who is 
of Mr Persson 's political advisers. # 

r. Andersson chooses which letters and e-mail messages 
be answered and which will be passed on to the prune rarn- 

e said the mail reflects popular opinion in Sweden 
:fore former Deputy Prime Minister Mona Sahlm was 
ed to resign over allegations that she misused a state credit 

1 io buy nappies and chocolaie for her children, there was a 
d of letters supporting her. 
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Thursday 3rd. April 97 - Afternoon session 
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1530 

Prof. J. Grudzmskas 

Early Pregnancy Failure 

England 

1530 

Dr. A. Handyside 

Pre-implantation Diagnosis 

England 

1630 

ProL L. Koulischer 

Genetic Counselling in Medically Assisted Procreation 

Belgium 

1730 

Mr. S. Ghunaim 

ICSI by Testicular Sperm 24 hours after Testicular Biopsy in Secretory 
Azoospermia 

Jordan 

17:45 

ProL R. Schoysman 

New Interest in Testicular Biopsy In the Management of the Azoospermic 
Male 

Belgium 

Friday 

4th. April 97 - 

Morning session 


0930 

Dr.F.Lisi 

Immature Sperm Conception in the Human 

Italy 

1030 

D&Y.Dajani 

The Role of Testicular FNA in Assisted Conception 

Jordan 

1130 

Mrs. S. Keflani ' 

Variation in Zone Pelludda Dissolution time of non Transferred Human 
Embryos in In Vitro Fertilization 

Jordan 

nos 

Prof. L Craft 

PESA 

England 

11-45 

ProL R. Schoysman 

Debate: 

Belgium 


ProL L Craft " 

Dr.Z.Keflani 

Assisted Conception or 
- Surgical Correction 

Afternoon session 

England 

Jordan 

1430 

Dr. J. Cohen 

Ovarian Stimulation for Assisted Reproduction 

France 

1530 

ProL R, Fry dman 

Die use of Antagonist in IVF 

France 

1530 

Dr.W.deLaat 

RecomginantFSH 

Holland 

1630 

Pro. E Qttadini 

Operative Laparoscopy 

Italy 

1730 

Dt J. Hamou State of The Art in Operative Hysteroscopy 
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CHAIRMAN S MESSAGE 
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Dear Shareholders, 


I am pleased to announce that -Arab Bank 
enjoyed another successful and profitable 
year in 19^6. Through sound banking 
policies, management has been able to 
build upon the Bank's sturdy foundation 
in order to safeguard shareholders' 
interests and guarantee quality services 
lor its customers. The continued success 
i>f the Bank and the resulting benefits to 
shareholders and clients is further 
evidence of management’s ability to 
incorporate and deal effectively with 
change. 


It gives me great pleasure to present to 
you the 19% Annual Report of Arab 
Bank, depicting the strong performance 
and encouraging results your institution 
sustained during the past year. Net 
income after tax increased to JOD 95.7 
million. The total balance sheet has 
increased to JOD 13.5 billion and 
shareholders' equity reached JOD 630.0 
million. 


1 1 is my pleasure to recount the Bank's 
strong financial situation and to touch 
upon' the most important internal and 
external factors, including the general 
economy, which contributed to the solid 
performance of your Bank. 

Until such time as a final and just peace is 
reached in the region, we shall continue 
with efforts to temper our clients' 
optimism. The events of 1996 confirmed 
that die road to lasting peace in the 
Middle East is still fraught with difficulty 
and disappointment. Perseverance, 
sacrifice and hard work are required 
before Palestinians regain ail their 
legitimate and inalienable rights. 

In spite of uncertain and difficult 
conditions prevailing in the Arab 
countries as indeed in the rest of the 
world, nevertheless during 1996 Arab 
Bank focused its attention on providing 
clients with integral .products and 
services, which contributed to the support 
of economically viable projects. During 
the past year, we were successful in 
finalising all necessary arrangements for 
the completion of our new branches in 
Palestine in Hebron. Jenin. Qalqiliah and 
a second branch in the City of RamaUah. 
All arc now operational. With these 
additions the Bank's network in Palestine 
consists of eleven branches. 

The Arab Palestine Investment Bank 
iAPIB) joint-venture. has been 
established and is now operational. 
APIBs capital amounting to USD 50 
million has been fully paid, with 
ownership apportioned as follows: 55% 
b\ Arab Bank Pic: 25% by International 
Finance Corporation ilFC): 15% by 
IV use he Fmunriorungsgesellschafl I'lir 
Reiciligung in Entwicklungslandem 
(Pb'tii: and 5' * by Enterprise Investment 
Corporation iEIO. In conjunction with 
serving its clients and enhancing the 
r.-gu.n'-, economic condition, the AP1B is 
direct mg us efl urts toward supporting 
industrial production and accelerating the 
creation of jobs in Palestine. 

The Arab Bank's pei form once in the Arab 
countries was exceptionally successful, 
positive variables contributed to 
influencing and supporting further growth 
and development in these countries. Due 
to InviHimble and stable oil prices, 
petroleum- producing countries were not 
'inly able to control their budget deficit, 
hut also to undertake new investment 
plans. Currency exchange remained 
generally stable throughout the year, with 
only minor structural changes in the 
currency values of the Arab countries 
where we operate. The .Arab world also 
experienced an increase in pan-Arab 
trade, including a general trend toward 
opening the market through a relaxing of 
rules anJ controls of banking operations. 

These positive variables bring promise of 
a brighter economic future. At the same 
lime, competition among financial 
institutions necessitates that we satisfy- 
our clients' diverse needs more efficiently 
and effectively. In our ongoing efforts to 
improve and support the operations of our 
brandies in the Arab world, we have 
increased their capital base, augmented 
staff training and modernised their 
technical facilities. 

in general, world economic and financial 
conditions were encouraging with modest 
growth achieved during 1996. Interest 
rales fell and stabilised at low- levels 
while exchange rates did not change 
significantly. The performance of .Arab 


Bank branches, subsidiaries and affiliates 
outside the .Arab world contributed to the 
Bank's total profits and reserves. In 1996, 
Arab Bank extended its global network 
by establishing a representative office in 
Santiago. Chile. We now have, for the 
first time, a physical presence in Latin 
America, where we hope to reach and 
serve the extensive Arab community 
there. This new facility, as indeed all our 
other international resources, has been 
established to serve the needs of all of the 
Bank's clients. 


In 1996. the Basle Committee on Banking 
Supervision of the Bank for International 
Settlements, issued a new rule in order to 
complement the capital adequacy base of 
the banking industry. The objective of 
this new rule is to hedge risk 
requirements resulting from changes in 
market prices, and to augment the capital 
adequacy required for credit risk. By the 
end of 1997. the impact of interest rate 
risk on the net worth of banking entities is 
required to be measured and reported. A 
special designated part of the capital base 
must also be allotted for market risks. The 
mechanism of this new ruling proves the 
historic soundness of Arab Bank. We 
have always worked hard to build 
shareholders' equity by retaining the 
maximum amount possible from our net 
income and by keeping the dividends 
distributed to shareholders reasonable and 
stable. 



The Basle Committee on Banking 
Supervision also issued recommendations 
for improvement of the general 
framework of banking supervision and 
control. These recommendations 
emphasise the control and supervisory 
role of the national central banks over the 
consolidated balance sheet of all 
multinational banks operating outside 
their own respective countries. The free 
exchange of information among the 
central banks was also a major 
component of these recommendations. 

As a pioneer in its efforts to control risks 
and manage exposure effectively within 
the framework of the banking 
supervision, Arab Bank established a 
High Asset/Liability Management 
Committee. The mandate of this 
Committee is to identify, measure and 
manage successfully the total banking 
risks, as well as to standardise the 
functions of local Asset/ Liability 
Management Committees in main 
branches and money centres. A standard 
unified framework for risk management 
procedures is presently being 
implemented. A communication system 
lor "real-time on-line" reporting will be 
set up in the near future and will be 
utilised to cover the Bank's branch 
network. The main objective of these- 
developments is to facilitate the 
achievement of the Bank's goals in total 
risk control. 


comprised 50.2% of total assets. On the 
other hand, our total loan portfolio reached 
JOD 4,163.3 million compared to JOD 
3.711.1 million at the end of 1995 and 
represented 40.3% of total assets. 

The new Jordanian tax law came into effect 
on 1 January 1996. This law imposes a 
10% withholding tax on dividends 
distributed to shareholders, which should 
be deducted and paid upon the approval of 
dividends by the General Assembly. The- 
Board of Directors has made arrangements 
to secure the net amount paid to 
shareholders without any reduction from 
previous years, as a result of this new law. 
Accordingly, the Board of Directors 
recommends to the General Assembly the 
distribution of JOD 17.6 million, or JOD 4 
per share. The proposed dividends 
represent 40% of the nominal value of the 
paid-in capital. The Board also 
recommends the appropriation of the 
remaining income to the disclosed reserves 
in the balance sheet. As a result of the 
above allocation, total shareholders' equity, 
after the distribution of dividends, will 
increase to JOD 630.0 million compared to 
JOD 552.0 million in 1995. Accordingly, 
the ratio of equity to total assets will 
increase to 6.09% compared to 5.94% in 
1995. The capital adequacy ratio, 
calculated according to the Basle rules, 
reached 14.24% for 1996. The minimum 
capita] adequacy ratio required by the 
Central Bank of Jordan is 10%. while the 
Basle rules require a minimum of 8%. The 
positive difference between requested and 
available equity reflects the additional 
margin available to the Bank in meeting 
the new market risk requirement. It also 
highlights the additional resources 
accessible for further investment 
opportunities in risk assets, which could be 
utilised by the Bank for excelling its 
performance both inside and outside the 
Arab world. 


Hard work and sound banking policy- 
produced satisfying financial results in 
1996. The follow ing paragraphs contain a 
brief summary of the main financial 
achievements. 


Arab Bank reported a record income in 
1996. Net income increased to JOD 95.7 
million from JOD 80.5 million over the 
previous year, representing an increase of 
1 8.9%. It should also be noted that the 
Bank was able to double its income from 
that of five years ago. Consonant with 
these outstanding results, profitability 
ratios also generally improved. The ratio 
of net income to shareholders' equity rose 
to 15.18% from 14.58%. and the ratio of 
net income to total assets improved to 
0.93% from O.S7% in 1995. 


Arab Bank Group results for 1996 were 
comparable to those achieved by Arab 
Bank Pic. Net income reached USD 197.8 
million representing an increase of USD 
29.8 million or 17.7%< over the 1995 
results. The total balance sheet, excluding 
contra accounts, reached USD 15.9 billion. 
Shareholders' equity increased to USD 
1,402.5 million, or 8.8% of total assets. 
The capital adequacy ratio advanced to 
16.09% in 1996 compared to 14.64% in 
1995. 


Efficiency was further enhanced. In 1996 
a 16.9% growth in total revenue was 
achieved while the increase in operating 
expenditure was held to 12.2%. Total 
assets were augmented, reaching JOD 
I0.33S.1 million compared to JOD 
9.295.6 million in 1995. an increase of 
JOD 1.042.5 million, or 11.2%. Growth 
in external funds was parallel to 
additional investment opportunities 
selected by the Bank. Total deposits 
increased to JOD 9.29S.5 million from 
JOD 8.375.5 million in 1995. Cusromer 
deposits, made up 73.2% of total deposits 
and reached JOD 6.S09.0 million in 1996. 
compared to JOD 6.168.1 million in the 
previous year. 

It is important to mention that over 80% 
of all diem funds ore core and stable 
deposits, which afford a certain flexibility 
to the Bank in its investment and liquidity 
management- Cash and quasi-cash 


Citing his responsibilities and busy work 
schedule, the Board of Directors accepted 
the resignation of Mr. Bahaa Rafic 
AJ-Hariri from the Board, effective 28 
August 1996. I am pleased to extend our 
recognition and appreciation to Mr. 
Al-Hariri for his service and efforts during 
the years of his membership. According to 
paragraph A. Article 178 of the 1989 
Jordanian Temporary Company Law. we 
recommend to the General Assembly the 
approval of the Board's decision to elect 
Mrs. Nazek Oudeh Al-Hariri to fill the 
vacant seat effective- 29 August 1996. 
Therefore. I would like to welcome Mrs. 
Al-Hariri to the Board of Directors, f am 
sure that the Bank will benefit from her 
presence and sincere efforts. 

Once again, I would like to offer all 
shareholders and clients my heartfelt 
acknowledgement and sincere appreciation 
for their support and confidence. I also 
wish to thank all Arab Bank staff, 
worldwide, for their dedication, hard work 
and loyalty, without which we would not 
have achieved the 1996 results. 


DEPUTY CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


The mechanism of rating a bank is based on a 
structured opinion of the bank's ability and 
legal obligation to adhere to the timely 
payment of principal and interest on its 
liabilities. Throughout its 67 years of 
operations. Arab Bank has continued to m&^t 
and fulfil each and every local and 
international obligation. Rating of Arab Bank, 
should be commensurate with its proven 
ability to honour all its liabilities, including 
during the most difficult and trying of times, 
earning it a higher rating than those of other 
financial institutions, which have enjoyed 
conditions of continuous economic and 
political stability. 

Recently, the capital markets and the demand 
for credit ratings have grown explosively. 
Credit ratings measure the probability that 
the borrower will default over the duration of 
the debt In line with rating agency norms, 
the sovereign rating establishes a rating 
ceiling for all entities domiciled in the 
respective country. This capping concept is 
meant to reflect the local government’s wide 
range of powers, which theoretically render 
its credit standing superior to any other 
debtor in that nation. The concept the 
justification and the applications of this 
capping are no longer sound and lack 
credibility when applied to the financial 
sector. 

We believe that the sovereign ceiling norm 
has outlived its time and is no longer valid. 
The successful conclusion of the Uruguay 
Round, which culminated in the creation of 
the World Trade Organization, broke down 
financial barriers across borders and 
transformed world financial markets into one 
unit Furthermore, the recent deregulation by 
financial regulators -and- the development in'' 
supervision of cross-border banking ensure 
that local regulations are no longer capable of 
limiting the movement of funds back to their 
origin during most difficult times. Arab 
Bank, time and again, has proved itself more 
than capable of overcoming any problems 
arising from sovereign, political or economic 
crises. In fact as a result of successfully 
weathering all past critical events. Arab Bank 
has emerged even stronger. 

The banking Jaws governing Arab Bank's 
operations are those of the Group of Ten or 
those parallel to them. In Jordan, where Arab 
Bank is licensed, the Central Bank of Jordan 
has adopted and integrates within its 
supervisory process all Basle control rules. 
The vast majority of Arab Bank Group 
operations, comprising more than 80% of the 
Group's activities, are conducted in countries 
outside Jordan and are thus governed by the 
regulatory authorities of those countries, 
many of which have a triple A rating. In the 
light of the geographical diversification of 
the Group's operations, the control of most of 
the Bank's assets by the Group of Ten 
regulatory authorities and the confinement of 
the Jordanian operation risks to assets held in 
Jordanian Dinars, render any attempt to 
correlate Arab Bank credit risk with the 
credit risk of a specific country both 
meaning-less and erroneous. 



Regulators controlling the Bank's operations 
have always held it in high regard. 
Evaluation of the Bank's management, 
including examination of internal controls 
and quality of assets, continuously reveal the 
inner strength of the Bank and result in the 
best possible mark. In several countries Arab 
Bank has achieved high ratings from the 
regulatory authorities for its operations, 
computerisation and controls. We are also 
witnessing a continuous upgrading of our 
operations from the banking authorities 
worldwide. 


Abdulmajeed S ho man 
Chairman, Board of Directors 


During the last ten years, the Tier I capital of 
Arab Bank Group increased by 120% to 
reach more than USD 1 .4 billion at the end of 
1996. Tier IT capital has been accumulated at 
an even higher rare. No external funds were 
raised in this remarkable build-up of the 
Group's equity. Capitalisation of retained 
earnings and charges to income were the only 
sources utilised. The equity to total asset ratio 
improved from 5.9% Jn 1987 to 8.8% in 
1996. The capital adequacy ratio at the end of 
December 1996 was r 16.09%. The Bank's 
capital management philosophy aims to 
maintain a strong capital base beyond any 
risk requirements. We believe that solid 
capital not only underlies financial strength 
but also endows the financial institution with 
the ability to benefit from superior 
investment opportunities. 

Investing in prime quality assets has been a 
major element in Arab Bank strategies. The 
Bank's adoption and implementation of a 
conservative credit policy since its 
establishment has been maintained ever 
since. Exposure and risk management 
systems are centralised. Limits and 
management exposures in different sectors 


and countries as well as limits on credit 
concentration are strict. Control of global 
exposure to single names is an important credit 
issue, which is closely managed. The Bank's 
monitoring and evaluation systems ensure the 
integrity of its accepted risk tolerance. 
Historical trends show that the Bank has more 
than sufficient provision to cover easily any 
problem risk. Earmarked and general 
provisions have always been set higher chan the 
generally accepted industry norms. The 
Jordanian loan portfolio represents a limited 
portion of total exposure. Practically all credits 
extended in Jordan are in Jordanian Dinars. The 
overwhelming percentage of the Group’s 
exposure is in Europe. United States, Far East 
and in other Arab countries. This meaningful 
geographical diversification of credit risks 
.. therefore gives, the 3ank Jjs added financial 
strength. 

Net income of the Group for .1996 was USD 
197.8 million, while in 1987 the Group's net 
income was USD 82.0 million. Average growth 
in net income during these ten years was 10% 
and during the past five years 13.4%. Average 
annual return on equity from 1987 to 1996 was 
11.7%. In the past five years it was 11.8%. 
Progressive improvement in income, which is 
parallel to the growth in the shareholder*' 
equity, underlines the unquestionable 
profitability of the Group. Income generating 
power is also geographically diversified. 
Diversification of income generation ensures 
maintenance of the targeted profitability in 
spite of any negative economic or political 
impact in a specific area. 

Proper management of liquidity within the 
unstable political and economic environment of 
the Middle East is a hallmark of Arab Bank 
policies. Different liquidity measures and ratios 
are utilised to ensure the continuous solvency 
of the Bank locally and internationally. At the 
end of 1996, the cash and quasi-cash to total 
external funds ratio was 52.2%. Liquidity 
measures are always maintained at a higher 
level than the accepted norms in the banking 
industry. Core deposits are approximately 80% 
of deposits. Core credits are less than 50% of 
core external funds. Sensitivity of interest rates 
on domestic and international currencies is well 
managed. The maturity of inrerest bearing 
assets is usually matched with the maturity of 
interest bearing funds. The extremely 
restrictive, liquidity policy of Arab Bank is 
strictly adhered to. thus ensuring its solvency 
and survival. 

Strategically, the Group centred its mission on 
servicing the economy of the Arab w orld via its 
widespread network of branches and 
subsidiaries. The Group's international 
presence complements its network and 
facilitates its role as a bridge between the .Arab 
countries and the rest of the world. The Group's 
local performance in the international markets 
is in line with its overall mission of 
concentrating on serving local economies and 
clients. 

Arab Bank Group prides itself on pioneering 
innovative types of banking products and 
services in the Middle East. Another element of 
Arab Bank's character is its intensive 
investment in modem banking technology, data 
processing and communication. 

All aspects of financial strength and inner 
power to achieve successfully pre-planned 
targets have been continuously demonstrated 
by Arab Bank Group. Superior asset quality, 
solid capita] base, continuous ability- to 
generate targeted profits and excellence in total 
risk management have all been achieved by 
Arab Bank year after year. The Bank's 
outstanding record of fulfilment of promises 
and honoured obligations coupled with a 
remarkable financial strength and a clear 
strategic vision should not be aruficiailv 
down-rated. 


] 


1 


Khylid Shoman 
Deputy Chairman. 
Board of Directors 
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Balance Sheet of Jordan Branches as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 


Assets 


Cash and due from Banks 


1 030 234 727 


1995 


JD 


850 378 270 


Cash at Central Bank of Jordan 

757 623 426 

782 628 177 

Government Securities 

29 511 698 

31 799 228 

Loans and Advances (Net) 

829 219 254 

811 757 853 

Marketable Securities (Net) 

31034 659 

24 681 759 

Fixed Assets (Net) 

19 376 449 

18 357 635 


Other Assets 


19 485 920 


Total 


14 364 751 


2 711364 964 2 539 088 842 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Liabilities & Shareholders’ Equity 


Customers' Deposits 
Banks’ Deposits 
Borrowed Funds 
Cash Margins 
Provisions 
Other Liabilities 
Total Liabilities' 

Paid-up Capital 
Statutory Reserve 
Voluntary Reserve 

General Reserve . 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 


1996 


JD 


2 134 612 967 
239 211 888 
89 720 
134 333 797 
27 046 857 
81 394 73S 
2 616 689 967 
44 000 000 
8 441 527 
34 179 265 
8 054 205 
94 674 997 


1995 


JD 


2 054 230 049 
196 877 008 
109 508 
125 279 998 

24 561 398 
51 861 722 

2 452 919 683 
44 000 000 
8 441 527 

25 673 427 
8 054 205 

86 169 159 




842 Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 2 711 364 1 

>64 2 539 



Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 



Revenue 


Interest income 

192 480 200 

169 973 601 

Commission income 

17 444 802 

15 427 600 

Less: 

Interest expense 

128 253 653 

112 073 030 

Commission expense 

327 346 

344 098 

Net interest & Commission 

81 344 003 

72 984 073 


Plus: 

Income from: 

Securities Portfolio 

Foreign Exchange Trading ' 

Other income 

Less: 

Provisions for Loans & Advances 
Provisions for Share Losses 


Loan losses 


General and Administrative Expenses 

Income Before Tax ' 

Income Tax 


Net income 

Appropriations 

Voluntary Reserve 

General Reserve 

LTni versities Fees 

Provision fo r Scientific Research 

Management Profit 

Total 



S78 089 

1 686 867 

2 076 945 

2 500 000 
4 000 000 


307 603 


36 649 112 
42 529 189 
(20 277 305) 


22 251 884 

8 505 838 

425 292 
425 292 
12 895 462 
22 251 884 


883 555 
2 259 836 
1 966 234 

9 906 976 


335 252 


33 166 591 

34 684 879 
(19 000 000) 


15 684 879 

6 936 976 
8 054 205 , 
346 849 
346 849 

15 684 879 


Cash flow from operations : 

Interest and commission received 

Interest and commission paid 


General and administrative expenses paid 

Cash flow from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 

(Increase) decrease in assets 

Loans and advances 

Other assets 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities 

Current and demand deposits 

Savings and time deposits 

Bank deposits 

Cash margin 

Other liabilities 

Other provisions 

Net cash flow from ( used in ) operations before tax 
Income taxes paid 


Net cash flow from (used in) operations 

Cash flow from investments: 

(Purchase) of premises and equipment 

(Purchase) of other investments and long- term securities 

Sale of government securities 

Dividends received 

Net cash flow from (used in ) investments 

Cash flow from financing activities: 

Borrowed funds from Central Bank of Jordan 

Management Profit 

Net cash flow from financing 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash 

Cash and due from banks at beginning of the year 

Cash and due from banks at end of the year 


212 974 275 186 908 925 

(125 633 611) (109 691 538) 


(35 004 873) (32 173 641) 

52 335 791 45 043 746 

(20 269 004) (139 889 619) 

6 056 793 (2 077 849 ) 


(49 751 840) 
130 134 758 
42 334 S80 
9 053 799 
13 684 382 
(S2S 570) 
130 415 198 
(17S13S60) 


164 937 129 

(2 835 904) 
(10 352 900) 
2 287 530 
835 639 
(10 065 635) 

(19 788) 

(19 788) 
154 851 706 


20 765 923 
123 803 039 
138 100 373 
10 206 169 
(519 677) 

150 388 359 
(10 953 431) 
184478 674 

(2469 256)' 
(3 039 479) 
66 928 685 
827 252 
62 247 202 

( 101 ) 
(3 833 431) 
(3 833 532) 
242 892 344 


1633 006447 1 390114 103 
1 787 858 153 1 633 006 447 


AUDITORS' REPORT 


To the Shareholders of Arab Bank Pic 
Amman - Jordan 

We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of Arab Bank Pic (a Jordanian Public Shareholding Limited Company) as of 3 1 December 1996, and 1995 and the related statements of income, and cash 
flows for the years then ended These financial statements are the responsibility of the Bank's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We 
have obtained the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing. Those Standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit prorides a reasonable basis for our 

opinion. . 

The Bank maintains proper accounting records which are in agreement with the accompanying financial statements and with the financial information included in the Board ot Directors' report. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Arab Bank Pic as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 and the results of its operations and 
its cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with International Accounting Standards, and we recommend that the General Assembly approve these financial statements. 

Amman - Jordan Saba & Co. 

30 January 1997 
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Balance Sheet as of 31 December 1996 and 1995 


Asse 


Total 


1996 
JD 0000) 

3 247 036 
1 205 416 

715 993 
23 989 

4 163 339 
727 654 

56 620 
198 088 
10 338 135 

3 143 859 
13 481 994 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Assets 

Cash and due from banks 
Funds with central banks 
Government securities 
Trading securities 
Loans and advances , net 
Long-term investments, net 
Fixed assets, net 
Other assets 
Total Assets 

Customers* libility on guarantees, letters 
of credit and other contingencies 


1995 

JD('OOO) 

2 922 816 
1 223 778 

667 865 
24 607 

3 711 108 
560 167 

52 156 
133 132 
9 295 629 

3 631 792 
12 927 421 



1996 

1995 


JD (*000) 

JD (*000) 

Interest income 

745 458 

698 000 

Commission income 

61711 

54 669 

Less: Interest expense 

525 462 

494 245 

Commission expense 

2 53S 

2 055 

Net interest and commission 

279 169 

256 369 

Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 



investments 

28 715 

34 214 

Net interest and Commission after 



provision 

250454 

222 155 

Plus rForeign exchange trading 

12 090 

16 328 

Other income 

27 303 

9 564 


289 847 

248 047 

Less: General and administrative 



expenses 

153 697 

136 943 

Net income before tax 

136 150 

111104 

Income tax 

40 495 

30 649 

Net income 

95 655 

80 455 

Appropriation: 

To voluntary reserve 

26 000 

22 000 

To general reserve 

' 52 000 

43 000 

Proposed cash dividend 

17 600 

15400 

Directors* remuneration 

55 

55 

Total Appropriation 

95 655 

80 455 


1996 

Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity JD (*000) 

Customer deposits 6 396 576 

Bank deposits 2 472 452 

Borrowed funds _ 17 064 

Cash margin 412 443 

Provisions 146 645 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 17 655 

Other liabilities 245 300 

Total Liabilities 9 708 135 

Capital 44 000 

Statutory reserve 44 000 

Voluntary reserve 142 000 

General reserve 400 000 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 630 000 

Total Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 10 338 135 
Guarantees, letters of credit and acceptances 3 143 859 

Total : 13 481 994 


Cash Flow Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Cash flow from operating activities: 

Interest and commission received 

Interest and commission paid 

General and administrative expenses paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

before changes in assets and liabilities 

(Increase) decrease in assets: 

Loans and advances 

Trading securities 

Other assets 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 

Customer deposits 

Bank deposits 

Cash margin 

Other liabilities 

Net cash provided from (used in ) operations before 
income tax 

Income tax paid 

Net cash provided from (used in) operations 

Cash flow from investing activities : 

(Purchase) sale of fixed assets 

( Purchase) sale of long- term investments 

(Purchase) sale of government securities 

Net cash provided from (used in ) investing activities^ 

Cash flow from financing activities : 

Borrowed funds from Central Banks ~~ 

Dividend paid to shareholders 

Net cash provided from (used in ) financing a ctivities 

Net increase (decrease ) in cash 

Cash and cash equivalent at beginning of the year 
Cash and cash equivalent at end of the year 


1996 
JD ('000) 

807 837 
(525 866) 
(143 776) 

138 195 

(476 372) 
618 
(64956) 

599 238 
286 4S4 
41640 
65 854 

590 701 
(30 649) 
560 052 

(14 385) 
(171 837) 
(48 128) 
(234350) 

(4 389) 
(15 455) 
(19 844) 
305 858 

4146594 
4 452 452 


1995 

JD('OOO) 

5 797 338 

2 185 968 

21 453 
370 803 
135 903 
15 455 
216 709 

8 743 629 

44 000 
44 000 
116 000 
348 000 
552 000 

9 295 629 

3 631 792 
12 927 421 


1995 
JD ( 000) 
784 003 
(487 928) 
(129 038) 

167 037 

(605 614) 
106 097 
(11677) 

455 992 
515 150 
35 331 

6 142 

668458 
(28 702) 
639 756 

1 (6 535) 
(173 143) 
(170465) 
(350 143) 

7 482 
(15 455) 

(7 973) 
_ 281 640 

3864 954 
4 146 594 
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Conversion rates of foreign currencies against the Jordanian Dinar for consolidation purposes 


Currency 

End 1996 

End 1995 

Bahraini Dinar 

0.532 

0332 

Cyprus Pound 

0.663 

0.643 

French Franc 

7388 

6.918 

Greek Drachma 

348.298 

334.226 

Italian Lire 

2156300 

2237.140 

Korean Won 

1 190.320 

1092330 

Lebanese Pound 

2 188320 

2250360 


Currency 
Pound Sterling 
Qatari Riyal 
Spanish Peseta 
UjLE. Dirham 
U-S.Dollar 
Yemeni Riyal 


End 1996 
0.834 
5.130 
185.098 
5.180 
1410 
178540 


End 1995 
0.909 
5.130 
171.187 
5.180 
1.410 
179.240 


i 
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ARAB BANK GROUP 



Lssets 




Cash and due from banks 

Funds with central banks 

Government securities 

\ 

Trading securities 


Loans and advances , net 


1996 1995 


usjrooo) us$ rooo) 

4 272 371 3 954 869 

1 750 741 1 753 422 

912 919 1 093 771 


Liabilities and Shareholders’ Equity 1996 


US$0000) 

Customer deposits 9 680 749 


1995 


US$ (’000) 

8 75 1 223 


165 970 


34 698 


6 829 633 6 074 384 


Long-term investments , net 1 534 317 1 162 730 


Fixed assets, net 
Other assets 


Total Assets 


98 699 
338 799 


93 637 
237 091 


15 903 449 14 404 602 


Bank deposits 

3 303 474 

2 954 149 

Borrowed funds 

24 060 

30 249 

Cash margin 

598 104 

543 640 

Provisions 

369 660 

302 782 

Proposed dividends and remunerations 

32 237 

26 363 

Other liabilities 

492 706 

528 302 

Total Liabilities 

14 500 990 

13 136 708 

Shareholders’ Equity 

Capital 

84 897 

84 897 

Statutory reserve 

78 766 

77 914 

Voluntary reserve 

218 836 

179 230 

General reserve 

738 626 

641 782 

Reserves with associated companies 

3 1 1 867 

278 308 

Retained earnings 

483 

5 763 

Translation adjustments 

(31 016) 

0 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

1 402 459 

1 267 894 


Customers’ liability on guarantees, let- 
ters of credit and other contingencies 4 883 187 5 580 698 


Maf ; 985 300 


Income Statement for the years ended 
31 December 1996 and 1995 


Total liabilities and Shareholders’Equity 15 903 449 


Guarantees, letters of credit and other 
contingencies 4 883 187 


14 404 602 


5 580 698 


Total 


20 786 636 19 985 300 


Interest income 


Commission income ' 


Less: Interest expense 


Commission expense 


Net interest and 


Less : Provision for doubtful debts and 
investments 

Net interest and commission after 
provision 


Plus : Foreign exchange tradin 


Other income 


Less : General and administrative 

expenses 

Net income before tax 


Net income 


Appropriation 

Net income 

Retained earnings brought forward 

To statutory reserve 

To voluntary reserve 

To general reserve 

To reserves with associated companies 

Proposed cash dividends 

Directors’ remunerations 

Retained Earnings Carried Forward 

Total appropriation 


US$ (’000) 


1 252 857 


111 807 


834 214 


4 483 


525 967 


51 580 

474 387 


25 518 


41 507 


541 412 


268 065 
273 347 


1995 


US$ (’000) 


1 180 128 


98 435 


792 250 


4 090 


482 223 


56 738 

425 485 


31 854 


16513 


473 852 


245 157 
228 695 


197 818 168 


197 818 
5 763 
852 
39 606 
96 844 
33 559 
32 159 

78 

483 
203 581 


168 040 
3 254 
433 
31 020 
70 587 
37 128 
26 285 

78 

5 763 
171 294 


Arab Bank Group 

Sister, Subsidiary & Associated Companies 

Arab Bank 

Percentage of 


Ownership 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd.-Zurich,Geneva 100% 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd.-Sydney 

100% 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG- Vienna 

100% 

Arab Bank AG - Frankfurt/Germanv 

100% 

Arab Tunisian Bank-Tunis 

64% 

Arab Bank Maroc-Morocco 

50% 

Oman Arab Bank-Oman 

49% 

Arab National Bank-Saudi Arabia 

40% 

Arabia Insurance co., Lebanon 

37% 

Commercial Building Co. 

30% 

ARAB BANK 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, 

AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5. TEL. : (962) (6) 607115, 607231 , 
TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793 [ 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 67th ANNUAL REPORT 


PERFORMANCE OF 
THE GROUP S ENTITIES 

Tile Group's consol idnied financial statements include the 
financial statements of Arab Bank Pic. Arab Bank (Switzerland) 
Lid., a sister company wholly owned by the shareholders of 
Arab Bank Pic. and the following wholly and majority owned 
»ubsi diaries: 

- Arab Bank AG. Frankfun. wholly owned subsidiary. 

- Arab Bank Australia Ltd., w holly owned subsidiary. 

- Arab Bank i Austria) AG. wholly owned subsidiary. 

- Arab Tunisian Bank. 64.24% owned. 

Arab Bank Pic 

Arab Bank Pic was established in 1930. It i$ registered in 
Jordan as a public shareholding company. Arab Bank Pic is one 
of ihe principal financial institutions in the Arab world and 
ranks among the leading international banks in terms of equity, 
earnings, and assets. It is engaged in providing a wide variety of 
financial services, which include retail banking, private 
banking, trade financing, merchant banking, commercial teal 
estate lending and international banking. 

Results of operations 

Net income after tax reached JOD 95.7 million, representing an 
increase of JOD 15.2 million or 18.9% over 1995. The 
following table contains the comparative figures of the revenue 
components: 

in JOD millions 


Revenue 

1996 

1995 

Variance 
JOD % 

Net interest 

220.0 

203.8 

16_2 

8.0 

Net commission 

59.2 

52.6 

6.6 

125 

Foreign exchange 

12.1 

16.3 

14-2) 

(25.8) 

Olher revenue 

27.3 

9.6 

17.7 

IS4.4 

Total 

31S.6 

282.3 

36.3 

12.9 


Operating expenses increased by JOD 16.7 million or 12.2% to 
reach JOD 153.7 million from JOD 137.0 million in 1995. 
Changes in the main components of operating expenses are 
presented in the following table: 

in JOD millions 
1996 1995 Variance 


Expenses 



JOD 

% 

Staff 

84.0 

73.6 

10.4 

14.1 

Information system 

I2.S 

11.3 

15 

13 J 

Depreciation 

9.9 

7.9 

2.0 

25.3 

Other operating 





expenses 

47.0 

442 

2.8 

63 

Total 

153.7 

137.0 

16.7 

12 2 


Financial position 

The shareholders' equity rose by JOD 78.0 million to reach 
JOD h3ll.fi million, a 14.1% increase over the figure of JOD 
552.0 million in 1995. The capital adequacy ratio for the Bank 
at the end of 19*K» was 14.24% compared to 13.76% at the end 
of 1 995. 

Customer deposits improved in 1996 to reach JOD 6_?96.6 
million from JOD 5.797.3 million in 1995 . Total external funds 
including deposits from banks rose to JOD 9.298 .5 million 
compared to JOD S.375.5 million in 1995. representing an 
improvement or JOD 923.0 million or 11.0%. Total assets 
increased by JOD 1.042.5 million or 11.2%. A comparative 
analysts of Arab Bank assets in Iu9t> and 1995 is presented 
below ■ 

in JOD millions 
1990 1995 Variance 

JOD % 

Gash anJ 
marketable 


-ccuniie-. 
Loans and 

5.192.4 

4.S39.I 

xs; x 

7J 

ad\ jnccx 

4.163.3 

3,711.1 

452.2 

122! 

AH other assets 

982.4 

745.4 

237.0 

3I.S 

Tola! 

10338.1 

9395.6 

1.042-5 

112 

The good growth wl 

net income 

affected 

positively 

the 


profitability of the Bank. Equity ratios were also enhanced as a 
result of retaining a significant part of net income Liquidity 
declined slightly after the increased investments in risk assets. 
A comparative analysis of Arab Bank's main financial ratio* is 
presented in the following table: 


Liquidity ratios: 

1996 

% 

1995 

% 

Cash and quasi-cash to total assets 
Cash and quasi -cash 

50.2 

52.1 

to total external fund) 
Equity ratios: 
Shareholders' equity 

55.S 

57.S 

to total assets 

6.1 

5.9 

Capital adequacy 
Performance ratios: 

14.2 

13.S 

Net income to total assets 
Net income to 

0.9 

0.9 

shareholders' equity 

15.2 

14.6 

Income per share 

JOD 21.7 

JOD 18J 


Dividends 

Starting I January 1996. the new Jordanian tax law became 
effective. An amount of 10% of dividends has to be withheld 
and paid directly by the Bank to the tax authorities. Arab Bank 
decided to increase the cash dividends from JOD 3.5 per share 
to JOD 4.0 per share in order to compensate the shareholders 
for the new withholding tax. Total cash dividends inclusive of 
die withholding tax reached JOD 17.6 million compared with 
JOD 15.4 million in 1995. 

Other achievements 

The management continued its hard work to improve customer 
services and to enhance the shareholders' net worth. 
Extraordinary efforts were concentrated on private banking, 
staff, the branch network and information technology. 

Private banking 

Market studies carried out by Arab Bank have revealed that the 
major Arab domestic markets are poised to experience further 
increased development in the growth-oriented trend during the 
next 5 to 10 years. Inter-Arab trade and investment 
opportunities are expected to grow through liberalisation and 
the gradual build-up of Arab Capital Markets. Arab and 
international private investors as well as entrepreneurs are 
anticipated to play a major role in the new global environment. 
Arab Bank's commitment to its traditional role of active 
financier and advisor to its Private Clients has been further 
strengthened and enhanced by the formation of a dedicated and 
experienced team to lead Arab Bank Private Banking activities. 
The mandate of this new team will entail satisfying clients' 
needs through working with Arab Bank's network entities, 
located in both domestic and international markets, to deliver 
quality private banking services and products. Accordingly, an 
Asset Management team will be established early in 1997, 
within the Arab Bank Private Banking Division. This new team 
will incorporate the in-depth knowledge of Arab markets and 
expertise of international markets accumulated through the 
Bank's international units. The team will offer suitable asset 
allocation proposals, investment opportunities in the form of 
common investments (Mutual Funds) or through direct 
investments, to its clients. Investment proposals will include 
both local and international currencies and products reflecting a 
truly global competitive offering. 


Improving the staff technical and professional ability continued 
to be a prime objective in the Bank. Total number of employees 
reached 5,139 in addition to the employees of the subsidiaries, 
sister institution and affiliates. In-house and external training 
programmes were developed and used by a significant number 
of employees. Total training cases reached 1.164 at the end of 
1996. 

Branch network 

Arab Bank continued to supplement its worldwide branch 
network. In Jordan, a new branch in Amman as well as five 
offices commenced operations. Two additional brandies were 
opened in Palestine, in Hebron and RamalJah. Outside the Arab 
world, a representative office in Santiago, Chile, and another in 
Shanghai, China, were established in 1996 and a new office 
created in Cypres. 

Information technology 

The Bank continued to employ the latest technology to improve 
its system and services. Internet users can now connect to Arab 
Bank web site ‘arabbank.com' and obtain various information 
about the Bank. They can also communicate with the Bank's 
main branches. Visa Electron cards are being issued by the 
Bank and all Visa / Plus cards will be accepted on its ATM 
network. Arab Bank branches began displaying a multimedia 
film to customer; in order to promote services. 

Arab Bank (Switzerland! Ltd. 

Arab Bonk (Switzerland) Ltd. was constituted as an 
independent Swiss company in 1962. Its bead office is located 
in Zurich with a branch in Geneva. The bank's shareholders are 
identical to those of Arab Bank Pic. The Bank offers 
comprehensive services in all major banking areas and 
combines the Swiss tradition in private banking with a global 
perspective. Switzerland's stability and confidentiality as well 
as the efficient and personal service provided by Arab Bank 
(Switzerland) Ltd. are the key factors in its continuous success. 

Performance in 1996 

The Swiss Franc depreciated against the USD during most of 
1996. It declined from 1.1550 at the beginning of the year to 
1.3490 at the end of the year. The impact of fluctuations in the 
exchange rate was reflected in the Bank's balance sheet as well 
as in the income statement. 

The balance sheet total of CHF 1,480.5 million increased by 
CHF 164.9 million or 12J% mainly as a result of a weaker 
Swiss Franc. Lendings to customers increased by CHF 51.1 
million to reach CHF 356.7 million. Inter-bank business and 
loan exposure do not contain risks that demand specific 
provisions. Net income for the year amounted to CHF 17.3 
million without any significant change from last year's figures. 
The decline in net interest income was compensated by a better 
income achieved in other activities. Operating expenses 
continued at the same level of the previous year recording CHF 
17.4 million. Tbe Board of Directors proposes to the General 
Meeting of Shareholders die distribution of CHF 5 3 million as 


cash dividends and the allocation of CHF 1 1.5 million to special 
reserve and CHF 0.5 million to legal reserve. 

Arab Bank Australia Limited 

Since obtaining an unrestricted banking authority from the 
Reserve Bank of Australia in September 1994. Arab Bank 
Australia Limited. now provides a wide range of banking services 
to die large Arabic community of Sydney. The Bank continued its 
expansion os a retail bank by opening a sixth branch in the 
Western Sydney suburb of Auburn in March 1996. 

The Bank is also actively involved in providing trade finance 
services and promoting trade between Australia and the Middle 
East. 

Profit before tax in 1996 was AUD 1 3 million compared to AUD 
1.9 million in 1995. The 1996 profit included a general provision 
for doubtful debts of AUD 0.5 million. Despite increased pressure 
on lending margins, income increased by 12% while operating 
expenses were held to only a 3% increase. 

Assets rose to AUD 208.2 million from AUD 170.0 milli on in 
1995. Deposits and other liabilities grew from AUD 1 17.0 million 
to AUD 153.2 million in 1996. an increase of AUD 36.2 million. 
After growing by 181% in 1995. customer deposits were 
increased in 1996 by a further 131%. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG was established in February I9S7 in 
Vienna and commenced its operations in May the same year. 
Arab Bank (Austria) AG is an independent Austrian bank with an 
unrestricted licence to perform all banking activities. It provides a 
wide range of services to individuals, corporate and institutional 
clients, government agencies and other international financial 
institutions. 

One of its key missions is to develop the Group's relationships 
with Eastern Europe and Russia. For several years now it has been 
offering services to our customers such as Che financing of trade, 
information on investment opportunities and the introduction of 
appropriate partners in dial area. 

Compared to the previous year the Bank's balance sheet reflected 
an overall growth of 7.5%. Deposits from customers and 
non-Group banks increased to ATS I.S billion from ATS 1.4 
billion and total loans increased by 60% to reach ATS 702 

milli on 

Arab Bank AG 

Arab Bank AG, a wholly owned subsidiary of Arab Bank Group, 
commenced operations in 1993 with a full commercial banking 
licence and the ability to provide branch banking within the 
European Union. Accordingly. Arab Bank AG plays a significant 
role in promoting Arab-European trade and economic 
cooperation. Tbe Bank provides its customers with a full range of 
banking services, including investments and treasury products. 

In 1996 the Bank made total profits of DEM 0.9 million. Total 
assets grew by DEM 70.0 million to DEM 542.0 million. Tbe 
total balance sheet including contra accounts rose to DEM 862.0 
million, which is an increase of DEM 176.0 million over 1995. 
Total capital funds of Arab Bank AG amount to DEM 98.0 
million. 

Tbe Bank primarily offers its services to German corporations 
dealing with the Arab world. It also tries to expand business 
relations to German corporations, interested in doing business in 
Eastern Europe and Turkey. The service capabilities include 
money markets and foreign exchange dealings. 


Arab Tunisian Bank 

The Arab Tunisian Bank's (ATB) traditional approach in 
combination with its progressive activities produced respectable 
gains for the year ended 31 December 1996. Net income after tax 
increased to TND 7.2 million from TND 6.4 million in 1993. Total 
revenue advanced to TND 58.3 million from TND 52.7 million or 
10.6% over 1995. Total assets were augmented by TND 126.0 
million or 19.6%, reaching TND 768.0 million compared to TND 
642.0 million over tbe previous year. 

The following table depicts tbe comparative net interest income 
for 1996 over 1995. 

As can be seen, in 1996, ATB posted an increase in net interest 

income of 29.9% or TND 4. 6 million. 

in TND millions 



1996 

1995 

Variance 




TND 

% 

Interest income 

412 

35.8 

5.4 

15.1 

Interest expense 

21.2 

20.4 

0.8 

3.9 

Net interest income 

20.0 

15.4 

4.6 

29.9 


The enhanced position of ATB was the result of growth in the loan 
portfolio and the decline in treasury expenses following the 
realisation of an increased capital. In 1996 the outstanding 75% of 
the 1995 share capital increase was paid-up. The loan and shares 
portfolio grew to TND 474.0 million compared to 
TND 430.0 million in 1995, a rise of 10.2%. This increase did not 
weaken tte strong liquidity position of ATB as there was also an 
improvement in exrental funds, particularly stable customer 
deposits. 

Tbe composition of external funds for 1996 and 1995 are 
compared in the following table: 

in TND millions 
1996 1995 Variance 

TND % 

Customer deposits 438.0 361.0 77.0 21.3 

Bank deposits 118.0 46.0 72.0 156-5 

Other resources ' 24.0 20.0 4.0 20.0 

Cash margin 10.0 15.0 (5.0) (335 J 

Total 


590.0 442.0 148.0 


To better serve its customers and increase profitability. ATB 
undertook a reorganisation in 1996. The Bank's automation was 
modernised and tbe process of ATB's integration into the 
environment was furthered. Tbe plans for opening a new Bardo 
branch are almost complete. It is scheduled to be operational 
shortly. 

Among tbe technological improvements implemented in 1996 was 
the installation of a new server designated to handle EFTPOS 
transactions. ATB is now die fust Tunisian bank to establish a 
EFTPOS/SERVER link. In addition, ATB's Information 
Technology department has completed the Head Office cabling 
and is in the process of developing several applications within the 
new computer environment, including the installation of a new' 
automated teller machine in the El Manzah branch. 

The Board of And) Bank Pic takes this opportunity to express its 
appreciation to the shareholders and customers of Arab Bank 
Group for their trust and confidence and to tbe staff for their 
loyalty and dedicated work. 


The Board of Directors 


ARAB BANK PLC GENERAL ASSEMBLY AGENDA 


Tbe following are the items on the agenda of the General Assembly to be 
held on 28 March 1997: 

1. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the previous 66th meeting of the 
General Assembly. 

2. Presentation of the report of the Board of Directors for the year 1996 and outlook 
for 1997. 

3. Presentation of the Auditors* Report on the financial statements of the Bank for 
the financial year 1996. 

4. Presentation and approval of the financial statements of the Bank for the year 1996 
and adoption of die recommendation of the Board of Directors to distribute a 
dividend for the year 1996 at the rate of JOD 4.0 per share, being 40% of the 
nominal value of JOD 10 per share. 

5. Approval of the Board of Directors* decision on 29 August 1996 to elect Mrs. 
Nazek Oudeh Al-Hariri as a member of the Board of Directors of Arab Bank Pic 
effective 29 August 1996 to fill the vacant position in conformity with Paragraph 
A of Article 178 of the Jordan Temporary Company Law (1), 1989 and Article 40 
of the Bank's Articles of Association. 

6. Release of the members of the Board of Directors from liability for the year 1 996 

7. Election of the Bank's Auditors for the year 1996 and determination of their 
remuneration. 

8. Approval of the appointment of Saba & Company as the Bank's external Auditors 
for Lebanon branches for a three-year period starting January 1st, 1996 in 
conformity with Articles (189) and (186) of the Lebanese Monetaiy and Credit 
Law. 

9. Other issues. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 67th ANNUAL REPORT 


For Lhe year ended 3! December 1996, submitted to the 
General Assembly of Shareholders at the Annual Meeting held 
at the Bank's Head Office Building. Shmeisani, Amman, at 10 
tun.. on Friday. 28 March 1997. 

To the Shareholders, 

The 1996 performance of Arab Bank Group reflects the 
extraordinary effort and dedication management directed 
inward die realisation of the three main objectives targeted by 
the Group. 

The first objective, the efficient and effective management of 
overall control of total risks, will ensure the sound continuiry 
of the Group. By minimising exposure to adverse 
circumstances, the Group will not be forced to divert 
significantly from its established policies. 

The second objective is the qualitative development of the 
Group's operations, enabling ii to function competently amidst 
the complex and challenging changes affecting the banking 
industry. 

The continuous enhancement oT the general framework of 
banking services offered by the Group constitutes the third 
objective. Presently, the Group's product line is being 
augmented to provide clients with a more complete service, 
guaranteeing a swift and appropriate response to their needs as 
well as a positive contribution to their success. 

Directed toward achieving Lhese three objectives. Arab Bank 
Group’s bard work and perseverance has resulted in a 
perceptible improvement in genuine growth and productivity. 
Tltis has also been accompanied by an increase in the Group's 
financial strength and the qualitative improvement of 
shareholders' rights. 

In the paragraphs which follow, we arc pleased to present to 
you a summary of the prevailing conditions affecting the 
business environment in 1996 as well as an analysis of the 
strong financial position and performance posted by the Group. 

Business environment 

General world economic and financial conditions were 
encouraging, with modest economic growth achieved during 
1996. World growth in real GDP rose by 3.0%. The major 
industrial countries' real' GDP growth rate increased by 23 %.' ' 
Short-term interest rates posted a significant decline for most 
of Europe and Canada, caused in pan by low inflation and 
weak growth. More modest declines occurred in the United 
Stales and Japan where growth was relatively stronger. North 
Amen can stock markets continued to achieve strong gains. 
The rise of the United States Dollar during 1996, especially 
againsL the Japanese Yen. German Mark and Swiss Franc, 
brought these currencies more in line. In the Middle East, 
foreign investments have eased and economic performance has 
stagnated. This will continue to remain so, for as long as the 
realisation of a Just and lasting peace remains elusive. 

In the United States real GDP rose by 2.3%. The recent 
recovery of consumer confidence has exceeded that of other 
industrial countries, and resulted in the United Stales becoming 
the only major industrial country to succeed in operating close 
to its estimated economic capacity. By achieving growth close 
to its full potential, during a period of low inflation, coupled 
with a relatively flexible and dynamic labour and product 
market, the country has been successful in achieving and 
maintaining a relatively low unemployment level of 5.4%. In 
conjunction with these improvements, the general government 
budget deficit has continued to decline. 

In Japan, a correction of the earlier overvaluation of the Yen, 
supportive fiscal policies and easier monetary policy, 
combined with the strengthening of business and consumer 
confidence, placed the economy on the path to recovery. Real 
GDP growth rate increased by 3.7%, while the unemployment 
rale decreased by a slight margin, remaining relatively stable at 
3J%. However, difficulties arising from the weakness of die 
banking sector continue to pose a risk for Japan's steady 
economic growth. 

The level of consumer confidence in most of the European 
Union tEU) countries, remained uninspired, resulting in 
disappointing levels of performance. Across much of Europe 
unemployment levels continued to remain high and in many 
cases increased. These high rates of unemployment, 
representing considerable under utilisation of labour resources, 
have reduced potential output significantly. Real GDP growth 
rates remained sluggish and unimpressive, due in large 
measure to the enactment of restrictive monetary policies and 
the necessary structural adjustments, which are required for 
countries to meet the convergence criteria for European 
Monetary Union as laid down in the Maastricht Treaty. 

Growth has remained fairly stable for the developing countries 
as a whole, showing approximately a 6J% real GDP increase. 
Acdvitv in emerging market countries was generally expected 
to remain buoyant on the basis of strong domestic demands 
and steady large capital inflows, especially of foreign direct 
investment. Production of crude oil remained stable and, due to 
favourable oil prices, petroleum producing countries were able 
not only to substantially reduce their fiscal/budget deficits, but 
also to implement future investment plans. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The analvsis of Arab Bank Groups financial statements and 
results of operations is presented in the following section. The 
financial statements, which are also included in this report, are 
presented in US Dollars after the translation of all die Group 
members' financial statements into US Dollars, which is the 
functional and reporting currency of the Group. Arab Bank Pic 
and .Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd- constitute around 90% of 
the total assets of the Group. The reporting currencies of the 
iotij entities arc the Jordanian Dinar and the Swiss Franc 
respectively. The average exchange rate of the Jordanian Dinar 
against the US Dollar was fixed ai 0.709 in 1995. The Swiss 


Franc exchange rare was 13490 at the end of 1996 and 1 .1550 
at the end of 1995. 

Results of operations 
Overview 

In 1996. Arab Bank Group achieved outstanding financial 
results. Net income after tax reached USD 197.S million. Total 
revenue was augmented to USD 541.4 million from USD 
473.9 million. Net income per share (on the basis of Arab 
Bank Pic common share of 4.400.000) was 17.7% better than 
in the prev ious year, recording USD 45.0 per share compared 1 
to USD 38.2 per share in 1995. The cash dividend was also 3 
increased from USD 263 million io USD 32.2 million. 

Interest and commission income 

The Group realised an increase of USD 43.7 million in net 
interest and commission income representing 9.1% over 1995. 
The following table contains comparative figures for the two 
years: 

In USD millions 

1996 1995 Variance 

USD % 


Interest and 
commission 
income 
Interest and 
commission 


1364.7 1378.6 86.1 


expense 838.7 

•let interest 

and commission 526.0 


7963 42.4 


4823 43.7 


The percentage of interest income to total assets was 7.9% in 
1996 compared to 8.2% in 1995. A lower interest rare on most 
currencies explains the decline in the gross return on assets. 
However, the net interest and commission income to total asset 
ratio was 33% almost without change from. the previous year. 
The pre-planned growth in loan portfolio and other risk assets 
compensated for the lost revenue on internal funds due to the 
decline in interest rates. 

Revenue from foreign exchange trading 
Only toward the end of 1996, did the US Dollar start to 
appreciate aggressively against other major currencies and, 
except for the gradual increase of the value of the Pound 
Sterling, the foreign exchange market during most of ihe year 
was relatively stable. On the other hand, the value of the 
Jordanian Dinar against the US Dollar was fixed by the Central 
Bank of Jordan in 1995 at an average rate of JOD 0.709 per 
one USD. The revenue from foreign exchange trading declined 
to USD 253 million from USD 31.9 in 1995. The foreign 
exchange trading positions opened as part of the Group's 
activities are liquidated on a daily basis. Exceptions in 
extraordinary circumstances are limited to small amounts and 
they are well-controlled by higher levels of management. 

Other revenues 

Other revenues improved significantly to USD 413 million 
from USD 163 million m 1995. The gain of USD 25.0 million 
or 151.4% over the previous year was the result of income 
derived from trading portfolio and recovered bad debts. Other 
revenues also included revenues from leased premises, 
services to clients and several other items of non-recurring 
nature. 

Revenue-related expenses 

Revenue-related expenses are composed mainly from specific 
and general provisions for doubtful debts and investments. The 
good asset quality of the Group as well as the rise in sovereign 
debL market prices lessened the need to increase substantially 
the earmarked provisions of risk assets. In 1996, total 
provisions debited to the profit and loss account were USD 
51.6 million compared to USD 56.7 million in the previous 
year, representing a decline of USD 5.1 ntiOion or 9.1%. 

Operating expenses 

Total operating expenses increased to USD 268.0 million from 
USD 2453 million. In spite of the increase of USD 22.8 
million or 93% increase in operating expenses, it only 
represented 493% of total revenue compared to 51.7% ihe 
previous year. The following table contains a detailed 
comparative analysis of operating expenses: 


in USD millions 


Variance 





USD 

% 

Staff 

145.1 

131.2 

13.9 

10.6 

Information system 

18.6 

17.6 

1.0 

5.7 

Depreciation 
Other operating 

17.8 

14.0 

3.8 

27.1 

expenses 

Total 

863 

268.0 

82.4 

2453 

4.1 

223 

5.0 

93 


Net income and income tax 

Income before tax and net income after tax are presented 
below: 

in USD millions 

1996 1995 Variance 

USD % . 


Net income 
before tax 
Income tax 
Net income after tax 


273.3 228.7 44.6 19.5 

753 60.7 14.8 24,4 

197.8 168.0 29.8 17.7 


Net income after lax in 1996 was slightly short of USD 200.0 
million, representing an improvement of 17.7% over the 
figures of 1995. Income tax does not include taxes paid in 
affiliated companies. It only represents income lax relating to 
Arab Bank Pic, its sister institution and subsidiaries. The main 
reasons for the increase of the Group's income tax was the 
impact of the new tax law in Jordan which was activated in 
1996. According to the new law, 20% of non-Jordanian 
income of Arab Bank Pic is to be subjected to Jordan income 
lax. In spite of the increase in taxes, profitability ratios were 


betrer in 1996. Net income represent'd 363% of loud revenue 
in comparison to 35.5% in 1995. Net income tu shareholders' 
equity was improved ip 14.1% from 13.3%. Nei income in 
loeal assets was 134%- in 1996 compared in 1.17% in 1995. 


Financial Position 
Credit management 

To manage balance sheet and off-balance -heel exposure, the 
Group risk control process is applied globally. Responsibilities 
for credit risks arc shared between line units ami Head Office. 
The branches and subsidiaries have a primary responsibility to 
evaluate credit risks and ensure dun each indisidual credit 
exposure is well-controlled and managed. The line manager 
has the authority io gram credit up to a certain prc-Jciermined 
amount. At Head Office, the decisions related to credit are 
handled by committees at three different levels: 

- Credit department committee 

- Credit management committee 

- Senior authority committee. 

Risk assets are divided into three different groups: Jordan. 
Arab countries and international. Each area is controlled by a 
specialised credit department. The Assistant General Manager 
for credit coordinates and supervises the three credit 
departments and heads the credit management committee. The 
senior authority committee is chaired by the General Manager 
and includes the Deputy General Manager, the Assistant 
General Manager and the three Senior Managers of the credit 
departments. 

Development of loan portfolio 

Loans and advances net of provisions grew by L’SD 755.2 
million, representing an increase of 12.4% to reach USD 
6.829.6 million at the end of 1996. The off-balance sheci 
exposure declined by USD 6973 million or 12.5%. thus 
leaving total credit risk of the Group at the same level as of 
1995. The following table contains the comparative data of the 
Group credit risk in 1996 and !9y5: 

In USD mDlions 


Loan portfolio, net 
Off-balance sheet 
Acceptances s. ■ 

• Letters of credit 

• Letters of 
guarantee 

• Undrawn loans 
Total 

off-balance sheet 
Total exposure 


Loans and advances composed 42.9% of tma] assets in 1996 
compared to 42.2% at the end of the previous year. They also 
represented 4.9 times the shareholders' equity compared to 4.K 
rimes at the end of 1 995. 


Provisions for doubtful debts 

The provisions for doubtful debts are determined by the 
evaluation of individual credits and changes in the quality of 
credit portfolio levels of non-accrual toons, economic 
conditions, changes in size and character of credit risks and 
other related factors. Risk assets are classified according tu 
their quality- into six groups: current, waichlist, special 
mention, substandard, doubtful and loss. Credits with serious 
degrees of ciassification are reviewed by Head Office nn a 
quarterly basis. The credit portfolio is reviewed semi-annually 
in order to assess sufficient provisions. Levels and amounts of 
provisions are also examined in the light of the monetary 
authorities' guidelines as well as studies performed by die 
exteiuaJ auditors. The Group ceases to accrue interest on 
doubtful debts os soon as ihey are classified as such. Arab 
Bank Group's provisioning policies far exceed the industry 
norms and monetary authorities' guidelines. Balances of credit 
risk provisions are presented in the following table: 

in USD millions 

1996 1995 Variance 

USD % 

Provisions 367.6 347.U 20.0 5.9 

Interest in suspense 713 503 21.0 41.7 


in USD millions 
1*195 Variance 
USD 


1996 

1995 

Variance 



USD 

% 

6.829.6 

6.074.4 

755.2 

12.4 

2*1-1 

202.8 

3 83 

18.9 

1.3083 

1327.S 

t219.3i 

(14.41 

2323.7 

2.308.5 

15.2 

0.7 

1,009.9 

1.541.6 

1531.71 

(34.51 

4.883.2 

5380.7 

(6973) 

(12.51 

11.7118 

11. 655. 1 

57.7 

03 


liquidity management 

Liquidity management policy of Arab Bank Group is an 
important element of its strategic orientation. Liquidity is 
defined as the ability to meet near-term and projected 
long-term funding commitments, while supporting future 
expansion in a manner consistent with the Bonk's strategic 
plans. Arab Bank Group maintains higher liquidity than the 
acceptable norm of the banking industry. The high liquidity 
enables the Group to survive in the extraordinary unstable 
political environment of the Middle East. For liquidity 
management purposes, the Group is divided into several 
regional centres. Each centre is responsible for the operating 
units in its area and has its own funding and liquidity plans in 
accordance with the policies of the Group management. 
Liquidity is managed and monitored on a daily basis by rhe 
Treasurer and the Manager. Asset/ Liability Management 
Committees in the centres coordinate liquidity position on a 
weekly basis. At Head Office, the High Asset/Liabilily 
Management Committee monitors and supervisee the liquidity- 
position of the Bank on a monthly basis. Strategics and 
adjustments of policies arc carried out quarterly. 

Prudent liquidity analysis at all levels includes dividing the 
assets and liabilities into different maturity bands. It also 
includes analysis of the sources of funds, their stability and 
cost. The following table gives a comparative analysis of the 
liquid assets of the Group: 


Cash and bank-* 

Government 

6.023. 1 

5“llH3 

31 J S 

5.3 

securities 

y|2.v 

1 JiW.'.S 

( 1X11.9 , 

t Jfi5l 

TraJinc securities 

166 0 

34 7 

131.3 

378.3 

T-'Ul 

7.1112 0 

6.8 36. S 

2ij5.2 

3.n 


1996 

1995 

Variance 




USD 


9 .6X0.7 

8.751.2 

929.5 

It 1.6 

3.327.5 

2.984.4 

343. 1 

113 

598.1 

13.606.3 

543.6 

12.279.2 

54.5 

1,327.1 

lli.il 
10 X 


It con be observed from Lhe prcuoUM.- table that the percentage 
of the liquid asset • increased by 5.9% It shuulJ tv noted ili.n 
liquidity assets on average mature within three months. 

The external Source* of tunds at the end of 1996 and l*i*>5 are 
presented below : 

in USD millions 


Customer deposits 
Bank deposits 
Cash margin 
Total 


Customer deposits arc composed ot stable funds dial have 
remained with the Bank for continuous and stable periods. 
Core deposits arc estimated at 80%. 

The following table gives snow liquidity ratio measures lor the 
Group at the end of 1 99ft and 1995: 

in USD millions 

199b [995 

Cash and quasi-cash to 

total external funds 52.2 55.7 

Cash and quasi-cash to total assets 44.7 473 

Customer deposits and 

cash margin to loan portfolio 150.5 153 0 

Customer deposits and 

cash margin to total assets 64.6 64.5 

Interest rate risk management 

The Group aims to minimise the negative impact on net 
income of the adverse movements on interest rates. Value at 
risk is monitored and controlled closely. The Group manages 
its interest rate risks in accordance with the policies and limits 
established by the Head Office of the Bank. Asset/Liability 
Management Committees in the centres as well as Treasurers 
handle the dav-io-dav management of interest rate risks. The 
Asset/Uahilny Management Committee at Head Office deals 
with strategic positions and policies. Arab Bank Group also 
takes a conservative approach in its interest rate risk 
management 

In general, the Bank matches the maturity of its assets and 
liabilities. The Group trading and dealing in interest rate 
derivatives is mostly limited to capping its mismatch position. 

The impact of interest rale risk management as well as other 
dimensions of risk superv ision are reflected in the net interest 
and commission in the Group's financial results. The return on 


average total assets 
presented below: 

of the Group for Iy96 

and 1995 is 


in USD millions 


1996 1995 

Yarianci- 


USD 

% 

Net interest and 



commission 

526.0 4X2.3 

43.7 9.1 

Average 
total asscLs 

15.154.0 14.364.7 

Tfiu 3 s.5 

Return on 
average assets 

3.5% 3.4% 

U.!% 2.9 


From the above, it can he observed that (he Group increased «s 
effect! v eness in tout,. The return on average assets was 
improved io 33% from 5.4-1 . 

Capital management 

The main objective of capital management is to provide the 
shareholders of the Group with sufficient return on equity 
without exposing the Bank to unwarranted risks. A solid 
capital base combined with above average liquidity underline 
the extraordinary financial strength of Arab Bank Group. 
Capital management is earned out by ihe General Manager and 
the High Assct/Lijbihl) Management Committee at Head 
Office. The Group concentrates on enhancing ns equity by- 
retaining income. The continuous development of equity amis 
to meet the growing needs of the branches and subsidiaries ai 
lhe enJ of 1906. total shareholders' equity reached USD 
1.402.5 million representing on improvement of 10.6% over 
lhe previous year's figures. It amounted tu 9.3% of average 
total users compared to S.3% in 1995- The following table 
represents the calculation of the capital adequacy ratio, 
according to the BIS rules, at the end or 19^6 and 1995- 

in USD millions 



1996 

1995 

Vu nance 
USD 

% 

Equity t ■ > 





Tier 1 

1. 1 12.3 

989.6 

pn 7 

12.4 

Tier 2 

358.2 

134.X 

223.4 

165 7 

Risk weighted 

assets 

9.138.0 

7.682.6 

1.455.4 

18.9 

Capital 

iideqiiacv ratio 

16.09% 

14.64% 

1.45% 

9.9 


i * i Group equity minus resen es with associated companies 
The improvement in the capital adequacy ratio is justified, in 
view of the continuous demand of the regulatory authorities fur 
capital funding of our operating units. At the end of 1997. all 
multinational bank;, will be obliged to provide additional 
capital to meet the Basle Committee requirements for market 
risks in addition to the 8% capital required for credit risk 
weighted assets. 
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ARAB BANK BRANCHES, SISTER, SUBSIDIARY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


ARAB BANK Pic- 


General Management# 

P.O. Box 950544 A >>50545 

Shiucisom 

Amman 1 1 1*15 

Tel. 607 2? 1. 6071 15. 701 ‘ISO 

Fax h0fi7»3. (iQogJU 

King Faisal SL. Amman 
P.O. Box S A 
Amnmn 11119 
Tcl.hJSlbl-9 * 

Fax. 637»W2 
Tlx 2I2JO. 21 &2U 

Qunnsh Street. Amman 
P O. Box 6760 
Amman 1 1 1 19 
Tel 651234 
Fax. 654141 
Tlx . 2I9IU 

Hushmi Sircei OITke 
P.O. Box 6760 
Amman 1 1 1 IK 
Tel. 054401/2 
Fax. 0547 7S.h549h3 

Muhajcrcen Office. Amman 
PO. Bn* n7Hi 
Ounvxh Si ceet 
Amman 11119 

Tel. 744971/: 

Fax. 749873 

Abdali. Amman 

PO. Box 926607 
Amman 1 1 1 10 
Tel. 627271-3, 6I45(U 

Fxx. 6J93U5 
Tlx. 23416 

Abu AUndu. Amman 
P.O. Box 35 1 
Amman 1 1592 
Tel. 73143 1/2. 73 1630 
Fax. 7321b! . 

Tlx. 23640 

Souk A1 Khodar Aljadeed Office 
i Sahub) 

P.O. Box 35 1 . Abu ALuida 
Amman 1 1592 
Tel. 737360. 737363 
Fax 737365 

Khrcibei El-Suq Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 35 1. Abu Alanda 
Khrcibei El-Suq. Madaha Si. 

Amman 1 1592 
Tel. & Fax 737650. 

Fifth CihcJe. .Amman 
P.O. Box 141 107 & 141 IDS 
Amman 1 IS 14 
Tel 696K7CV) 

Fax. 696874 
Tlx. ^3095 

Abdoun Office. Amman 
P.O. Box 141 107/8 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. 862030/1 
Fax S62032 

Mecca Street Office. Amman 
P.O. Box I4H0S 
Amman 11814 
Tel. 5525053 
Fax. 5525691 

SuwniUyyu Office. Amman 
P.O. B->v 141 108 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel. SIS667 
Fax. K 1 8273 

Gardens. Amman 
P.O. box 721) 

IV A1 All 
Amman 1 1953 
Wasfi Al-Tal Si. 

Tel fsS6922.6Sti5Sl 
Pax iiS6»i 23 
Tlx 2314X2 

Madinuh Street Office 
I'.t'i. U«x 27ll. Tla'Al All 
Amman .1 1 953 
Tel. W7hlS 
Fax S47 ( ,25 

Jabal Amman. Amman 
PO Box 2711 
Aium.in 1 1 182 
Abu N.x’nieh llmlilin^ 

Near /ahr.tn Police 
Tel n2947v. b2 l «35.629S21 
Fa« rxS4xi2 
Tlx 23 7>i 3 

Inlercuntinental Hnlel Office. 

Amman 

PO. Box 2711 

Amman I II 52 

Tel 6441.34 

F.IX rsPMOn 

Ruinhnu Street Office. Amman 
PO. Rot 27||. J.ibal Amman 
Aninun II 1 82 
lel 60715/6 
Fax 613717 

Uadi Saqru Sireri Office. Amman 
PO. Box 2711. Jjbal Amman 
Amman I II S2 
Tel M736I/2 | 

Fax 6l73h3 

I a lull Husixeln. Amman 
PO Box .8348 
.Amman II 121 
Khjled hen Alualijcd St. 

Tel 649237.614247 
Fax 649337 
Tlx. 21154 

Al Huxxrin Camp Office. Amman 
P.O Bux 8 348. Jabal Hussein 
Ala" Joh St 
Vminau 1 1 121 
Tel 6 1 4841. <2 
Fax 61489.3 

Al Nuzha Office. Amman 
P.O Box s .348. Jabal Hussein 
Amman 11121 

Nu/lu St 
Tel 687945/6 
Fax. 687947 

King Hussein's Sports City Office. 
Amman 

P.O Box 834.8. Jabal Hu win 
Amman 1 1 121 
Tel 687951/2 
Fax. 687953 

Tarcq Municipality Office. Amman 
P.O Box S34S. Jabal Hussein 
Tareq Si. 

Amman 1 1 121 
Tel. 6« 1 21/2 
Fax. 692143 


Jabal Luweibdeh. Amman 

P.O. Box 9105 
Amman II I<*1 
Tel . 638673.649295 
Fax. 649296 

Tlx. 21854 

Jubdha. A mman 

P.O. Box 15. Jubdha 

Amman 1 1941 

The Univerxitx of Jordan Sl 

Tel. 832 1 80. 84«f4 1. 847047 

Fax. S32ISI 

Tlx. 21639 

Mahutta Street, Amman 
P.O. Box 6904 
Amman 1 1 1 18 
Tel. 651375-7 
Fax. 651773 
Tin. 21463 

Jabal Al Nnsr Office 

P.O. Box 6904 

Mohatu 1 1 118 . 

Tel. 888272/3 
Fax 888274 

Jabal AI-Taj Office. Amman 
P.O Box 6904 
Amman II 1 18 
Jabal AI-Tjj. Taj Main St. 

Td 750806/7 
Fax 75080S 

North Haahimi Office. Amman 

P.O. Box 6904 

Amman 1 1 1 18 

Tel. 8SS 161/2 

Fax. 888165 

Wadi Al iNasr Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 6904 

Amman II 118 

Tel. 757101 

Fax. 65 1773 

Marba, Amman 

P.O.Box 15450 
Amman 1 1134 
Tel. .891008/9. 889283 
Fax. 886570 
Tlx. 21080 

Marks Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 15450 
King Abdallah Screet 
Marta 11134 
Td. 874491-2 
Rix 874493 

HI Keen Camp Office (SchniUerl 

P.O. Box 15450 

King Hussein Street 

Amman 1 1 134 

Tel. 885533. 896280 

Fax. 896280 

Shi mkani, Amman 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman II 195 
Tel. 607231. 6071 15 
Fax. 670564 
Tlx. 23093/4 

Queen Alia Airport Office 
P.O. Box 950546 
Amman 11195 ' 

Tel. 3121)4,51707 
Fax. 51204 

SnueOeh, Amman 
P.O. Box 175 
Amman 11910 
Tel. 841626.831767 
Fax. 831105 
T1.X. 23987 

Al-Baq'a Office 
PO. Box Mb 
Al-Baq'a Camp 
Al-Baq'a 19381 
AI-Quds Soaetv Bide. 

Tel. & Fxx 725742 
Tlx. 23987 

Applied Sciences University Office 

P.O. Box. 1 75. Suweileh 

Shall Badran 

Amman 1 1910 

Tel. 842213 

Fax. S4150I 

Fubeb Office, Fuhcis 
Fuhcis. - Mahes Circle 
P.O. Bv'x 55 Shubak Al-Alali 
Fuhcis I9J53 
Td. 72065 S/9 
Fax. 720741 

Khalda Office. .Amman 
WaxOTal Si ■ Khalda < 

P.O. Box 175. Suweileh 
Amman I |9||i 
Td. 330651/2 
Fax. 8?i>i53 

Wadi Seer. Amman 

P.O. Box 140025 
Amman 1 1814 
Tel 859323 
Fjx. S2?n71 
Tlx. 2*968 

L'itx Terminal Office. Amman 

7th Circle - Jabal Amman 

P.O Box 140025 

Bayader w aji Seer 

.Amman I is 14 

Td. S576SI 

Fax 8596 IK 

Al Isra' I'nivenln Office 
P.O. Box 140025. ' 

Bay ader Wadi Seer 
Queen Alia Im'l Airport Rd. 

Amman 1 IS 14 
Tel. 591556 
Fax. 591557 

Wadi Seer Industrial Area Office. 
Amman 

P.O Box 140015 
Bay oder Wadi Seer 
Amman 1 1 S 14 
Td. 862693/4 
Fax 827428 

Jordan 1'nlvereiix for Women 
Office. 

Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. Bayadcr Wadi Seer 
Amnun 1 1814 
Td. > 12331/2 
Fax. 712883 

Maij Al-Hamam Office. .Amman 

P.O. Box 140025. Bayadcr Wadt Sea 

.Amman 1 1814 

Mai] Al-Homom Square 

Tel. 7I4S6I 

Fax. 712751 

W uhiLit. Amman 

P.O Box 16067 & 620915 

.Amman 1 1 152 

Souk A [khodar Almarkozi Sl 

Td. 771 122/3.782123 

Fax. 744572 

Tlx. 21824 


Mnqableln Office. Amman 

P.O. 16067 
Amman I [ 152 
TeJ. 795801 
Fax 744572 

Al AsbraGch Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 
.Amman 1 1 152 
Tet. 746891/2 
Fax. 746893 

Madaha Street Office. Amm an 
P.O. Box 16067 

Amman 1 1 152 
Td. 746801/5 
Fax. 746817 

Ras Al Ain Office, Amman 
P.O. Box 161.167 
Amman 11152 
Td. 746791/2 
Fax. 746793 

Varmook Street Office, Amman 

P.O. Box 16067 
.Amman 11152 
! Td. 748771/2 
, Fax. 74S773 

Aqaba 

P.O. Box 37 

Aqaba 77||0 , 

As souk Anijari Sl 
Td. 313545-7 
Fax. 313447 
Tlx. 62329 

Irbtd 

P.O. Box 16 
trbid 21 1 1 t) 

King Abdulla Square 
Tel. 242251/2.244513 
Fax. 277596 
Tlx. 5 1539 

Al Husn Office. Al Hosn 
P.O.Box 16 
Wasfi AI-TaJ Sl 
trbid 21 1 111 
Tel. 210701 
Fax 210702 

Eidoun Office. Irbid 
P.O. Box 16 
l/hid 21 110 
Shafiq Ir&heidaiSl. 

Tel. 278145/6 
Fax. 278147 

Falastin Sl Office, Irbid 
P.0. Box 16 
Irbid 21 1 10 
Td. 279496 H 
Fax. 279498 

Hakoraa Office, trbid 

P.O. Box 16 
trbid 21 1 10 
Td. 278140/1 
Fax. 278142 

Rnmlha Office, Ramtha 

P.O. Box 16 
Irbid 21)10 
Nasser AJ-Tallaq Sl 
T d 282761-2 
Fax. 282763 

Jerash 

P.O. Box 109 
Jerash 261 10 
Td. 45 1 583-5 
Fax. 452685 
Tlx. 54502 

Ajlonn Office. AJloun 
P.O Box 168 
Ajloun 26SI0 
Td. 462750 

Karak 
PO. Box 94 
Korak 61 1 10 
Tel. 351255/4.353461 
Fax. 353462 
Tlx. 63001 

Ma'an 
P.O.Box 135 
Ma'an 711 1 1 
Tel. 2131740/3 
Fax. 2132569 

Madabn 
P O Box 586 
Palestine Sir eel 
Madaha 17110 
Tel. 545536-7. 543921 
Fa.x.541783 

Madabn Office 
P.O. Box 5S6 
Hashimi Street 
Madaha 17110 
Td. 543917 
Fax 541783 

Mafraq 
PO. Box 2% 

Mafraq 251 10 
Td. 431697, 43 1817 
Fox. 432895 
Tlx 53503 

RusscIEa 
P.O. Box 351 
Russet fa 13710 
Td. 951168. 951661 
Fax. 951662 
Tlx. 41501 

Arajm Office. Russeifa 
P.O. Box 351 
Russeifa 13710 
Main SL Awajan Junction 
Td. 902474 
Fax. 9t 12475 

Yajouz Office. Russeifa 
P.O.Box 351 

Jabal Shamali 
Yajouz Street 
Russeifa 13710 
Td. 952814/5 
Fix. 9528 19 

Sahub i Industrial Glfl 

PO Box 4 

Sahah 1 1512 

Td. 722107.722763 

Fax. 722762 

Tlx. 23726 

Salt 

P.O Box 658 
Sail 191 10 
Tel. 554935-7 
Fax. 555247 

Deir Alla 
P.O. Box 138 
Deir .Alla 18210 
Td. 573I3S 
Fax. 573137 

South Shun eh Office 
P.0. Box 138 
Ammon Street 
Deir Alla 1 82 10 
Tel. 57171 1/2 
Fax 57[7|3 


Taffleh 
P.O. Box 147 
King Hussein Street 
Tafileh 66110 
Td. 343534/5 
Fax. 343536 

Wadi Musa 
P.O. Box 50 
Wadi Musa 71810 
Tel. 2)56802-3 

Fax. 2 1 56S04 

Petra Office. Petra 
P.O. Box 50 

Petra City Visitors' Centre 
Wadi Musa 71810 
Td. 2156435/6 
Fox. 2156438 

Taybti Zaman Office, Wadi Musa 

P.O. Box 50 

Wadi Musa 71810 

Tel. 2 1 50 1 23/4 

Fax. 2150125 

Zerfca 

P.O. Box 145 
King Hussein Si. 

Zerita 13110 
TeL 983381/2 
Fax. 994522 
Tlx. 41421 

Al Hussein District Office, Zcrita 

P.O. Box 145 

Zerki 13110 

Bab Aiwaad Sl 

Sukhudi Junction 

Tel. 996191/2 

Fax. 996193 

Gbuweirieh Office, Zerka 

P.O. Box 145 

Zerka 13110 

King Ghazi Sl 

Td. 997481/2 

Fax. 997483 

King Talal St Office, Zerka 
P.O. Box 145 
Zerka 13110 
Td. 900940/1 
Fax. 900942 


Offshore Banking Unit. Manama 
P.O. Box 813 

Government Ave. Manama Centre 
Td. 212255. 226303 
Fax. 224475 
Tlx. 9559. 8658 

Manama 

P.O. Box 395 
Government Ave. 

Td. 229988 
Fax. 210443 
Tlx. 8232, 8264 
3Jndalbiya 
“P.O. Box 2425 
Shaikh tssa Al-Khabrr Sl 
Al-Moa&a Building. Manama 
Tel. 258438 
Fax. 27 1266 
Tlx. 7173 

Mnharraq 

P.O. Box 22295 

Shaikh Hamad SL 

Issa Al-Hadi Building No. 255 

Td. 343655 

Fax. 3435S4 

Cyprus 
Area Office 

P.O. Box 5700 
Td. 4571 11 
Fax. 457880 
Tlx. 5717 

Nicosia 
P-O. Box 5650 
28 Sanuroza Avenue 
131 1 Nicosia 
Td. 457111 
Fax. 367741 
Tlx. 5066 

Lamaca 

P.O. Box 855 

18 Gregoris Afxerukxi Avenue 

6307 Lamaca 

TeL 625200 

Fax. 625087 

Tlx. 5470 

Limassol 

P.O. Box 3433 
160 A. Archbishop 
Makark»ffl Avenue 
3303 Limassol 
Td. 381678 
Fax. 381682 
Tlx. 5032 

Paphos 

P.O. Box 540 
23. Sl Paul's Avenue 
8104 Paphos 
TeL 243363 
Fax. 244018 
Tlx. 4387 

Egypt 

Cairo 

P.O. Box 2006 
28 Tala'i Harb Sl 
T el. 5746399. 5746218, 767296 
Fax. 5746165 

Tlx. 21401. 20952. 20251 (Dealing 
Room) 

Et-Mobnndcssrcn. Cairo 
P.O. Box 68. El-Mohandesseen 
50 Jazirat El Arab Sl 
T el. 3024439. 3029405 
Fax. 3029065 
Tlx. 21433. 20433 

Heliopolis, Cairo 

P.O. Box 2352 Horeya Post 

49 Beirut Street 

Td. 417361 1-3. 2909578-9 

Fax. 2906064 

Tlx. 93453. 93456 

1 Dili of Ramadan 

P.O. Box 1057 
44635 10th of Ramadan City 
Td. 36701 4/5 363013 
Fax. 367016 
Tlx 23712 

Alexandria 
P.O. Box 2435 
21 Tala'i HarhSL 
Tel. 4826S57. 4826850 
Fax. 4S205SS 
Tlx. 55232. 551 1 1 

France 

Paris 

P.O. Box 319 

75365 Paris Ccdex 08 

26 Ave. des Champs Elys6es 

75008 Paris 

Td. 0145616000 

Fax. 0K2S90978 

Tlx. 642443 


Cannes 

45/47 La Croise tie 
06400 Cannes 
Td. 0493380101 
Fax. 0493995939 
Tlx. 642443 


Athens 

P.O. Box 30357 

10 Stall oo Sl 

GR 10033 Athens 

Td. 3255401-10. 3255515 1 Dealing 

Room) 

Fax. 32555 19 

Tlx. 219922,219538.221584 
1 Dealing Room) 


Rome 

P.O. Box 745 
Piazza Venezia N. 14 
00187 Rome 
Tel. 69940479. 80. 81 
Fax. 6795601 

Tlx.624 1 6 1 . 624 1 60 (Dealing Room) 

Korea 

Seoul 

CP.O. Box 1331 

Daewoo Centre Bldg. 22ud Floor 

541 Namdaetnoon-ro 5-fca 

Chtmg-Ku. Seoul 

Td. 3179000 

Fax. 7570124 

Tlx. 34180. 29848 (Dealing Room) 

Lebanon 

Beirut 

P.O. Box 1 1-1015 
RiadSohlSL 

TeL 680 1 53-4.680246,680249 

Fax. 680803 680299 

Tlx. 20789. 20644. 20704.21 172 

Dora, Beirut 
P.O. Box 80640 
Bcnnj Hammoud 
Td. 5822 14. 582408/9 
Fax. 5S240S/9 Ex 220 
Tlx. 43601/2 

Mnzra'a. Beirut 

P.O.Box 11-1525 
Comic be Al Mazra'a 
Td. 654964,654957 
Fax 654960 ‘ 

Tlx. 22949. 40473 ^ 

Ras Beirut, Beirut 

P.O. Box 11-5187. 

Makdissi Sl Hamra - Ras Beirut 
TeL 863569. 348484 - 6 
Fax. 341685 
Tlx. 44508. 22807 

Verdun, Beirut 

P.O. Box 14-5285 

Rashid Karami Sl - Verdun 

Tel. 8 10005, 802653. 807885. 

860474/5. 868738/9 

Fax. 860651 

Tlx. 22893. 43656/7 

Ch tours 

P.O.Box 199. Zahlch 
Daher Centre. Main Rood 
Td. 842402. 842415 
Fax. 84241 5 
Tlx. 20789, 20704 

Saida 

P.O.Box 199 

Riad Solh Street, Saida Centre 
Td. 725923. 721482, 722072 
Fax. 721482 
Tlx. 47 161 

Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Toll Sl - Tall 

TeL 4301 1 1-3. 430120-4. 624122 
Fax. 433033. 604149 
Tlx. 4 1920. 463 1 5 

Zahmh. Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Al IsriklaJ Sl 
T eL 434720-2 
Fax. 434723 

Mina. Tripoli 
P.O. Box 379 
Mina SL 

TeL 600982.602364602383 
Fax. 600982 


Rnmallaii 
P.O. Box 1476 
Ramallah 
Tel. 9982400 
Fax. 9982444 

Ramallah - Al- Madoxs 

P.O. Box 1487 
Manora Square 
Ramallah - West Bonk 
Td. 9954822-3 
Fax. 9954824 

Ramallah - Al-Balad 
P.O. Box 1481 
Ramallah - Al-Balad 
Td. 998 6480 
Fax. 998 6488 

Bethlehem 
P.O. Box 537 
Manger Sl 
B ethlehem 
Td. 6470080-5 
Fax. 64701)88 

Hebron 

P.O. Box 601 
Alsalam Street 
Tel. 992 6410-4 
Fax 9926418 

Nablus 
P.O. Box 38 
Al-Hu&em Curie 
Nablus 

Tel. 382340-45 
Fax. 38235 1 

Jenin 

P.O. Box 204 
•Abu Bakr Street 
Jenin 

Td 436280-6 
Fax 436288 

Tulkarm 

P.O. Box 270 
King Hussein Street 
Tulkarm 
Td. 676630-7 
Fax 676638 

Qalqiliafa 

P.O. Bens ! M 

Abdul Raheem Alsabea' Street 

Qalqiliah 
Td. 942710 
Fax 942718 


Jericho 

Qasr H (shorn Sl 
P.O. Box 152 
Jericho 

Tel. 9921310-15 
Fax. 9921319 

Gaza 

P.O. Box 91 

Omar AJ-Mukhlar Sl 

Gaza 

Tel. 866288 

Fax. 820704 

RimaJ Gaza 
P.O. Box 1 158 

RimaJ -Gaza 
Td. 824729 
Fax 824719 


Doha 

P.O. Box 172 
01 All Bin .Abdulla SL 
Tet. 437979 
Fax. 410774 
Tlx. 4201 4752 

A Isa rid Sl. Doha 
P.O. Box 3058 
Tel. 426555-9. 426560 
Fax. 4472 IS 
Tlx. 4480 

Singapore 

Singapore 
80 Raffles Place 
UOB Plaza 2 
Singapore 0104 
TeL 5330055 
Fax. 5322150 
Tlx. 22955/6 


Madrid 

Paseode la Castellano. 3 1 -5 
28046 Madrid 
Td. 3084290 
Fax. 3086484. 3086482 
Tlx. 44004 

Marbetln Office 

Avda. Ramon Y. Cajal. No. 1 7. L.8 

EdificicZEA 

29600 Marbella - Malaga 

TeL 2826688 

Fax. 2824605 

Tlx. 79273 

Valencia 
C/Colon No. 13 
46004 Valencia 
Td 3513777 
Fax 3512980 
Tlx 63006 

United Arab Emirates 
Abu Dhabi 

P.O. Box 875 . . . 

Hamoudah Building. Khalifa Sl 
T eL 334111 
Fax. 336433. 21 7684 
Tlx. 22257. 24195 

Alain 

P.O. Box 1212 
Hanning Sl Clock Tower 
Saeed Sultan Al Darmaki Bldg. 
Tcl.641328. 641368 
Rwi. 664913 
Tlx. 33522 

AJnxan 
P.O. Box 17 

Shaikh Rashid Altuimi Sl 
T el. 422431 
Fax. 426871 
Tlx. 69647 

Dubai 

P.O. Box 11364 
Inihad St. Flame R/A 
TeL 228845 
Fax. 285974 
Tlx. 46126. 47402 

Deira 

P.O. Box 1650 

Salah Eddine AJayynbi Sl 

Tel. 22123! 

Fax. 233749 
Tlx. 45442 

Fujairah 
P.O. Box 300 
Shaikh Zaycd SL 
Tel. 222050 
Fax. 224024 
Tlx. 89051 

Ras Alkhaimah 
P O. Box 4972 
Oman Sl Kakheil 
Td. 22S437/8 
Fax. 222337 
TU. 99152 

Sharjah 
P.O. Box 130 
Alauiooba Sl 
T el. 353994/5 
Fax. 357182 
Tlx. 6X223 

United Kingdom 

City Branch. London 

P.O. Box 138 

15 Mooigaie 

London EC2R 6LP 

Tel. 3158500. 3 158700 (Dealing 

Room), 3 1 58600 1 Visa Centre) 

5 1 58553 1 Private Banking) 

Fax. 6007620, 3158620 tVi*a Centre.. 
6002617 iPrivaic Bonkinc) 

Tlx. 8871 IM. 887119. 8JU429 (Dealing 
Room). 884359 (Dealing Room. 

Kensington High Street. London 
P.O.Box 153 

1 18 Kensington High Street 
London W8 7SD 
Td. 9373547-9 
Fax. 9375096 
Tlx. 893889 


Park Lane. London 
P.O. Box 4NE 
131 Pork Lane 
London WIY3AD 
TeL 4081505 
Fax. 3554350 
Tlx. 24818 

United Slates of America 
New York 
P.O. Box 5377 
Zip Cod: 10150 
520 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022-4237 
Td. 7159700 

Fax. 5934632 /Credit DepL i. 2233 1 75 
(Operations) 

Tlx. I77J65. 177371 (Dealing Room) 


Yemen Republic 
Sana'a 

P.O. Box 475 4 1301 
Zubairi Road 
Td. 276585-93 
Fax. 276583 
Tlx. 2641. 2239 

Aden 

P.O. Box 5130 Mails 
Madram Street 
Td. 242099. 240043 
Fax. 242098 
Tlx. 6399 

Hodrfdn 
P.O. Box 3812 
Sana'a Sl 

Td. 239166/7. 239968 (Credit 
Facilities DepL) 

Fax. 211557 
Tlx. 5523. 5690 

Taiz 

P.O. Box 5234 
Jamal Abdul Nasser SL 
Tel. 231523/5 
Fax. 212347 
Tlx. 891 1.8977 

REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES 
Chile 

Santiago de Chile 
Apoquindo 3000. Oficina 1601 
Las Guides 

Td. 2342608.234 2609 
Fax. 2344745 


Beijing 

5-01 A- Cirk Building 
19-Jiangue Menwai Daiie 
Td. 65002255 Exl 3510. 65931871 
Fax. 65003273 
Tlx. 22739 

Onnyhal 

RM 705. Block 2 
88 Siping Road 
Shanghai 200080 
Td. 65072775 
Fax. 65072776 

SISTER INSTITUTIONS, 
SUBSIDIARIES & AFFILIATES 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Zurich 
P.O. Box 5281 

I ifnmrttqnni 92 

CH- 8022 Zurich 
TeL 26571 II 
Fax. 2657330 
Tlx. 812279. 813164 

Geneva 

P.O. Box 1096 

I. quai du Mont-Blanc 

CH- 1211 Geneva 1 

TeL 7151211 

Fax. 7322460 

Tlx . 412370 . - 

Arab Bank Australia Ltd. 

Sydney Main Office 
P.O. Box N645 
Grosvcnor Place NSW 2000 
200 Geoige Street 
Level 9 

Sydney NSW 2000 
TeL 93778900 
Fax. 92215428 

TLx. 120520. 27347 (Dealing Roomi 

Auburn Brandi, Sydney 
19 Auburn Road 
Auburn NSW 2144 
Tel. 97499400 
Fax. 97499300 
TLx. 120520 

Bankstown Branch, Sydney 
Restwdi Plaza 

Corner of Resiwell Street & South 
Terrace 

Bankstowc NSW 2000 
Tel. 97073755 
Fax. 97906943 
Tlx. 120520 

Campsie Branch. Sydney 
206 Beamish Sl 
C ampsie NSW 2194 
Td. 97872133 
Fax. 97180594 
Tlx. 120520 

Rockdale Branch. Sydney 
506 Princes Highwav 
Rockdale NSW 2216 
Td. 95971 122 
Fax. 95977799 

Parramatta Brandi. Sydney 
42 Macquarie Sl 
P arramatta NSW 2000 
Tel. 98937633 
Fax. 98937830 
Tlx. 120520 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Vienna 

P.O. Box 100 

Scile matte 1 1 

A - 1015 Vienna 

Tel 5 1 34240. 5 1 34900 ( Dealing 

Room) 

Fax. 51342409 

Tlx, 135313. 133762 (Dealing Room) 

Arab Bank AG 

Frankfurt 

P.O. Box 100127 

Ncuc Moinzer Strassc 57 

D - 60001 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel. 242590. 24259444 (Dealing 

Roomi 

Fax. 235471 

TLx.4 i 4249. 41 0 1 04 < Dealing Room i 

Finance Accountancy 

Mohasssba S-A. 

Geneva 
P.O. Box 1506 
2. me Thalber? 

CH - 121 1 Geneva I 
Td. 9083000 
Fax. 75X7229 
Tlx. 412489 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

General Management, Tunis 
PO. Box 520 
9. rue Hadi Nouira 
Tunis 1001 
Td. 351155. 

Fax. 349278. 353140 
Tlx. 15293. 13065, 14205 

Major branches; 

Tunis, Main Brandi 
P O. Box 520 
9 Rue Hadi Nouira 
Tunis 1001 
Td. 351155 
Fox. 347270 
Tlx. 13065 


Q.Jazira 

P.O. Box 520 
2J Rue B-Jazira 

1000 Toms RP 

Td. 349820. 348990. 258S41 
Fax. 351057 ' 

Tlx. 15293 

Mohammed V 

10. Avenue Mohammed V 

1001 Tunis 

Td. 348501. 348005. 349602 
Fax. 347308 
Tlx. 15065 

Sfiu 

49. avenue Habib Bourguiba 

3000 Sfax 

TeL 251 1 1.25142 

Fax. 229211 

Tlx. 40737 

Oman Arab Bank SA.O. 

Head Office and Rnwi 
Main Branch 

P.O. Box 2010. Ruwi ' 

] 12 Ruwi 

TeL 706265/6. 706277.700161-3 
Bux. 797736. 702792 (Dealing 
Room) 

Tlx. 3691. 3285. 3623 I Deabng 
Room) 

Albnstan Palace HoU-l Office. 
Rniri 

P.O. Box 2010 
] 12 Ruwi 
Td 736314 
Fax. 799601) 

Khvrwnir 
P.O. Box 2010 

1 12 Rnwi 

TeL 603455, 603520 
Fax. 602948 
TU. 5076 

Muttrab 
P.O. Box 169 
M2 Ruwi 
Td. 714379 
Fax. 714378 
Tlx. 3623 

Muscat 
P.O. Box 991 

1 13 Muscat 

TeL 736834. 736246 
Fax. 736803 
Tlx. 3285 

Cnlotah 

P.O. Box 891 
211 Salalah 
TeL 292005 
Fax. 295005 
Tlx. 7661 

Sobur 

P.O. Box 629 
311 Sohor 

TeL 842376, 842378 
Fax. 842377 

Arab Bunk Maroc 

General Ma na gement. 

Casablanca 

P.O. Box 13810 

174. Boulevard Mohamed V 

TeL 223152. 275912 

Fax. 200233. 275823. 

TU. 22942. 23696 

AJ Fida Avenue. Casablanca 
P.O. Box 4548 
466. Boulevard El-Fida 
Td. 288457 
fax. 288501 

Fes 

P.O. Box 2255 

57, Boulevard Mohamed Slaoui 
TeL 621803, 621808 
Fax. 621836 
Tlx. 51784 

Marrakech 
P.O. Box 693. Gueliz 
Place de la Liberty - 
Boulevard Moulay 
Al-Hassan-Gucliz 
Td. 434400,433105 
Fax. 431418 
Tlx. 72775 

Rabat 

P.O. Box 440 

2. Avenue Allal Ben Abdel lob 
Tel. 726314. 726319, 726327 
Fax. 738162 
Tlx. 36032 

Tan jab 

P.O. Box 666 

43. Boulevard Mohammed V 
Td. 940603.940710 
Fax. 940774 
Tlx. 33015 

Arab National Bank 

General Management. Riyadh 

P.O. Box 56921 

King Faisal Sl 

North Murabba 

Riyadh 1 1564 

Tel. 4029000 

Fax. 4027747 

TU. 402660 

AJ-Sltfea. Riyadh 
P.O. Box 41095 
Riyadh 11521 
TeL 4771885/6 
Fax. 4771027 
TU. 402668 

Riyadh 
P.O. Box 26 
Batha Sl 
R iyadh 1141 1 
Tel* Fax 4024 111 
TU. 401799 

Al-Kftotar 

P.O. Bax 37 
Al-Khobar 31952 
Td. 8948663 
Fax. 8942752 
Tlx. 870053 

Da mmam 

P.O. Box 18 
King Sl 

Dammam 3141 1 
Td. 8323440. 8333577 
Fax. 8337829 
Tlx 801032 

Arab Palestinian Investment 
Bank 

P.O. Box 1286 

Ramallah 

Palestine 

Td. 998-7 1 26/7 
Fax. 998-7 1 25 

Medina Road, Jeddah 
P.O. Box 9463 
Jeddah 21413 
TeL 6600272 
Fax. 6650202 
Tlx. 603455 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5.TEL : 607115, 607231, TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793 


Visit our website on the Internet at http://www.arabb3iik.com 










News 

Anti-Israeli protest 
held in Karameh 


I^RAMEH, Jordan 
(AFP) — Around 300 Jor- 
danians held a demonstra- 
tion near the Israeli border 
on Friday to protest against 
Jewish settlements in the 
Palestinian territories and 
demand Israel’s ambas- 
sador be expelled. 

The protest at Karameh in 
the Jordan Valley was 
organised by a grouping of 
political parries, unions and 
student and women’s 
groups all opposed to the 
1994 peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel. 

The gathering was a pre- 
cursor to Land Day on 
March 30, when Palestini- 
ans hold large protests 
against Israeli land confis- 
cations. 

^pernonsiraiors held up 
banners demanding “the 
expulsion of the Zionist 
ambassador in Amman" 


and insisting Jerusalem 
must never be given up. 

Some banners also raged 
against the U.S. vetoes of 
U.N, Security Council res- 
olutions condemning 
Israeli construction of a 
new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

“The American veto 
proves American bias 
against the Arabs." said one 
slogan. 

Speakers also praised the 
rogue Jordanian soldier 
who shot dead seven Israeli 
schoolgirls at a border site 
earlier this month. 

Witnesses said police 
intervened to stop the pro- 
testers approaching the 
King Hussein bridge. 

Instead, the demonstra- 
tors held their prayers near 
the Martyrs of Karameh 
memorial.. 


Ross: Violence must 
make way for dialogue 


(Continued from page 1) 

Erekar, the Palestinian 
negotiator, said Friday. 

Growing distrust 

between the two sides 
underlies the crisis. 

Israel feels Mr. Arafat 
will use violence as a 
negotiating tactic whenev- 
er it suits him. 

The Palestinians suspect 
that Mr. Netanyahu has a 
hidden agenda of trying to 
avoid commitments made 
by his predecessors, such 
as returning large chunks 
of die West Bank to the 
Palestinian. 

With both sides having 
hit faith, vigorous U.S. 
nfervention will be need- 
ed to get talks going again, 
and it appeared likely that 
Mr. Ross might come back 
soon, or that Ms. Albright 
might make her first visit 
io the Middle East. 

A first test of Mr. 
Arafat’s new determina- 
tion to restore calm will 
come on Sunday .when 
Palestinians mark land 
day. the anniversary of 
Israeli expropriation of 
Arab land in the 1970s. 

Palestinian activists have 
called for protest marches 
and sit-in strikes, and 
Israeli security officials 
are bracing for violence. 

Israeli tanks and snipers 
have been put on standby 
in military bases outside 
Palestinian towns. 

He made no public refer- 
ence to the Palestinian 
position that a resolution 
of the crisis must include 
Mr. Netanyahu backing 
down on new settlements 
and other hardline deci- 
sions. 

^“If you want the peace 
process to return to its nat- 
ural course, Mr. 
Netanyahu must stop the 
settlement building in East 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank," said Mr. Saeb 
ErakaL 

Calling the current situa- 
tion “a major crisis." Mr. 
Erakai added: “If Mr. 
Netanyahu takes one look 
in the mirror, he will 
realise the reason for this 
escalation of violence and 
counter- violence. He must 
choose between settle- 
ments and peace." 

Mr. Ross's intervention 
appeared certain to fuel 
growing Palestinian frus- 
tration "with Washington’s 
Middle East policy, seen 
as increasingly pro-Israeli, 
jptably after a double U.S. 
®to of U.N. resolutions 
condemning Mr. 

Netanyahu’s settlement 

moves. 


At one point there were 
indications Mr. Arafat 
might meet again with Mr. 
Ross on Friday night in 
Gaza city, but the Palestin- 
ian leader later cancelled 
his planned return and 
decided to stop instead in 
Cairo. 

Mr. Ross said he was 
returning to the United 
States “to make my report 
to the secretary of stale 
and the president.” 

In the current atmos- 
phere, it was unclear how 
far Mr. Arafat wants or 
will be able to go in crack- 
ing down on hardliners 
who have popular support 
and who tie has been strug- 
gling for months to draw 
into the peace process. 

Many Palestinians have 
become convinced by a 
series of recent Mr. 
Netanyahu decisions that 
the right-wing leader 
intends to halt the Oslo 
process of transferring ter- 
ritory and power to them. 

Even before the start of 
building in Arab East 
Jerusalem, Mr. Netanyahu 
infuriated Palestinians by 
offering to cede only an 
additional two per cent of 
the West Bank to their con- 
trol in the first of three 
scheduled further troop 
withdrawals. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
repeatedly reiterated his 
opposition to a Palestinian 
state and to any compro- 
mise on Jerusalem, saying 
Mr. Arafat and his people 
must “adjust their expecta- 
tions'’ from the peace 
process. 

After Mr. Ross met 
Thursday with Mr. Arafat 
in Morocco, President 
Clinton said the Ameri- 
cans were “encouraged by 
the response of chairman 
Arafat.” 

Secretary of State Aal- 
brigbt made clear that Mr. 
Ross had demanded that 
Mr. Arafai be more forth- 
right in combatting vio- 
lence. 

“The perception that has 
existed that perhaps he 
gave a green light to that 
has to be countermanded 
by having him give a red 
light” she said in an inter- 
view to National Public 
Radio. 

U.S., Israeli and Pales- 
tinian officials are all 
describing the current situ- 
ation as the worst crisis in 
the peace process since 
Israel and the PLO agreed 
on mutual recognition in 
1993. 


Violent protests continue 
despite PNA police effort 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Arab Israeli citizens 
mark Land Day with ral- 
lies, strikes and demonstra- 
tions. 

“I hope that these days 
pass quietly. We have the 
might and I very much 
hope that we won’t have ro 
use the forces we have 
already on the ground,” 
said CtiieF of Staff General 
Anmon Shahak. 

" In September, soldiers 


opened fire with live 
a mm unition on similar 
Palestinian protests, draw- 
ing a return of fire from 
Palestinian police. The 
resulting gunbattles left 
over 80 dead. 

Israeli police also beefed 
up security in West 
Jerusalem and other Israeli 
cities for fear of a repeat of 
last Friday’s Palestinian 
suicide bombing in Tel 
Aviv which left three dead. 
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Arab and Muslim states unite positions 


(Continued from page 1> 

On the appeals and take action 
against IsraeL 

“We will submit a resolution 
to the league asking member 
countries io condition rela- 
tions with Israel on its serious 
implementation of agreements 
it struck with us ” said Pales- 
tinian presidential spokesman 
Marwan Kanafani. 

“Participants at the Islamic 
summit in Islamabad have 
backed a Palestinian request 

demanding that ties with 
Israel depend on the serious 
application of the accords,” 
Mr. Kanafani 

Egypt, home to die Arab 
League, and Syria, a key part- 
ner in the peace process, have 
both warned of an upsurge of 
violence if Israel does not 
back down on hs settlement 
polides. 

A columnist writing in an 
Egyptian government daily 
warned meanwhile that the 
Arabs should take some dras- 
tic action to put the peace 
process back on track “after 
having used up every possible 
peaceful diplomatic ploy." 

“It would be enough, for 
example, for Arafai to 
announce his resignation and 
place Netanyahu and America 
in a very awkward position." 
Sajama Salama wrote in A1 
Ahraro weekly newspaper. 


“It would also be enough for 
the Arabs to stop buying bil- 
lions of dollars of arms from 
America and the West. Arms 
only serve the economies of 
the West which support Israel 
completely" he said. 

AJ Abram editor-in-chief 
Ibrahim Nafeh called for "a 
government of national unity 
in Israel to save peace from 
destruction and the entire 
region from an explosion." 

The AI Quds Committee’s 
final resolution "condemned 
Israel’s continuation of its pol- 
icy of expansion and colonisa- 
tion in Arab Jerusalem and all 
other occupied Palestinian 
and Arab territories.” 

It called for the international 
community ro put pressure on 
Israel to respect the autonomy 
accords signed with the Pales- 
tinians and resume peace 
negotiations with Syria “at the 
point where they have 
remained since their suspen- 
sion." The talks were broken 
off in February 1996. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
look power after last June’s 
elections, has refused to abide 
by any unwritten offer of the 
previous Labour government 

King Hassan. in a closing 
speech before the Al Quds 
Committee which he chairs, 
said: “When we call for land- 
for-peace, we are also saying 


it for the benefit of Israel... 
that is to say we commit our- 
selves (to Israel) to guarantee 
peace once it has relumed our 
land.” 

Mr. Arafai launched an 
attack on "Israel's drive to 
■Judaise' the Holy City of 
Jerusalem” and chareed that it 
was planning to construct 
other Jewish settlements in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

"My accord with Yitzhak 
Rabin stipulates that not a sin- 
gle house can be added to the 
existing settiemenu,." he said- 
referring to Israel's slain 
prime minister who was his 
former peace partner. 

King Hassan earlier, in a 
message to partiei pants in 
Rome of a symposium on 
Jerusalem, accused the Israeli 
government of showing “con- 
tempt" for the international 
community in its policies 
toward the city. 

Israel's actions “aim to strip 
the city of its geographic and 
demographic characteristics.” 
the king said. The Jewish state 
"shows no signs of being seri- 
ous in its pretence to want to 
pursue the peace process." 

In Israel, meanwhile. For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
condemned what he called 
“the reawakening of pan-Ara- 
bism which chooses Israel as 
its sole enemy." referring to a 
mounting campaign in the 


Arab World against the Jewish 
stale. Arab countries were 
closing ranks “to isolate us on 
the international front," Mr. 
Levy told Israeli television. 

The head of the QIC. which 
had urged a suspension of ties, 
said in his report to the Rabat 
meeting that Muslim nations 
should ■' bring all forms of aid 
and support to the cause” of 
an Arab Jerusalem. 

But Izzedine Luraki only 
called for “’a serious Islamic 
position and the mobilisation 
of Islamic moral and material 
means" to promote "future 
negotiations between Pales- 
tinians and Israelis." 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sharaa had called on 

the Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries to “freeze their ties with 
Israel and stop all dealings 
with iL This is the minimum 
they should do." 

Mr. Arafat said he was sur- 
prised by the United States’ 
recent double veto of moves 
in the U.N. Security Council 
to condemn Israel's action, 
even though President Bill 
Clinton had said he was 
opposed to the settlement pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel of 
wanting "the territory, the 
security and ihe peace, all at 
tile same time and giving 
nothing in return." 


Jordanian and Iraqi 
trade chiefs discuss 
expanding relations 


AMMAN tJ.T.i — Jordan and 
Iraq have stressed their determi- 
nation ro bolster trade ties and 
implement all provisions of a 
trade agreement signed in 1995. 

Agreement on litis mater and 
on expanding economic relations 
was concluded at a meeting 
between Chairman of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce Haidar Murad and 
his Iraqi coumerpun Zuhair 
Abdul Ghalbur. the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said Friday . 

The agency quoted Mr. Murad 
as saying that Jordan will do all it 
can to achieve steps to stimulate 
the economies of the two coun- 
tries. adding that Mr. Abdul 
GhaJbur's visit to Jordan was 
another step on the irad of coor- 
dinating plans. 

Describing Jordanian-lraqi 
economic relations as very good. 
Mr. Murad said that efforts arc 
being exerted for cementing rela- 
tions at a time when the wurid is 
witnessing serious efforts l'or lift- 
ing the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq since 1990 at a time when 
the Iraq i -U.N. oil-for-food 
jcclitJ Ls being implemented . 

He said Jordan hopes that Iraq 
and Jordan uiU increase the vol- 


ume of trade and increase joint 
investments in industrial 
schemes, adding that the possi- 
bilities of increasing trade are 
now more than ever before, with 
the private sector playing a lead- 
ing role 

He said Jordanian merchants 
who stood by their Iraqi people 
and supplied the Iraqi market 
with basic needs are ready to pur- 
sue this process through official 
trade accords or through private 
transactions adding that the feder- 
ation is particularly interested in 
joint industrial ventures . 

Mr. Abdul Ghalbur said that 
the Iraqi federation was giving 
due attention to and due support 
for Jordanian-lraqi venturer, and 
hopes to hold further meetings 
with the Jordanian side to reach 
agreements oil projects benefiting 
the Iraqi and Jordanian people 

Mr. Abdul Ghafonr and Mr. 
Murad had a meeting earlier with 
Minister of Industry anJ Trade 
Hani Mulki. 

Ai tile meeting . die luo sides 
reviewed the implementation of 
Iraq's dll- for- food accord and 
ways to stimulate trade ,md eco- 
nomic relations. 


Israel plans 
more building 

(Continued from page 1) 

planning to build a 98-room 
hotel near Atarot airfield on 
the outskirts of Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The newspaper quoted an 
unnamed architect involved 
in the project but who refused 
to provide further details due 
to the "sensitive” nature of 
the project. 

The Israeli and -settlement 
movement. Peace Now, con- 
demned the Gival Zeev 
building plan as a “provoca- 
tion” at a time when violent 
protests are already sweeping 
Palestinian areas over the 
start of construction of a new 
Jewish neighbourhood in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu relaunched the 
settlement building shortly 
after coming to power in 
June, lifting a four-year-old 
freeze on most construction 
in the territories imposed by 
the former Labour govern- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
army dismantled a makeshift 
Jewish settlement near the 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
on Friday, a day after the 
existence of the “secret set- 
tlement” was revealed by 
Israeli television. 

An army spokesman said 
soldiers removed four ship- 
ping containers which the 
settlers had transformed into 
furnished homes for about 10 
people. 

Three settlers were arrested 
at the camp, which included a 
children's swimming pool 
and a recently ploughed dirt 
road, he 

said. 

The settlers used the con- 
tainers as makeshift homes to 
avoid having to ask for army 
authorisation to build or 
install housing trailers ai a 
new settlement site. 

Military 

committee 

concludes 

investigatiosns 

(Continued from page 1) 

Jordanian officials have said 
that Dakamseh, a driver in the 
army, had no record of crimi- 
nal or political activity. 

His family said he was men- 
tally unstable. But his lawyer 
contended he looked "sane 
and spoke with me rational- 
ly-’" 

"He said he felt that the 
mockery of girls reminded 
him of Israel’s degrading and 
humiliation of Arabs and 
Muslims," Mr. Najdawi said. 
"He told me all he thought of 
before and during the shoot- 
ing is that he was humiliated 
by the girls’ actions." 

The lawyer said Dakamseh 
will be tried in amilitary court 
next month. He declined to 
specify a date, saying that 
investigations are under way 
to "substantiate that the inci- 
dent was not instigated by for- 
eign sides.” 
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The British are coming. . 

6 days a week 


Welcome to the real flavour of Britain in the air 6 
days a week* from Amman as we fly you to London 
. . . and the world. Enjoy the high standard of 
service and hospitality that is synonymous with 
British Airways. 

Convenient timings and top-class in-flight comfort 
combine with our excellent onward connections 
from Heathrow Airport Terminal 4 to make this the 
best way to go from here to there ... or anywhere. 


But that's not all, we let you really srrerch your 
dinars with the unique British Airways Middle East 
Executive Club. Not only will you ‘earn’ free Bonus 
Miles on your own trips; but also nominate upto 
6 family members or friends to earn Miles for you. 
So you save’ your free Miles faster and keep flying! 

For more information, call your local travel agent 
or British Airways Amman on 828801. 

' Effective 13th ApriL 1997. 


British Airways 


The worlds favourite airline 
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WTO on a roll as $500b information technology deal clinched 


GENEVA (R) — Trade 
superpowers and develop- 
ing nations have clinched a 
sweeping $500 billion deal 
to scrap tariffs in informa- 
tion technology products in 
a big boost \o consumers 
and manufacturers in the 
booming industry. 

For the average con- 
sumer. the deal means 
cheaper infotech products 
and personal computers 
sold in countries from 
India to Europe, said World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
chief Reriato Ruggiero. 

Hailing the pact as a win- 
win scenario for computer 
makers. emerging 

economies and customers. 
Mr. Ruggiero said it would 
give a boost to cross-bor- 
der investment flows and 


economic growth. 

“This pact is very impor- 
tant for emerging markets 
in terms of opening up 
their economies, lowering 
their barriers and the possi- 
bility of buying products at 
a lower price." he said. 
“We’re approaching a win- 
win situation in this sec- 
tor." 

A total of 39 countries 
representing 92.5 per cent 
of the world trade in 
infotech products commit- 
ted themselves to the pact, 
which will cut tariffs on 
computers, telecom prod- 
ucts. semiconductors, 
semiconductor manufac- 
turing equipment, software 
and CD ROMs and scien- 
tific instruments by the 
year 2000. 


Pakistan unveils 
reform package 


ISLAMABAD lAFPl — 
Pakistani Finance Minister 
Sartaj Aziz has announced 
wide-ranging economic 
reforms outlining savage 
culs in income tax. import 
tariffs and sales tax. 

The economic revival pro- 
gramme unveiled in parlia- 
ment also provides conces- 
sions to industry and 
exporters as pan of a series 
of "revolutionary” reforms, 
Mr. Aziz said. 

The package was formulat- 
ed on the basis of recom- 
mendations from several 
committees established by 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. 

“It is designed by U.S. and 
it is liked by the International 
Monetary' Fund (IMF)." he 
said, adding (hat it would 
help Pakistan qualify for 
IMF loans. Islamabad wants 
SI. 2 billion in IMF soft 
loans over three years. 

Mr. Aziz said there were 
only 800,000 tax payers in 
the country of more than 1 30 
million people, adding that 
the cut in taxation rates 
would prompt more people 
"voluntarily to meet their 
obligations to the state.” 

He proposed slashing the 
maximum income tax rate, 
applicable to those earning 
more than 300.000 rupees 
(S7.500) a year, to 20 per 
cent from 35 per cent. 

The minimum rate would 
be cut in half to five per cent 
Irani the current 10 per cent. 
The programme envisaged 


reducing the existing IS per 
cent general sales tax to 1 2.5 
per cent and extending a 
three per cent general sales 
lax on retail turnover in 
major cities. 

The government proposed 
reducing the maximum 
import tariff from the cur- 
rent 65 per cent to 45 per 
cent, abolishing duties on 
imports of machinery and 
removing general sales tax 
from locally-made machin- 
ery. 

Duties on imports of 
machinery for export-orient- 
ed industries would be 
reduced to 10 per cent and 
raw materials used mainly 
for exports would be exempt 

Wealth taxes would be 
imposed on people owning 
homes according to the size 
of the property and those 
owning cars, according to 
engine capacity, the finance 
minister said. . 

“We estimate the number 
of tax payers will be dou- 
bled” by these schemes, he 
added. 

Mr. Aziz said the former 
tax rate regime led to higher 
levels of tax evasion and cor- 
ruption” with “deleterious” 
consequences for produc- 
tion. 

The package comes only 
six weeks after Mr. Sharif 
assumed power in February 
polls with a pledge to revamp 
the economy, weighed down 
by more than $30 billion in 
foreign debt. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Gullet part 
5 Metal refuse 
9 Ungainly 

14 Rajah's lady 

15 Form circles 

16 “Home — " 

17 Film star 
Jannings, of old 

18 Eskimo’s abode: 
var. 

19 Subway coin 

20 Impossible 
dreams 

23 Preserve 

24 Begged 

25 Wild 

28 Dutch settler 

29 Yalie 

32 Loves deeply 

34 Greek letter 

35 Lendl of tennis 

36 Decorate, in a 
way 

37 War or cedar 
end 

39 Goddess of 
victory 

40 Some bills 

41 Crew need 

42 Child minder 

44 Chinese “way" 

45 Sins 

46 Outline map 

47 Discharge 

48 Comprehend 

49 Wayne film 

57 More than 
enough 

58 Unless, legally 

59 Footnote abbr. 

60 Kind of 
campaign 

61 Jack of 
Westerns 

62 Ms. Turner 

63 Rash 

64 Refute 

65 Cart 
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Analysts said the pact, 
“as vital as drinking water 
to compete in the global 
economy” according to 
one. opened the way for a 
vast expansion of the 
industry and ambitious 
future deals. 

The deal complements 
February’s WTO pact to 
liberalise basic telecoms 
trade, and together they 
cover business worth more 
than $1 trillion annually, 
more than the global trade 
volumes each in agricul- 
ture. cars and textiles sec- 
tors, Mr. Ruggiero said. 

The two pacts on tele- 
coms and information tech- 
nology are also a big boost 
to the credibility of the 

fledgling WTO. 

“We’re really on a roll,” a 


smiling Ruggiero told 
Reuters. “For the WTO, 
this has been a very big 
step forward.” 

First tariff cuts under the 
deal, shaped in December 
at a Singapore WTO minis- 


terial meeting, must take 


place in July. 

Mr. Ruggiero said lower 
tariffs will cut prices for 
consumers around the 
world from Asia to Europe. 

Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Malaysia already have 
zero duties for most prod- 
ucts, Korea has duties of 
eight per cent while the 
European Union flEU) has 
more duties to scrap than 
the U.S. and Japan. 

But the biggest winners 

would be consumers in 
India where tariffs as high 


as 52 per cent will come 
down to zero under the 
pact, Mr. Ruggiero said. 

India also stands to gain 
because it is a major sup- 
plier of applications devel- 
opment and maintenance 
software services to North 
America and Britain. Its 
information technology 
skills much in demand in 
North America were also 
set to benefiL 

Trade diplomats said 
computer giants in the 
United States, Germany. 
Japan and South Korea 
stood to gain from the deal, 
save tens of millions of 
dollars and boost overseas 
earnings. 

One last hurdle was 
cleared when Washington 
decided not to hold up a 


deal over its discontent 
with EU tariffs on local 
area network equipment 
and multimedia personal 
computers. 

Washington says a reclas- 
sification of such products 
by the EU customs author- 
ities has caused higher 
duties on its imports in vio- 
lation of world trade rules 
and has filed a case against 
the European Union under 
the WTO’s dispute settle- 
ment body. 

The 39 participants were 
the world's four trading 
powers, the United States, 
the 15-member European 
Union. Japan. Canada, as 
well as Australia. Hong 
Kong, Iceland. Indonesia, 
South Korea, Norway, Sin- 
gapore, Switzerland, 


Turkey, Costa Rica, the 
Czech Republic. Estonia, 
Israel. India, Macau. 
Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Romania, the Slovak 
Republic, Thailand and the 
Chinese Taipei custom ter- 
ritory — Taiwan, Penghu, 
Kinmen and Matsu. 

Two countries initially on 
board, Panama and Poland, 
did not sign up because of 
delays in finalising their 
timetables but Mr. Rug- 
giero said they may do so 
in the coming days. 

Two more countries in 
the 130-member trade 
watchdog, the Philippines 
and El Salvador, could join 
in the near future. 


Bank of Israel 
says exchange 
rate key to growth 
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TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
industry is geared for 
renewed growth but the gov- 
ernment must first act to 
reverse the appreciation in 
the shekel thai has hurt 
export profitability, the Bank 
of Israel has said. “Growth is 
first and foremost dependent 
on export profitability, which 
has been hurt. It appears 
quire significantly, over the 
last three years,” the central 
bank said in an early release 
of some sections of its annu- 
al report. 

The full report is scheduled 
to be published on March 31. 

"The fast pace of industrial 
growth in recent years 
slowed in 1996 and with it 
the growth of labour produc- 
tivity and overall productivi- 
ty slackened.” the Bank of 
Israel said. 

"Nevertheless, capital 
stock — physical and 
research and development 
capital — continued to grow, 
mainly in the high technolo- 
gy sectors." the central bank 
said. “This has created an 
appropriate base for future 
export growth." 

Israel’s fast-paced growth 
of the 1990-95 period slowed 
last year. Gross domestic 
product expanded by 4.4 per 
cent last year, compared with 
7.1 percent in 1995. 

The centra] bank said a 
"balanced” fiscal and mone- 
tary policy was needed “that 
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by Alvin L. Becker 


DOWN 

1 Ship hands 

2 Branchlike parts 

3 Indigo 

4 Deuces, often 

5 Heir 

6 Company 
symbol 


7 Pains 

8 Adhesive 
holders 

9 Amass 

10 Get — of him! 

11 Chinese 
cookware 

12 Joint 

13 Itches 

21 Forceful 
outburst 

22 Sport shoe 
feature 

25 Bundle of twigs 

26 MN city 

27 Logrolling 

contest 

28 Tavern drinks 

29 Madonna role 

30 Basketball 
player 

31 Not active 

33 Char 

35 Where animals 
belong? 

38 Obeyed 

43 Clinched 

45 Diner 
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47 Part of a chair 

48 Like an eel 

49 Plethora 

50 Austen heroine 

51 Mimics 

52 Trickery 


53 “No man — 
island” 

54 Construction 
piece 

55 Famed galleon 

56 June 6 


would make possible a rever- 
sal in the the trend of real 
appreciation in the export 
(exchange) rate.” 

In 1994-96, the shekel lost 
just 8.9 per cent against the 
dollar, versus cumulative 
domestic inflation of about 
36 per cent This year, the 
shekel has fallen about 3.5 
per cenL 

The business sector and the 
treasury have blamed the 
central bank’s tight monetary 
policy for the strong shekel, 
saying high interest rates 
have caused significant capi- 
tal imports. The Bank of 
Israel says that most capital 
imports are due to increased 
long-term foreign invest- 
ment. 

The Bank of Israel also 
noted that last year’s slow- 
down was having a more 
pronounced effect on Israel's 
immigrant population than 
the overall workforce. 

It said the slowdown had 
hit the country's older indus- 
tries, like textiles and metals, 
more than its high tech sec- 
tor. The rate of employment 
artiong new immigrants, 
mainly from the former 
Soviet Union, is higher than 
in high tech, the central bank 
said. 

It estimates immigrants 
accounted for 21-28 per cent 
of the workforce in older 
industries, versus 12-14 per 
cent in electronics and chem- 
icals. 

Meanwhile. Israel's outgo- 
ing treasury director-general 
said in a newspaper inter- 
view Thursday that the gov- 
ernment was not unduly con- 
cerned about the budget 
deficit, even though it was 
running over target. 
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Peanuts 


HI, CHARLES.. REMEMBER 
YESTERDAY WHEN I WENT 
TO YOUR HOUSE? 


I WALKED ALL THE 
WAY OVER THERE 
to Ask vou if 
W LIKE ME.. 


TO DO 
WHAT? 


r can't 


I \£ TANP IT! 
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Andy Capp 
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SUBJECT, BUT- 
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HOROSCOPE: M 
FORECAST 
FOR SATURDaT: 9 
MARCH 29 , 1997-3 


By Thomas S. Piera^i^ 
Astrologer, CandR - l 
Rigfiter Foundation £ 


ARIES: (March 21 
April 19)Tiy topaiiKhc- 
excitement into your daijy 
duties today, and you'j 
enjoy them more. You atidi 
your mate must tty to gj- 
out of thai nrt 
evening by doing sortie- 
thing romantic which ym 
both will enjoy. 

TAURUS: (April .20. to 
May 20) Try to impress 
the one you love-by show-, 
ing today that you are- 
modem and exciting,, 
Avoid making any caustic 
remarks which you may 
regret at -another time. 
This is a good time to.gjx 
out oh the town with 
friends. ’••• 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Make ar range: 
ments to get together with’ 
a recent acquaintance fw 
some recreational activity 
today which will be pleas- 
ing. If you must do some 
marketing for your loved 
ones, do it early in the day- 
before your career activi- 
ties. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Dis- 
cuss wilh : an expert how 
you can add to your pre- 
sent abundance today, and 
get good advice whichcan 
be helpful. Steer clear of a 
greedy fellow associate 
who is only out for bis or 
her interest, without the 
regards for others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Plan a trip with a 
Mend today to gather 
some important informa- 
tion you need to complete 
a new project Take it easy 
and get plenty of rest later 
this everting after such a 
busy day and spend it with 
your loved ones: 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September. 22) You want 
to invest in some modem 
mechanisms today 10 
make your career activi- 
ties' more efficient and 
profitable, however, get 
the advice of an expert in 
the .field. Later this 
evening will be good to 
have guests in your home. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October. 22) Contact a 
clever acquaintance today 
who can show you how to 
capitalise on your finest 
talents. Get out of that rot 
you’ve been in for so long 
and thereby this evening 
special for your loved 
ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get your 
home in order so that you 
can entertain guests with 
confidence this evening 
and thereby making them 
feel comfortable. If you 
go out today, drive very 
carefully while out cm the 
highway and avoid any 
diffi cultie s. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
21) A very new and 
unusual form of recreation 
will please you very much 
today if you keep an open 
mind. Take your mate on a 
short trip later . this 
evening to visit with 
friends and thereby you 
can have a wonderful 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
may have to spend a bit 
more money than you bad 
planned to please your 
loved ones today, howev- 
er; in the long run it will 
be well worth the cost 
involved. Tonight, will be 
good to relax at home 
with your loved ones. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Make it a ^ 
point to see someone you 
have recently met today, 
and to whom you have 
taken a fancy. This should 
be a memorable evening, 
so make . every effort to 
provide those items and 
atmosphere to make it 
special 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 2Q) You have some 
fine ideas today which 
seem to be promising; 
however, you must put 
these into motion if you 
are going to profit at all 
from them. Later this 
evening will be good to 
seek the advice of a 
knowledgeable person. 


Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper 
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Business & Finance 

Prices at AFM edge up 


By a Jordon Times 
^ Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices improved 
a little last week ax the 
Amman siock market follow- 
ing the assumption of office 
by a new government despite 
no clear indication of any 
substantial change in the eco* 
nomic policies of the country, 
brokers said Friday. 

Several brokers said the 
improvement in prices in all 
sectors was the result of 
efforts by speculators to inject 
a sense of better economic 
performance under the new 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali. 

Other dealers said prices 
were also given a boost by the 
beginning this week of Jor- 
danian exports to Iraq under 
Baghdad's oil -for- food agree- 
T.-uent with the United Nations. 
Jordanian companies have 
signed orders worth SI 20 mil- 
lion with Iraq under the deal, 
and contracts worth S26 mil- 
lion were approved last week. 

The Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) said in its weekly 
summary that trading for the 
week was 3.7 million dinars. 


down from the previous 
week's 4.2 million dinars. 

Prices rose by 0.2 per cent 
as measured by the official 
AFM index based on 60 
major companies from among 
the 135 listed in the market. 
The index closed at 153.72 
points, up 0.3 per cent from 
the week’s opening of 152.29, 
the report said. 

The AFM summary said 2.8 
million shares were" sold and 
bought under 2.709 transac- 
tions during the week, with 
daily average trading at 

740.000 dinars (SI. 04 mil- 
lion). 

Industrial companies led 
trading with a volume of 1.77 
million dinars. Commercial 
banks and investment houses 
accounted for 1.42 million 
dinars followed by service 
sector companies with 

510.000 dinars and insurance 
firms with 22,000 dinars. 

On a sectoral level, insur- 
ance stocks rose by 0.2 per 
cent during the week, indus- 
trial companies gained 0.3 per 
cent, commercial banks and 
investment houses rose by ‘ 
03 per cent and service sec- 
tor firms gained 0.8percenL 


According to the AFM 
report, this week's business 
involved stocks of 85 compa- 
nies; 32 of them closed with 
gains, 36 slipped and 17 
remained stable. 

The New York-based 
Alliance Capital Corporation 
will run a local investment 
fund to revitalise activity a: 
the AFM, a banker said 

Wednesday. 

The $28.1 million Jordan 
Investment Fund will start 
operations later in the year, 
the Associated Press quoted 
Mohammed Abu Zeid, a 
Housing Bank spokesman, as 
saying. 

He said the fund was set 
up recently by the Housing 
Bank, Jordan's second-largest 
financial institution. An off- 
shoot to the fund was also 
established in Bahrain. 

“The aim of the fund is to 
reactivate dealings in the 
stock market,” said Mr. Abu 
Zeid. 

There are several Euro- 
pean and Asian companies, 
with a total capital of S62 mil- 
lion. dealing in the Jordanian 
stock exchange. 


Another Jordanian company 
wins contract to export to Iraq 


Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The first Jor- 
danian shipment of cooking 
oil will leave for Iraq next 
week following a U.N. 
approval of a contract to sup- 
ply Iraq with cooking oil 
worth 515 million in line 
with the U.N. oil-for-food 
agreement signed last 
^December, a trade and indus- 
foy ministry official said 
Thursday. 

Mohammad Smadi. secre- 
tary-general of the ministry, 
said the minis try has 
received the U.N. approval to 
supply Iraq with 20.000 
tonnes of vegetable oil. He 
added that more contracts are 
expected to be approved next 
month. 

The new approval will 
raise the number of Jordan- 
ian firms which won U.N. 
approvals to 11 companies to 
supply the sanction-hit Iraq 
with detergents and cooking 
oil worth $41 million. 

About 32 Jordanian firms 


are awaiting the U.N. per- 
mission to supply Baghdad 
with S79 million worth of 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian aid in line with 
U.N. -Iraq food-for-oil agree- 
ment which permits Iraq to 
sell S2 billion worth of oil in 
return for humanitarian pur- 
chases for its 20 million cit- 
izens, under U.N. embargo 
since Baghdad's seven- 
month-old occupation of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Dr. Smadi said the Middle 
East Company for Food 
Industries will start dispatch- 
ing the first shipment for Iraq 
next week. He added that all 
Jordanian firms which won 
the world body's approval 
are preparing to truck then- 
products to Iraq. 

Meanwhile, Dn Smadi said 
that the ministry is investi- 
gating the reasons behind 
blocking file entrance of 65 
Jordanian trucks loaded with 
1 JS00 tonnes of table salt for 
Iraq. 

The trucks left Jordan on 
Tuesday but are still stranded 


ai the Iraqi borders waiting 
U.N. monitors to inspect the 
shipment 

Mohammad Arar. from the 
Gulf and Jordan Transporta- 
tion Company which is 
transporting the $250,000 
worth shipment told the Jor- 
dan Times that until Thurs- 
day evening the trucks were 
held up at the Iraqi borders. 

“The trucks are still in 
Traibeel. (the Iraqi border 
point) because they can’t 
leave without the observers' 
permission.” Mn Amr said. 
He added the trucks cannot 
head back to Jordanian terri- 
tories because this needs a 
permission from the Iraqi 
authorities, which might take 
several days. before obtaining 
it from the concerned author- 
ities. 

“We received the UN. 
approval to send this ship- 
ment to Iraq, on March 16 
but we don’t know what 
delays die UN. monitors to 
arrive to Iraq and inspect the 
trucks," Mr. Amr said. 


Britain finances JTC project 


AMMAN IJ.T.) — Planning 
Minister Rima Khalaf and 
British ambassador, Peter 
Hinchcliffe, Thursday signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
at the Ministry of Planning. 
The agreement provides techni- 


cal assistance towards the 
implementation of the second 
phase of the British- Jordanian 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (JTC) restructuring pro- 
ject. The memoranda is an 
extension to an existing project 
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THE BETTER HALF. 

GIA5BB<26eJ 


By Glasbergen 



“Every time I try to get inside your 
mind, it’s such a mess I can’t- 
find anything!” 


that was launched in 1995. The 
signing raises the project value 
to a minimum of £7 million. 
This project is funded by the 
British government’s Overseas 
Development Administration 
(ODA). British consultants 
Price Waterhouse will continue 
to work closely with their coun- 
terparts in JTC, focusing on 
skill transfer and staff training 
as the main aspects of the sec- 
ond phase of this project. 
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0.00 

15 

5400 

2698 

.49 

.51 

-49 

.50 

* 

.01 

.500 

.216 

. 
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- 
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^ J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


D AJANI 

JEWELLERS . 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


— ....Outstanding designs, 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hwiri Arnold and Mffw Anrfrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


MIGRY 



□ 

m 



CMJ1 Hn IMi S4MML Inc. 
MftywRnma 


UMPEL 


dC 

/ s 

k. > 


L 

IDBOY 


□ 


6 J 



DOOHKE 





J 


WHAT THE NOVICE 
CUMBER PIP WHEN 
THE EXPERT 
SCA1-EP THE CUFF. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


’’festentey's 


Jumbles; FLOUR WOMEN DOOMED EXPOSE 
Answer How a day fo the garbage truck left him - 
DOWN IN THE DUMPS 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
. unfurnished for rent , 


STUDIO HR1G 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo siz4 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm i 


Shmeisan! - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


*}* Ammo* 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms * Folly 
Equipped Kitttaoencs * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 67455] 


<$J} 

CROWMHCm. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

• SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 

Radio & TV Staff on Rd. 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 



Jfo ftaPEm m i* 

Teppamjaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 31.11 18 

’ Mecca St. Daotid Conte i 


h 

; FOR i 

1 

RENT 


Pl'IUM: \ ! ! lrts 

Appan rT;t:ni s 
:n Amm.art 


Tel . 864230 1 
iFax. 8642311 


JvTf 

Trytkeonty r I 

V STUFFED PIZZA 
in Town (Chicago Style) 
PAN PIZZA 
(Thin or Thick Crust) 
Italian Beef Sandwiches, 
“^[Hamburger, Fried Chickq 
>jg? Shishkabab 


Pizza Gbamde 

Restaurant q. Coffee Shop 


f Tfe Itsliaq Jaste 

^ Gourmet piZZfi 

p- fT\ei)u 

' Free DELIVERY 
|W DINE IN 

kWk TAKE AWAY 


We Moved To The Second Floor Atahfia ~ AM& 

Superstore 

Tel. 68S 471. Ext. .^2 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Jordan Tunes, Saturday, March 29, 199?f 



Courier stops Ivanisevic, 


meets Muster in Lipton semis 


KEY BISCAYNE. Florida 
(Ri — Jim Courier took 
another step reward recap- 
turing the form that once 
made him the world's best 
tennis player by upsetting 
fourth seed Goran 
Ivanisevic Thursday to 
reach the semifinals of the 
Lipton Championships. 

The 26th-ranked Courier, 
who won this title in 1991. 
bounced the big-serving 
Croatian 60 7-6. to reach 
the final four here for the 
fourth time in his career. 

Courier, a local favourite 
in southern Florida, will 
face second-seeded 

Austrian Thomas Muster in 
the semifinals. 

Muster, considered the 1 
world's premier clay court 
player, continued to prove 
he can win on hard courts 
with a convincing 7-5 6-2 
victory over 29th- ranked 
Swede Jonas Bjorkman. 

Muster, who has only 
played hard court events 
this year, ran his 1997 
match record to an impres- 
sive 19-3. 

The other men's semifinal 
pits top-seeded world num- 
ber one Pete Sampras 
against 35 til-ranked Sergi 
Bruguera of Spain. 

■*H*s always a tough ont 
against Jim because we had 
tough battles in the past" 
said Muster, who beat 
Courier in their last two 



fourth round takes consecu- 
tive wins over top- 10 
ranked players into the 
semifinals — a sign that he 
is approaching the form that 
carried him to the top in 
1992. 


Thomas Muster of Austria returns a first set serve from Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 
in 3 quarter-final match at the Lipton Tennis Championship. Muster defeated 
Bjorkman 7-5, 6-2 and will play U.S. Jim Courier in the next round (Reuters photo) 


Courier. 

Ivanisevic was looking to 
return to the final here after 
last year's disappointment, 
when he had to quit three 
games into the final with 
Andre Agassi due to a neck 


meetings. 

“He's playing good tennis. 
I'm playing good tennis. 
He's trying to get back in 
the rankings. He’s going to 
be motivated to be in the 
finals here." Muster said of 


injury. 

He srarted out well 

enough, taking a 2-0 lead 
over Courier. Bur the 
American, showing flashes 
of the form that brought him 
four Grand Slam titles earli- 
er in the decade, reeled off 
the next six games to take 
the first set. 


Bashing from the baseline 
and making occasional for- 
ays to the net. Courier com- 
mitted just six unforced 
errors in the opening set to 
22 for the Croatian. 

The fifth-ranked 

Ivanisevic got his danger- 
ous serve on track in the 
second set and both players 
held serve throughout, forc- 
ing the tie-break. 

“I was hoping to keep my 
momentum going into the 
second set. but Goran, with 
his serve, just turned it on.” 
Courier said. “1 wasn't real- 


ly able to get my teeth into 
his service games there. 
Fortunately, he wasn’t able 
to do much on my serve 
either." 

Courier thoroughly out- 
played Ivanisevic in the 
tiebreaker, jumping out to a 
6-1 lead with die help of 
two double faults by the 
error-prone fourth seed. The 
American ended the 78- 
minute contest by convert- 
ing his second match point. 

Courier, who beat sixth- 
ranked Wimbledon champi- 
on Richard Krajicek in die 


He can make it three suc- 
cessive top- 10 scalps with a 
win over Muster. 

Courier said two months 
off while recovering from a 
knee injury last autumn had 
helped renew the enthusi- 
asm for the game he seemed 
to have lost in recent years. 

“I got injured and that 
gave me a chance to kind of 
let my mind relax as my 
body recuperated.” Courier 
said. 

“Sometimes it’s almost a 
curse to be healthy all the 
time, funny as it seems. If 
you’re healthy all the time, 
you keep going, going, keep 
grinding yourself down." 

Bjorkman played Muster 
fairly evenly in a tight first 
set. But he double-faulted at 
set point in the 1 2th game 
while trying to push the set 
into a tie-break. 

The Swede then missed a 
golden opportunity to play 
his way back into die sec- 
ond set while trailing 2-4, 
when he reached triple- 
break point — 0-40 — 
against Muster’s serve. 

The Austrian, however, 
managed to fight his way 
through the 14-point game 
to bold serve for a com- 
manding 5-2 lead. 

“The key point was sec- 
ond set, 4-2, love-40,” 
Muster said. “Good come- 
back there.” 


Zola confident about playing alongside Vieri 


TRIESTE, Italy (R> — 
Italy's inspirational striker 
Gianfranco Zola has no 
worries about playing 
alongside uncapped. 
Juvenms attacker 

Christian Vieri in 
Saturday's World Cup 
qualifier against Moldova. 

Injuries to Pier Luigi 


Casiraghi and Fabrizio 
Ravanelli have left Italian 
coach Cesare Maldini lit- 
tle option but to. draft, in 
the uncapped Vieiras- 
partner focZola^fowaow 
plays his club soccer with 
English side Chelsea. 

Speaking at team train- 
ing. Zola^predicted there 


Advertisement 


Pierre Cardin Perfumes & Cosmetics 
Launched in Jordan 


On the occasion of launching Pierre Cardin perfumes & 
cosmetics in Jordan. Mr. Mustafa Munasruh, the General 
Manager of Aimajal Trading, welcomed guests including 
Mr. Haydar Murad the Chairman of Chambers of 
Commerce and members of the French Embassy. The din- 
ner included a speech about Pierre Cardins career and 
activities. Pierre Cardin skin care products will be 
launched in the Kingdom before the end of this year. 


would be no problems 
partnering the 23-year- 
old. 

“Christian’s tactical 
awareness has surprised 
me...He's very similar to ■ 
and I will have to play off 
and around him but I don’t 
think there'll be any prob- 
lems of understanding 
between us," he said. 

“I've given him just one 
piece of advice, and that is 
to play according to his 
instinct." 

Zola scored the winning 
goal in a group two quali- 


fier against England at 
Wembley last month, a 
victory which left Italy 
joint top with England but 
with a game in hand. 

Apart from Vieri, the 
only other change from 
the side which beat 
England may be the inclu- 
sion of Lazio player 
Alessandro Nesta instead 
of Parma’s Fabio 
Cannavaro. 

Nesra's probable inclu- 
sion is an inevitable 
reflection of the fact that 
Maldini expects Moldova 


W f?tre Vast & Present 
Meet H a n 5 in H a n 5 . 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

One bedroom, one sitting and dining room, 
complete kitchen and bathroom, central 
heating and separate telephone. 

Location: Near Abella & Jordan Hospital. 
For further information, please call 
Tel.: 660131 



FOR RENT 


Fully furnished apartment of an area of 165 sq.m. 
Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, 2 bathrooms, tele- 
phone, central heating and all facilities separate. 
Ground floor, own entrance, garage and garden, 
within a 2 Apt. building only. 

Excellent location in Jabal Amman, 3rd 
Circle area, Near Khalidi Hospital. 

Tel.: 642006 


to play a defensive game, 
leaving the Italian defence 
free to move forward, a 
point also underlined by 
Zola. 

“The game against 
Moldova is easy only on 
paper. Our opponents will 
close up in numbers in 
front of their goalkeeper, 
leaving the initiative to 
us” Zola said. “We’ll 
have to be good and score 
early.” 

Saturday’s qualifier in 
Trieste is the first of two 
Group Two games played 
by Italy in the next week. 
They face Poland in 
Chorzow on April 2. 

Moldova are bottom of 
the group having lost all 
three games so far. beaten 
at home by England and 
Italy and away by Poland. 


Qatar Horse Festival concludes 

Bisharat eliminated 
in 2nd round 


By Lutfi Za’bi in Doha 
and Aleeo Bannayan in Amman 


THE 6TH QATAR International Horse 
Festival concluded Friday with Jordan s 
Hani Bisharat going out after the second 
round of the horse jumping competition. 

Participants from II countries started 
the horse jumping competition in the 
final event of the festival which included 
an endurance race and horse shows. 

BisharaL Jordan's only representative , 
competed alongside participants from 
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Palestine, Libya. 
Algeria, Lebanon, Egypt, Syria and tbs 
United Arab Emirates. 

Oman pulled out and only France and 
Britain were fauldess in the first round. 

Officials said the standard of competi- 
tion was below average since participants 
had not had enough time to train on the 
horses provided by the Qatari Equestrian 
Club. 

Bisharat had 30 faults in the first round 
and only eleven jockeys qualified to the 
second round in which Bisharat had eight 
faults. 

On the sidelines of the competition, the 
general assembly of the Arab Equestrian 
Federation held its meetings and concen- 
trating on means of enhancing coopera- 
tion between Arab federations and bol- 
stering the activities of the Arab 
Equestrian Federations in Asian and 
international arena 

Jordan's delegation presented a paper 


dealing with ways. to broaden the sport 
and encourage youth to take an active part 
in iL 

President of the Royal Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation HRH Princess Alia 
attended the endurance race and horse 
shows of the festival. 

Hosts Qatar dominated the horse show 
and endurance race competitions offering 
total prize money of $200,000. 

Eighteen Jordanian horses entered the 
various events of the festival which 
included the endurance race, the horse 
jumping competition and the horse show. 

Twelve Jordanian horses took part in 
the endurance race. The only participant 
to finish the 42-kilometre race was 
Salameh A1 Saoud who came in twenti- 
eth. 

Jordan’s equestrian team also actively 
took part in AI Basel International 
Equestrian Championship which con- 
cluded in Damascus earlier this week. 

Jordan’s Ibrahim Bisharat proved he 
was a promising new face in the sport 
while veteran Hani Bisharat could only 
finish sixth in the Grand Prix of the cham- 
pionship which brought together 45 par- 
ticipants from Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, 
Kuwait and Syria. 

Six competitors represented Jordan in 
the four-day event celebrating the 
National Day of Syria. 

Egypt's 16-member team was the 
largest delegation and dominated the 
major events of the competition. 


Seles sails into final against Hingis 


KEY BISCAYNE, Honda 
(R1 — Monica Seles 
looked like the Seles of old 
Thursday night as sailed 
into the final of the Lipton 
Championships, where she 
will meet Martina Hingis 
in a showdown of once 
and future world number 


ones. 

The fourth-seeded Seles, 
playing her first tourna- 
ment of the year after 
being sidelined by a bro- 
ken finger, destroyed 11th- 
seeded Austrian Barbara 
Paulus 6-1 6^0 in l 51 ll piin- 
utes to take her place in the 
final. 

Earlier Thursday, Swiss 
teen sensation Hingis won 
a hard-fought battle with 
third-seeded Czech veter- 
an Jana Novotna 6-3 2-6 6- 
4 to stretch her perfect 
1997 record to 25-0. 

The 16-year-old Hingis, 
who Monday will become 
the youngest player ever 
ranked number one in the 
world, will be looking for 
her fifth title of the year 
when she faces former 
number one Seles on 
Saturday. 

Seles, who was 17 when 
she first grabbed the top 
ranking six years ago, held 
the previous record for 
youngest world number 
one. 


The 14th-ranked Paulus 
and Seles were tied 1-1 in 
the first set when the 
Yugoslav-born American 
pushed her game into high 
gear and raced through the 
next 11 games without 
dropping another one to 
the helpless Austrian. 

“In my mind that match 
ended very fast,” Seles 
said. “It was just a blur. It 
was just over so fast” 

Hingis, dubbed the 
“can’t miss Swiss” for her 
meteoric rise through the 
r^nlriffgs,..,had a much 
tougher time with Novotna 
in a match played in sti- 
fling heat 

The heat was oppressive 
enough that the pair were 
allowed a 10-minute break 
after splitting the first two 
sets. It was Hingis who 
came back more refreshed 
and her energy level and 
strong play more than off- 
set Novotna’s vast experi- 
ence. 

“We both played a very 
high standard.” Hingis 
said. “She makes you ran 
and make a lot of mistakes 
you shouldn’t and that you 
don't do against other 
players." 

Hingis fought off break 
points in the eighth game 
of the deciding set with 
well placed passing shots. 



Sjwcca - Cdr pdffc. - Ccntr.il Hurtm.] - ShiuHc Prices. 1 
Ccwoiimt for Cwifumes, k«nfcs BhKwks, CmuJntcs, LaxTKrj, \ 
Pmtfle & PuWie LUUiHisMwli .tt n til OS Ejrtmijtdslj StonH. 



ftAMHIEH CENTER 


Al Abdall - opposlt to Al Dowood Center 
615161 - 079 26285 


AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
AMMAN 


MITSUBISHI PAJERO 4X4 
FOR SALE 


DUTY NOT PAID, 2 LITRE ENGINE, 
4 CYLINDER, AIR CONDITIONED, 
WHITE COLOUR, 5 SPEED, 4 DOOR. 


FOR INSPECTION, 
CONTACT MR. WAHID HENEIN 
TEL: 079-21006 


SUBJECT TO BEST OFFER & REACHING 
RESERVE PRICE. 


a Jordanian company working in the field of 
marketing (LUXURIOUS PRODUOS) is seeking 
to recruit the following : 


1- Accountant 

2- Business development officer 

3- Sales people (male and female) 
4r Cashier 

5- Market supervisor 

6- Storehouse keeper 


all above must meet the following requirements 


* fluent English 

* minimum three years experience 

* other foreign languages are preferable 


C.V. to be sent to: 
attention of General Manager 
P 0 Box 941601 
Amman - Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMARSHAMF 
ft TANNAH MRSCH 
etroTdbunalMaOantw.be 


ELEMENTARY, MY DEAR WATSON 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 


NORTH 
*KQ64 
UQ.739 
OdlOS 
• • ^ . + J4 

WEST EAST 

* A J 10 5 4.9 ST 3 

9K64 99 

OK 0782 

+ KS652 * A 10 9 73 

SOUTH 
*2 

OAJ1085 
OAQ9543 
+ Q 


takeout double, now judged the 
holding to be worth a raise to mme. 

The opening lead of a dub vu 
won by the ace, and declarer ruffed 
the dub continuation. Declarer 
tried to sneak through a spade by 
leading the two, but West grabbed 
the ace and returned a spade, 
declarer discarding a dimn»il on 
dummy’s 

The trump finesse was obvious, 
but West produced the ltmg to ass' 
plete the defen si ve book, 'file hand 
now h in g e d on bringing in the dia- 
mond suit without lots, and the per- 

nnlm I — - l„__ .fL 


centage play by a long shot is to 
the finesse, considering the 


Th e bid di ng: 

SOOTH WEST NOHTH EAST 

DM 1 NT Paaa 

27 Pass 4 v Pass 

P»M Pass 


Opening lead: Five of* 

Follow the play of the cards care- 
fully. What you have seen steer 
you to the winning path. 

South judged that the hand’s dis- 
trihutional assets merited a 
reverse. North, who had bypassed 
two four -card majors because of the 


take 

diamond suit in isolation. 

But can a diamond finesse suc- 
ceed? East, who held at least five 
chibe headed by the aca, did not bid 
two clubs over North's one-no- 
trump response, an action which 
wtrald have been automatic with an 
ace and a long. That meant that 
West had to hold the king of dia- 
monds, and the only hope was to 
find it singleton. Suiting the »cKm> 
to the thought. South banged out 
tiie ace of diamonds with a most 
happy result. The long came tiun- 
btuig down and the four-heart game 
i rolled home. 


< 


' CINEMA 




PHILADELPHIA “1” 


TEL:634144 *\ 7 * CINEMA TEL634144 CINEMA TEL699238 CINEMA TEU677420 \ p _ 

K nun nnn nilin U n Y Y rn.rnnn Y Nabll & HlSham'S Theatre 


Kevin Bacon, Robert Deniro, 
Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patrick 
& Brad Pitt... in 


SLEEPERS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILRDELPHIR “2 


/P. 


Ethan Hawke 
& Julie Delpy in 


BEFORE SUNRISE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


PLAZA 




L 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 






A 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 


MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.. .IN 

EVITA 




(new print) 

Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 1 0:30 

ZX 


J 


TEL: 625155 


Aman.. Ya Ho 


The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday,. 
For reservations call 625155 






She then broke a weary 
Novotna for 5-4 as the 
Czech double-faulted, then 
dumped an easy forehand 
into the net. 

Hingis served out the 
match, ending it with her 
lone ace of die contest. 

In their only previous 
final round meeting last 
November in Oakland, 
Hingis blew away Seles 6- 

Seles, who was playing 
with a shoulder injury at 
that time, has been much 
sharper in this tournament 
But she knows she has her 
work ent out for her if she 
is to hand the new 
Australian open champion 
her first loss of the year. 

“She’s playing some 
great tennis,” Seles said of 
Hingis. 

“She hasn’t lost a match 
this year, that speaks for 
itself. The level of tennis 
she is playing is quite 
amazing and so is the £ 
maturity she shows.” 
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Sports 


Arab Clubs Basketball Championship 

tfazireh lose; play for 13 - 16 th places 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S AJ Jazireh sealed to play for 
13-16 places after losing 83-69 to Tunisia’s 
Al Ittihad at the 1 1th Arab Clubs Basketball 
Championship in Nabel, Tunisia. 

The Kingdom’s third-ranked team will 
return home Sunday after playing Kuwait’s 
. Al Jahra' in their last match. 

Al Jazireh played a strong match against 
Al Ittihad with centre Husain Lutfi scoring 
28 points to stay atop the competition’s top 
scorers list. 

Yousef Abu Bakr, Ala’ Bilbeisi and Ma’an 
Odeb played a good match but the Tunisian 
team was able to widen the gap when 
Jazireh’s tallest player. Ma'an Odeh. was 
fouled out in the second half, 
t Al Ittihad’s Russian player was instru- 
mental in securing the win for his team as 
he contributed 32 points. 

Al Jazireh had scored their only win in the 
tournament when they beat Libya’s Al Nasr 
82-64 (35-30) in the previous match. 

In another second round match, Al Jazireh 
lost to Libya’s Al Murouj 75-63. 

Al Jazireh had dropped out of the race for 
1-Sth places after losing 67-65 (31-27) to 
Lebanon’s Al Hikmeh. 79-71 to Algeria's 
Bofariq and 92-60 to Tunisian champions 
Al Zahra’ in the first round. 

Jazireh's Husain Lutfi was top scorer in 
the first round with 97 points. Teammate 
Mu’tasem Salameh is the youngest and 
shortest players in fire tournament. 

Despite their results, Al Jazireh's partici- 
pation is considered beneficial for the team 
whose players are mostly from the under-22 
age-group making their inaugural Arab 
Clubs Championship against teams with 
professional lineups. 

Nine Arab countries are taking part in the 
event hosted by Al Mal’ab Al Nabli. 

The participating 16 meo's teams had 
been divided into four groups with the two 
in each group moving to the quarterfinals to 
play for l-8th places. 


Playing for 9- 16th places in addition to Al 
Jazireh’s group are Kuwait’s Al Jahra', 
Algeria’s Bins’, and Lebanon’s Al Hikmeh. 

Teams include Al Mal’ab (Tunisia), Al 
Riyadi (Lebanon.), A1 Zahra’ (Tunisia). 
Bofariq (Algeria), ZamaJek (Egypt), Al 
Ittihad (Saudi Arabia), Al Wadi (Tunisia), 
Al Ittihad (Egypt), Ohud {Saudi Arabia). 

Only six teams are taking pan in the 7th 
Women’s Championship. They include 
hosts Al Hilal, Al Safa’ and Al Mal’ab of 
Tunisia. Egypt's Al Ahli, Hussein Dai of 
Algeria, and Lebanon’s Homenetmen. 

The championship organisers have allo- 
cated prizes for top scorer, best player, ideal 
team in addition to best three -point scorer. 

In previous Arab championships, Jordan's 
former First Division champions Al .Ahli 
and reigning champs Al Orthodoxi repre- 
sented Jordan but declined to participate 
this year citing preparations for the coun- 
try’s First Division Championship. 

Titleholders Al Orthodoxi, the country’s 
undisputed .basketball powerhouse from 
1976-1989, won back the title in the past 
two seasons and repeating that is a top pri- 
ority. 

On the other hand, Al Ahli are hoping to 
regain their title which they won in 90. 92, 
93 and 94 and have recruited a new coach 
who was in charge of the Russian team at 
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. 

Third-ranked Al Jazireh hope that the 
Arab championship will provide the team 
with a chance to test their readiness for the 
First Division Championship which they 
will try to win for the first time in their his- 
tory. 

They have become serious contenders for 
the Kingdom's First Division 
Championship during the past two years. 

Last season, they beat Al Ahli and had a 
sure shot at second if not first place but later 
faltered in the final round. 


Fredericks 
runs 9.99 
on track 
return 

PETERSBURG, South 
Africa (R) — Frankie 

Fredericks made a dynamic 
return to the track on 
Thursday as he ran the sec- 
ond fastest 100 metres ever 
on African soil. 

The Namibian, who took 
silver in both sprints at the 
Atlanta Olympics, posted 
9.99 seconds in the first leg 
of the Engen Grand Prix 
summer series. 

Fredericks’ time was 0.02 
seconds slower than Briton 
Linford Christie's African 
reconi set in Johannesburg 
in 1995. 

Fredericks, who last raced 
in September, missed the. 
entire indoor season due to a 
leg injury. ( 

American Brian Lewis 
(10.20) and Patrick 

Stephens of Belgium 

(10.25) were second and 
third on Thursday. 

There was a family double 
in the long jump where 
Susen Tiedke-Greene and 
husband Joe won the long 
jump events. 

Susen Tiedke Greene, who 
returned to competition last 
week after a two year ban 
for steroid use, won the 
women’s event with a leap 
of 6.71 metres. 

Joe Tiedke Greene, like 
his wife a world indoor 
medallist, won the men’s 
event with 8.25 metres. 


Arab Table Tennis Cup starts today 
with 10 countries taking part 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 6th Arab Table 
Tennis Cup kicks off Saturday with ten 
countries participating in the four-day 
event at Al Hussein Youth City. 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Palestine. 
Lebanon, Algeria, Sudan, Tunisia. 
Morocco, Syria and Jordan will be 
competing in the event. 

Only five countries will be partici- 
pating in the women's competition. 
They are Sudan, Lebanon. Syria, 
Tunisia and Jordan. 

A warm welcome awaited participat- 
ing delegations who arrived Thursday 
and Friday for the championship host- 
ed by the Jor dan Table Tennis 
Federation iJTTF). 

Mr. Mohammad Rweished, secretary 
general of the A rab Table Tennis 
Federation (ATTF) expressed the fed- 
eration’s pride in the event grouping 
the Arab World's top players of the 
game. 

The championship will however 
miss the Egyptian team — considered 
one of the Arab World's best and 
known for their advanced form and 
tactics. Their absence is sure to boost 
the chances of other teams in reaching 
the semi-finals. 

The women’s competition will miss 
Arab Cup titleholder Sonia Tweini of 
Tunisia. 

Head of the Saudi Arabian delega- 
tion Saleh Ben Nasser Al Hamadi said 
exLensive training and preparation 
made Saudi's Nabil Al Maqhawi and 
Shiber Hashem one of the leading con- 
tenders with a good chance to reach 
the semi-finals. 

Mr. Hamadi said Saudi Arabia’s two 
ranked players Bandar Omeiri and 
Mohammad Kbdeir had not been able 
to come and the team was led by the 


second-ranked player Maqhawi. 

Saudi Arabia’s Hungarian coach 
nominated Qatar’s Hamad Al 
Hamadi’s to reach the finals. "Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia will also be strong 
contenders," he added 

Another top player is Sudan's 
Osama Al Mak who plays for one of 
the first division clubs in Belgium. He 
represented his country at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics after clinching third 
place in the African Cup. 

Mak also said he expected Qatar’s 
Hamad Al Hamadi. Jordan’s Abdul 
Aziz Rida and Saudi' .Vrabia's 
Maqhawi to reach the semifinals. 

Following is the list of participants 
in the 6th Arab Table Tennis Cup. 

Saudi Arabia 

Nabil Al Maqhawi and Anbar Al 
Awami. 

Morocco 

Issam Al Bitaui and Mustapha Al 
Rajal. 

Tunisia 

AJ Basheer Ben Abdullah. Al 
Mukhtar Bo Aziz, Afaf Nowar and 
Nadia Losifi. 

Lebanon 

Mohammad Al Hmeish. Joseph 
Shalhoub, Larissa Shoaib and Jocelyn 
Track. 

Qatar 

Aref Abdul Rahman, Jaber Afifa and 
1995 Arab Cup Champion Hamad Al 
Hamadi. 

Sudan 

Osama Al Mak. Muzahel Abdul Aziz 
and Mohammad .An an. 

Syria 

Amer Barakat, Suha Al Nous and 
Hadia Abu Sham. 

Jordan 

Abdul Aziz Rida. Mustapha Rida. 
Iyad Maknay, Alia Tufaha, Hanadi 
Tufaha and Hadeel Awad. 


Palestine a nd A lgeria hud no) yet 
provided the JTTF with names of their 
players. 

Other expected to steal the show in 
the event include 1996 Arab champion 
Jordan’s Abdul Aziz Rida. Tunisians 
Hamad Al Hamadi. Mukhlur 
Mohammad and Basheer Al Alami. 
Qatar's Aref Abed Ruhman and Jaber 
Afifi. Lebanon's Mohammad Al 
Habash and Joseph Shalhoub. Saudi 
.Arabia’s Nabil Al Maqhawi and 
Bandar Amiri, and Syria's Amer 

Barak aL 

According to JTTF chairman Isinji 
Kurdi the next major event awaiting 
the Jordanian team is the World Table 
Tennis Championship in Manchester. 
England. April 23-May 5. 

Dr. Kurdi added that the JTTF had 
received donations and support from 
several companies. 

“We would like to send our gratitude 
to the sponsor of the championship, 
the Computer and Communications 
System CCS. Arab Radio and 
Television (ART) and the Poiash 
Company for their generous contribu- 
tions for ihe championship.” he added. 


Saturday 

Singles matches 9.00 a.m. 

Opening ceremony 5.00 p.m. 

Sunday 

Singles 9.00am and 4.00 p.m. 
Monday 

Singles semis 9.00 a.m. 

Men’s doubles 2.30 p.m. 

Women’s doubles 5.30 p.m 

Tuesday 

Men’s doubles 9.00 a.m. 

Women’s doubles 11.15 a.m. 
Finals 4.30 p.m 


9.00 a.m. 

2.30 p.m. 

5.30 p.m 


Rain again postpones Group Jordan held to 12 but Bulls still win 

4 DQV1C lTIClfpllAC TORONTO (R) — Michael Jordan's 12 points was in five games. 

XJiX \ IS V^ULIJ lililtLiiCd Jordan was held to just 12 just two more than his sea- Johnson hit 10-of-15 shots 

points, rebounding king son low and it marked the from the floor, including 3- 
r 7 /Y___ „ 1 _ _ • Dennis Rodman sat out third successive game that of-5 from three-point range, 

Jordan leads Oman after losing to la iklStan injured and still the Chicago he did not lead the Bulls in and pulled down 10 

v O J Rnllc I'niinm) m thpir filer scoring. rebounds. 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


HEAVY RAIN in the Omani capital, 
Muscat again postponed Davis Cup 
Asia/Oc earns Zone Group 4 matches 
Friday disrupting the schedule of the 
six-ream group for the second time since 
the tie began Wednesday, 

Jordan led Oman 1-0 after Paris 
Azzouni won the singles match 6-0, 7-5. 
Ahmad Al Hadid was trailing 0-3 in the 
first set of the second singles match 
when the game was halted because of 
rain Thursday afternoon. 

That game and the doubles against 
Oman were postponed for Friday but no 
results were received until press time. 

Jordan had lost 2-1 to Tajikistan after 
rain also delayed their opening tie. Fans 
Azzouni won the first singles match 6-2, 
6-2 however Ahmad Hadid lost 6-0, 6-1. 
Jordan Azzouni and Ghassan Al Qadi 
lost the doubles 6-0, 6-1. 

The March 26-30 qualifiers group 
Syria , Tajikistan, Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates, Brunei and Jordan with 
only the top two teams of the six-team 
group promoted to Group 3. 


The Kingdom’s team had left for 
Muscat with team captain Talal Maher 
expressing hope that the team would be 
able to score better results and be pro- 
moted to Group 3. 

Jordan had been relegated to Group 4 
in 1995 and failed to be promoted last 
year after playing in groups 2 and 3 pre- 
viously. 

Representing Jordan are Tharwat 
Qaisi, Ahmad Hadid, Ghassan Qadi and 
Fans Azzouni. The team has been train- 
ing under the supervision of head coach 
Kathera Hussein, formerly Iraq’s top 
ranked player. 

Countries participating in the annual 
team tournament are classified into five 
groups with the world’s top teams play- 
ing in the prestigious World Group. The 
other countries are divided into four 
regional groups. 

The Davis Cup competition is played 
on a round-robin formal with two sin- 
gles and one doubles match for each 
team daily. 


TORONTO (R) — Michael 
Jordan was held to just 12 
points, rebounding king 
Dennis Rodman sat out 
injured and still the Chicago 
Bulls cruised to their 63 st 
victory Thursday, a 96-83 
thumping of the Toronto 
Raptors. 

Scottie Pippen and Luc 
Longley each scored 16 
points to lead a balanced 
Chicago attack and the 
Bulls never allowed the 
Raptors closer than seven 
points in the second half en 
route to their sixth consecu- 
tive victory. 

Toronto’s Marcus Cam by 
hit a jumper with 8:15 left to 
cut the margin to 79-72, but 
the Bulls responded with an 
S-0 run. 

Toni Kukoc returned to 
the Bulls lineup and had 
eight points, six rebounds 
and six assists in 32 min- 
utes. He had missed 13 
games with a foot injury. 

“We were a little slow 
there in the first quarter." 
said Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson. 

Damon Stoudamire bad 
18 points, 12 assists and six 
rebounds to lead the 
Raptors. 


Jordan's 12 points was 
just two more than his sea- 
son low and it marked the 
third successive game that 
he did not lead the Bulls in 
scoring. 

“He’s pretty flawless" 
Raptors guard Doug 
Christie said of Jordan. “It 
has to be a team effort to 
defend him. As soon as you 
mess up, you’re already 
burned." 

In Atlanta. Mookie 
Blaylock hit five three- 
pointers and scored 26 
points and Steve Smith 
added 19 as the Hawks won 
their sixth straight game, a 
103-88 defeat of the Los 
-Angeles Clippers. 

Dikembe Mutombo added 
13 points for the Hawks, 
who raised their record to 
20-6 against Western 
Conference opponents. 

Lorenzen Wright scored 
20 points to lead the 
Clippers, who could get no 
closer than 12 points down 
in the fourth quarter. 

In Houston. Eddie 
Johnson came off the bench 
to score a season-high 27 
points as the Rockets beat 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
107-89 for their fourth win 


AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
EMPLOYMENT VACANCY 

The Australian Embassy is seeking expressions 
of interest from suitably qualified applicants for 
the position of receptionist / clerical assistant 

Applicants should be able to speak and write 
fluently in both Arabic and English. Computer 
skills are essential. 

Duties include providing an efficient telephone 
receptionist service to the public, handling 
Embassy counter enquiries, preparation of 
correspondence as well as a range of other 
administrative tasks. 

Interested applicants should forward CVs 
to: Personal Officer, Australian Embassy, 
P.O. Box 35201, Amman 11180, Jordan. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

For more information please call: 

Tel.: 665711, before 9 a.m. & after 4 p.m. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

684311 - 699634 


THE JORDANIAN-AMERICAN 
COMMISSION FOR 
EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 



Ij-rJg-d 


The Binationai Fulbright Commission (BFC) in Jordan is 
pleased to announce the scholarship awards competition 
for Jordanian nationals only, for the 1998-99 academic 
year in the United States in the following award categories: 

■ Graduate Degree (Masters or Phd) 

■ Post-Doctoral Research or Lecturing 

■ H.H.Humphrey Professional, non-degree program 

Individuals interested in applying for these prestigious 
awards must meet the basic minimum requirements: 

i 

■ Superior A cad&mic an d/or Professional A chie vement. 

I English Language Proficiency (TOEFL of 575 or better) 

■ Required Standardized Tests (GRE.GMAT) for the 

s graduate degree application 

| Completed applications for each of the grant categories 
t must be submitted to the (BFC) Fulbright office No Later 
Than 15 July 1997 (No Exceptions). 


For more detailed information on the minimum require- 
ments to compete for each avsard and to obtain application 
forms please visit the BFC Fulbright House in Shmeisani at 
19 Mahdi Bin Barakah Street,Tel:684~760 or Fax:684-820 


in five games. 

Johnson hit 10-of-15 shots 
from the floor, including 3- 
of-5 from three-point range, 
and pulled down 10 
rebounds. 

The Rockets never trailed 
and Cleveland got no closer 
than 10 points in the second 
half. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
23 points and Clyde Drexler 
added 19 for the Rockets, 
whose 107 points were the 
most allowed by the 
Cavaliers this season. 

In San Antonio. Monty 
Williams scored 20 points 
and Vernon Maxwell added 
17 to lead the Spurs to a 97- 
93 victory over the Orlando 
Magic. 

Dominique Wilkins added 
13 off the bench for the 
Spurs, who won for just the 
1 Ith time in 34 home games 
this season in halting 
Orlando’s four-game win- 
ning streak. 

Williams shot 10-of-13 
from the field and added 
five assists for San Antonio, 
which registered a season- 
high 35 points in the first 
quarter on 64 per cent 
shooting. 

In Vancouver, Kobe 
Bryant scored five of his 20 
points in overtime as the 



Chicago Bulls' guard Michael Jordan (C) splits Toronto 
Raptors* forward Clifford Rozier (L) and centre 
Sharone Wright (R) during first quarter NBA action in 
Toronto. Chicago defeated Toronto 96-83 (Reuters 
photo) 


Los Angeles Lakers beat the 
Grizzlies 102-9S, handing 
them their league-worst 6 1 si 
defeat. 


The Lakers closed within 
1 1/2 games of idle Seattle 
for the Pacific Division 
lead. 
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The ASG is currently considering applications for the 
positions of:- ^ 

A- Administrative & Financial manager. 

R- Teachers of:- 

1) Science in Englife 7 ® : tf« -Tl 

1. BA degree or 

Z ttum experience oF^^rs in specialtyTield 
3. ©Sod command of the Engg£& language. 


its shoult 




mm experience oi 


Sfta J?-* de s ree ° r 

in specialtyTield 


3. gp d command of the Eng™ language. 7 r '\ 

4. pomputer literacy. 

Applications should be submitted to the School’s 
Administrative Office during School’s hours (8:00- 
14:30) daily except Fridays and Sundays. 

For further information please call 624872. 
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Thousands mark 
Good Friday in 
East Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( Agencies) — Thousands of pilgrims 
from across the globe, some carrying wooden crosses and others 
singing hymns, walked along the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem's Old 
City on Good Friday to retrace the route tradition says Jesus took to 
his crucifixion. 

The observances came at a time of growing tension between 
Israel and the Palestinians, and Israeli riot police with M-16 assault 
rifles and clubs patrolled the cobblestoned Way of Sorrows. 

One Israeli officer stopped a Chilean pilgrim dressed up as a 
Roman soldier, complete with a tin foil breast plaie and knee high 
leather sandals. The Israeli policeman asked to see the rip of the pil- 
grim's spear, which turned out to be made from plastic. 

Tourism to Israel and occupied Jerusalem has dropped sharply 
due to the security situation. However, pilgrims are often more high- 
ly motivated than ordinary vacationers, and the large rum -out at the 
Via Dolorosa did not reflect the situation in hotels throughout Israel. 

Despite the heavy security, the Good Friday procession took place 
in a festival atmosphere. 

■*I feel like J‘m at a rock concert." said Jackie Lewis. 2D. from 
Gainesville. Florida. 

A 20-year-old visitor from Colombia. Dario Augusto Londono. 
wore a white -and- red robe and had fake blood painted on his fore- 
head and palms. ‘Today I am representing Jesus in his time and 
how he would have appeared to all the apostles." Mr. Londono said, 
one arm draped around the shoulder of his girlfriend. 

The annual procession began in the northeastern comer of the 
walled Old City, near where the Roman military headquarters once 
stood. Tradition says that this was where the Roman procurator. 
Pontius Pilate, tried and sentenced Jesus before sending him off to 
crucifixion and forcing him to cany his own cross. 

However, some Bible scholars say it is more likely the trial and 
sentencing took place at Herod's Palace at the opposite end of the 
Old City, and that the Way of Sorrows began there. 

Both routes end up at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, where 
Jesus is believed to have been crucified and buried. 

In Friday's procession, thousands of pilgrims walked along the 
Via Dolorosa. Members of different congregations wore hats in 
matching colours to be able to find each other in the throng. 

A group of about 100 pilgrims from Egypt wore red baseball caps 
and chanted Latin hymns, following a leader who carried a big 
wooden cross. 

Many Palestinian Christians were unable to join the procession 
because of Israel's tight closure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The closure was imposed last week, following a suicide bombing 
at a Tel Aviv cafe claimed by militants. As a result, more than two 
million Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip cannot come 
to Israel, including Jerusalem. 

Elias Freij, the mayor of the West Bank town of Bethlehem, said 
the closure contradicted Israeli claims that it has guaranteed access 
to the Holy City for all religions since it seized East Jerusalem in the 
1967 Mideast war. 

“At Easier, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is the centre of our 
prayers, and it is in Jerusalem .’’ Mr. Freij. a Greek Orthodox 
Christian, told the Associated Press. "Because of the Israeli steps. 
Christians in Bethlehem and Ramallah cannot get to Jerusalem. So 
where is the freedom of worship?" 


Sudanese rebels claim 


more gains in northeast 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese rebels said on Friday they 
seized three garrisons in the northeast of A Africa's largest 
country and were threatening Port Sudan, a key link with the 
rest of the world. 

Yassir Arman, spokesman for the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army ISPLA) in Eritrea's capital Asmara, said 
rebels captured garrisons at Karora. Itairba and Shabri near 
the Eritrean border on Thursday. 

“We are now advancing towards the town of Tokar through 
what is a well-inhabited agricultural area," he said by tele- 
phone. 

Asked whether the aim of the new rebel campaign was to 
cut the main road from Khartoum to Port Sudan, the Islamist 
government’s commercial link on the Red Sea. Mr. Arman 
said: "this whole offensive in the east is threatening Port 
Sudan itself as well as the road to Khartoum." 

Tokar is MX) kilometres from the border with Eritrea and 
150 km (90 miles) southeast of Port Sudan. The nearest 
stretch of the Khartoum-Port Sudan road is 100 kilometres 
northwest of Tokar. 

The Sudanese army said on Thursday Eritrean troops and 
Sudanese rebels were shelling Sudan army positions on 
Eritrea's border but the rebels denied that any Eritrean forces 
were involved. 

A rebel spokesman said the offensive in the northeast was 
being mounted by the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
rebel coalition and forces included fighters from the SPLA 
and the Beja Congress. 

SPLA commander John Ganing told Reuters in January 
that part of the rebel strategy was to cut communications 
between Khartoum and Port Sudan, about 670 km (420 
miles) northeast of the capital. 

The Eritrean embassy in Cairo denied that Eritreans were 
fighting. It said in a statement that Khartoum usually made 
such allegations after military setbacks, in an attempt to 
deceive international opinion and avoid its own internal 
problems. 

Sudanese army spokesman Lieutenant General 
Muoamniud A1 Scnoussi Ahmad said on Thursday that 
Eritrean troops and “a group of outlaws" had been shelling 
army outposts in Karora and Itairba since early Wednesday. 

He said the army was putting up “tough resistance." 
Northerners of the NDA rebel coalition attacked the army 
on the Sudanese side of the Eritrean border in January but 
thar offensive failed to win much territory. 

Rebel units farther south, led by the southern-based SPLA. 
captured the Sudanese towns of Kurmuk and Qeissan on the 
Ethiopian border in an attack coordinated with the northern- 
ers. 

Sudan's government said Eritreans and Ethiopians did 
most of the fighting in both attacks but the two countries, 
despite vety poor relations with Khartoum, dented that their 
troops had any role. 

The campaign against the government shifted this month 
to the far south, where the SPLA captured the major town of 
Yei and began to advance towards the regional capital Juba. 

Khartoum says Ugandan troops are fighting alongside 
rebels in the south but the Ugandan government also denies 
this and accuses the Sudanese government of supporting 
rebels in northern Uganda. 

A Sudanese member of parliament from east Sudan stated 
on Thursday that Eritrean forces had been massing east of 
Tokar with plans to open a new front on the Red Sea coast 

The SPLA has been fighting since 1983 for greater auton- 
omy or independence for the Christian and Animist south 
from the Arab Muslim north. 

The rebel movement and its allies say they want a popular 
uprising in Khartoum against the government 


Twin girls 
bom to 
Prince 
Faisal and 
Princess Alia 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the 
Regent accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Princess Sarvath. Prince 
Rashed and Princess 
Badi’a, on Friday called 
at A1 Hussein Medical 
Centre where they visited 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia A1 Faisal 
who delivered two girls 
on Thursday. 

The Royal Court 
announced on Thursday 
that Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal 
and Princess Alia bad a 



twin girls. 

A Royal Court commu- 
nique' said His Majesty 


King Hussein, the twins' 
grandfather, called them 
Sara and Aysha. Prince 


Faisal now has four chil- 
dren — Omar, Aya, Sara 
and Aysha. 


Israelis fear attacks but back peace talks; Labour 
moves towards accepting Palestinian independence 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Most 
Israelis are worried about 
being a victim of a 
Palestinian attack such as 
last week’s suicide bomb- 
ing but they continue to 
support the peace process, 
according to two opinion 
polls published Friday. 

According to a survey of 
503 Israelis published in the 
newspaper Yediot 

Aharonot, 68 per cent of 
Israelis are worried about 
being the victim of an 
attack by Palestinian guer- 
rillas. 

Ten per cent said they are 
not very afraid, 20 per cent 
said they have no such fears 
and two per cent did not 
express an opinion, Yediot 
said 

Fifty-live per cent of 
those questioned said they 
support the peace process 
and last Friday's suicide 
bombing in a Tel Aviv cafe 
which killed three Israeli 
women and wounded near- 
ly 50 other people did not 
change their opinion. 

Six per cent said the 
attack had strengthened 
their support for the peace 
process while 17 per cent 
said the attack had weak- 
ened their backing for it. 


Twenty per cent said the 
attack did not sway their 
opposition to the peace 
process while two per cent 
had no opinion. 

A poll of 497 Israelis pub- 
lished in the daily Maariv 
found that 78 per cent sup- 
port the peace process with 
the Palestinians. Nineteen 
per cent were opposed and 
three per cent had no opin- 
ion. 

Eighty-five per cent of 
those polled said 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat was directly or indi- 
rectly responsible for the 
Tel Aviv bombing. 

Forty-nine per cent said 
they supported army inter- 
vention in the Palestinian 
territories if it could prevent 
such attacks while 44 per 
cent said they opposed such 
a move. 

Fifty per cent of Israelis 
opposed the creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
state while 44 per cent said 
they were in favour. 

The Yediot poll had a 
margin of error of four per 
cent while the Maariv sur- 
vey conducted with the 
gallup polling institue had a 
margin of error of 4.5 per 
cent. 


Israel's main opposition 
Labour Party took a step on 
Thursday towards tacit sup- 
port for a Palestinian state, 
members of a party policy 
committee said. 

But the proposed changes 
to the party platform to give 
backing to Palestinian state- 
hood were likely to meet 
weighty opposition ‘from 
several influential Labour 
leaders. 

Members of Labour’s 
political affairs committee 
said it approved a proposal 
urging the party to change 
its platform so that Labour 
would “not rule out the 
establishment of a 
Palestinian state with limit- 
ed sovereignty." 

Under the proposal, 
which is subject to approval 
by a party congress, Labour 
would also recognise the 
right of the Palestinians to 
self-determination. 

But Ehud Barak, an ex- 
army chief widely tipped to 
be Labour’s candidate for 
the premiership in elections 
scheduled for 2000, indicat- 
ed thar he opposed the 
statehood proposal. 

Reiterating Labour’s tra- 
ditional stance, be told 
reporters that while “the 


result of the (peace) process 
could be a Palestinian 
state... I personally prefer to 
see a confederation 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
Jordan" 

Labour Secretary-General 
Nissim Zvili told state tele- 
vision that he believed the 
party congress would reject 
the proposal. 

“I don’t see room for the 
party changing its platform 
on the establishment of a 
Palestinian state" he said. 
“We never believed an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state 
was the best solution, either 
for the Middle East or for 
Israel." 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of the hardline 
Likud party won power 
from Labour’s Shimon 
Peres in elections last May 
after chaiging that Labour 
was moving too fast in 
granting concessions to the 
Palestine • Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Likud campaigners said 
Labour policies would lead 
to a PLO-led Palestinian 
state that would only serve 
as a base for violent attacks 
on Israel. 


American 
and Israeli 
mercenaries 
killed in 
Zaire 


PARIS (R) — Up to three 
Americans and an Israeli 
have been killed in the past 
few weeks while serving as 
mercenary military advis- 
ers to advancing Zairean 
rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila, French newspapers 
said on Friday. 

The dailies Le Figaro and 
Le Monde, quoting uniden- 
tified French military 
sources, said the body of 
one of the Americans was 
recovered and handed to 
U.S. authorities by French 
nationals. 

Although it did not link 
them directly to the recov- 
ery of the body, Le Figaro 
said France secretly sent a 
special forces team to Zaire 
to inform Paris in real time 
of rebel progress. 

The implication was that 
they recovered the body. Le 
Figaro said the American 
died on the confrontation 
line between rebel forces 
and government troops. 

It said that, in total, two 
or three Americans plus an 
Israeli with dose ties to 
U.S. intelligence services 
were killed. Le Monde said 
two Americans died, both 
of them killed three weeks 
ago in Kivu. 

A French Defence 
Ministry spokesman was 
not immediately available 
for comment on the 


reports. 

Le Figaro said many 
Americans operating in the 
region were former mili- 
tary men wotting for a 
Virginia-based company. 

Le Monde said several 
American firms which 
recruited mercenaries were 
involved and that one of 
them recently bad a stand 
at a leading international 
arms show in Abu Dhabi. 

Soldiers of fortune m the 
current Zaire conflict had 
so far been reported to be 
on the side of government 
forces which are believed 
to have employed several 
hundred mercenaries, 
mostly Bosnian Serbs. 


2 killed in bomb blast in 


eastern Algiers suburbs 

Militants, security forces step up 
action ahead of June 5 elections 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
A bomb attack in a restau- 
rant-bar in the eastern sub- 
urbs of the Algerian capital 
killed at least two people 
and left more than 20 
wounded, hospital workers 
said Friday. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the bomb. 

The attack occurred in 
Lhe A I Marsa port at around 
9 p.m. (20:00 GMT on 
Thursday), hospital work- 
ers said on customary 
anonymity. 

The suburb, around 20 
kilometres east of central 
Algiers, had been consid- 
ered to be relatively safe 
from violence connected to 
the insurgency. 

A member of the Islamic 
religious community said 
on condition of anonymity 
that the bomb was planted 
by a new militant faction 
known as the Jihad Islamic 
League Front. 

The group, formed from 
four independent militant 
factions two months ago, is 
led by Ali Benhadjar, 
according to the same 
source. 

One of the founders of 
the new faction, Abdul 
Kader Seddould, and two 
of his bodyguards were 
killed Tuesday by security 
forces in the Bab AI Oued 
suburb of Algiers. 

Security forces have 
increased their offensive in 
recent months against mil- 
itants, trying to crackdown 
on a five-year-old insur- 
gency against the military- 
backed government 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed since the 


start of the insurgency, 
which was triggered by the 
army's decision to cancel 
1992 legislative elections 
that Islamist parties were 
poised to win. 

Algerian officials say 
they have killed two mili- 
tant leaders, including 
Seddouki, in the last week. 

Independent newspapers 
have reported nearly 50 
civilians killed in attacks 
by militants, mostly in the 
region south of Algiers, ia 
the last two weeks. 

Religious parties have 
been banned from new leg- 
islative elections scheduled 
for June 5. The fundamen- 
talist Islamic Salvation - 
Front has called for opposi- * 
tion parties and voters to 
boycott the elections. 

President Liamine 
Zeroual said earlier this 
month that Algeria has 
“passed its crisis.” 

Insurgents want to topple 
the military-backed gov- 
ernment to install an 
Islamic state. 

One of the main opposi- 
tion parties, the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS), will 
take part in the general 
elections. First Secretary 
Seddik Debail i said after a 
meeting of the party lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Debaili said the party 
will campaign on the 
theme of peace for Algeria, 
and reserved the right to 
pull out of the poll if demo- 
cratic principles were not 
respected. 

TTie elections had been 
imposed by the regime of 
President Zeroual and were 
not the solution to the 
country’s civil war, he said. 


The FFS’s decision 
means that most of the 
legal political parties will 
ran in the general elec- 
tions. unlike the presiden- 
tial ejections in November 
1995 and the referendum a 
year later which extended 
Mr. Zeroual 's constitution- 
al powers. 

The June 5 poll will give 
Algeria its first elected 
assembly since the annul- 
ment of the first round of 
elections in January 1992. 

Algerian security forces 
on Friday said they had 
killed seven militants sus- 
pected of slaying retired 
Genera] Habib Kelil in 
January. 

The seven were “neu- 
tralised” in the western city 

of Oran, where Kelil was 
murdered on Jan. 30, a 
statement from the security 
services said. It named four 
of the dead and said the 
other three were “still 
being identified.” It did not 
say when the seven were 
killed. 

It also said a large quanti- 
ty of arms had been seized. 

They were named as 
Yahia Rihane alias 
Abdallah Krounfel, and the 
head of the Islamic Front 
for Armed Jihad Ahmed 
Abu Al Jihad. 

The authorities have 
stepped up raids in the cap- 
ital in the last weeks and 
announced large arms 
seizures. The army has 
boosted operations in the 
countryside 


Ankara coalition at odds 
over anti-Islamist drive 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey’s Islamist-led coalition 
was ai odds on Friday over the 
military's demands that it 
stamp out a rise in religious 
activism. 

A minister from the adminis- 
tration’s pro- Western flank 
challenged Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan's Islam- 
based Welfare Party to block 
planned anti -Islamist steps 
demanded by the National 
Security Council dominated 
by the generals. 

“The (council) decisions will 
be enforced to the letter. If 
there is anyone who is trying 
to stop that, let them come for- 
ward and try," state-run 
Anatolian news agency quoted 
Trade and Indusrry Minister 
Yalim Erez as saying. 

Leading Welfare Deputy 
Oguzhan Asilturk said earlier 
this week that his party was 
not obliged to cany out the 
measures. 

The government has yet to 
take any concrete steps to 
comply with the army’s wish- 
es thar Turkey return to the fer- 
vent secularism of the 1920s, : 
when the young republic was 
growing out of the ashes of the 
Ottoman empire. 

The Islamists particularly 
oppose proposals to reduce the 
influence of religious sec- 
ondary schools and enforce a 
ban on Islamic dress. 

Mr. Asilturk on Friday 
accused some members of Mr. 
Erez’s True Path Party of 
jumping on an anti-Islamist 
bandwagon. “There is no con- 
flict in the government. But 
some government members 
are playing to the gallery," he 
told a news conference. 

The mainstream media and 
influential generals have criti- 
cised Welfare’s attempts to 
increase the role of Islam in 
public, life as an attempt to 
undermine secularism. 

Health Minister YU dirim 
Aktuna, of the secularist True 
Path, cast doubt on Thursday 
on the future of the govern- 
ment because of the row. 


His comments helped push 
Istanbul shares down by 4.49 
per cent at the end of the day. 
Slocks were up 2.7 per cent in 
late trade on Friday. 

Mr. Aktuna last week 
ordered provincial governors 
to ensure public health work- 
ers complied with the ban on 
religious clothing, which 
mainly means beadscarves for 
women. True Path hold most 
of the ministries, like educa- 
tion and interior, that have the 
power to implement the mea- 
sures. 

The secularist dress codes, 
set by modem Turkey’s 
founder Kemal Ataturk in the 
1920s, officially oblige public 
workers to dress in Western- 
style clothing — skirts for 
women and ties for men — 
during working hours. 

The army, which has staged 
three coups since 1960. is 
expected to review the crack- 
down at a meeting on Monday. 

The five top-ranking officers 
on the national security coun- 
cil and other officers met 
Thursday to evaluate progress 
in implementing an 18-point 
plan which the council forced 
the government to accept in 
late February. 

Thursday’s meeting was to 
evaluate progress ahead of the 
next council meeting on 
March 31. when it is expected 
to focus on another of the pro- 
posals — increasing compul- 
sory schooling from five to 
eight years — equally contest- 
ed by the Islamists. 

Turkey’s army has always 
been very proud of its secular 
status. Ml Erbakan's govern- 
ment, which took office last 
year, was the first Islamic 
administration since the coun- 
try became a secular republic 
in 1923. 

Theoretically, the council — 
whose members include the 
president, the prime minister, 
senior ministers and the five 
military commanders — is an 
advisory body, but its resolu- 
tions are traditionally imple- 
mented to the leuer. 





Indian 

politician rebuked fo r 
‘fire walk’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) 

Indian Tamil politician has 
been rebuked by his pa^ 
boss for walking on a fire 
during a Hindu festival, 
statesman repotted Friday. 
Muthuvel Karunanidhi, chiej 
minister of the southern stac 
of Tamil Nadu. Thurstfav 
criticised Andhiyur Sehanj, 
a minister in his government, 
for the “fire walk." ata Hhxln 
temple. The statesman sad 
Ml Selvaraj “went throash 
the self-inflicted ordeal 
invoke the blessings of (^1 
powerful Hindu goddess for 
the ... stability of tfc 
Karunanidhi regin^T 

Kanmanidhi. a known atfe. 
ist, was not impressed. 
'Those who believe in sup*, 
stitions and barbaric practice, 
have no place in my party.' 
Mn Kanmanidhi said, adding 
he would sack the minister if 
be did not express regret 
Karunanidhi 's DMK party 
governs Tamil Nadu, a 
coastal state of 55 million 
Tamils. The party forms pat 
of Prime Minister H.D. Dot 
Gowda’s coalition in New 
Delhi. 


Jewel thieves 
pedal away 


AUCKLAND (AP) - 
Police are searching for two 
thieves who stole half a mil- 
lion dollars of jewellery from 
a shop, and then hopped on 
getaway bicycles and ped- 
alled off to make their escape. 
Detective Steve Breach said 
the men entered the BUke-" 
and Company JewelJen; 
Store Wednesday and 
ordered the manager to open 
a safe. One of the robbers, 
who was believed to be wear- 
ing a false beard, kept a look- 
out while his colleague col- 
lected gold and silver rings 
and chains, watches and 
other valuable items and 
placed them in a black back- 
pack. After tying up the man- 
ager with plastic tape, they 
fled through the rear of the 
store to an underground part 
ing lot they had left their get- 
away bicycles. 


Errant scalpel may 
have killed Thai 


BANGKOK (R) — From his 
ashes, it seems a forgotten 
scalpel may have been the 
death of Prachuab Kangae. 
While collecting Prachuab's 
bones on Thursday after his 
body was cremated grieving 
relatives were baffled to find 
a four-inch scalpel — four 
months after he had singer; 
Prachuab’s younger broth/' 
Sornpom Kangae, the village 
bead in Palien about 900 
kilometres south of 
Bangkok, told reporters i be 
family believed the scalpel 
was left inside Prachuab* 
body when he had kidney 
suigeiy in November: Tun 
months after his operation 
Prachuab was readmitted to 
hospital complaining of con- 
tinued pain. He was given 
painkillers and released from 
hospital. “He was complain- 
ing about the pain from 
where he received suigay 
until he died and we befiere 
that the scalpel left in Ins 
body was the real cause of bis 
death." Sompom said. Th 1 
family is considering legal 
action against the hospital. 
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Monkey burglar 


escapes 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
monkey trained to burgk 
houses has given Indian 
police the slip after they 
arrested his master, the Asm 
Age reported Friday. Rajesh 
Chorge used his pet monk?}' 
to keep watch “and alert to 11 
of danger.” the daily said 
while robbing homes in 
Bombay and nearby ciri* 
“He had also trained & 
monkey to rob." it added- A 
police spokesman said they 
seized electronic equipm^ 5 
including personal comp^' 
ere, a television and w** 
recorders worth a&l) 
$20,500 but conceded d* 
monkey had got away. ^ 
Age said Chorge got 
idea of using the monkey’ 35 3 
partner in crime from ® 
Indian film. 
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